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CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH

Regular Weekly Programme
Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 7.00 a.m

Sunday Malayalam Service 06.00a.m

Tamil Service 07.00a.m

APRIL 2010 Malayalam Service 08.00a.m
English Service 10.00a.m

Malayalam Service 04.15p.m

EpiToriAL Boarp Sunday School 09.30am&03.00 p.m
Women'’s Fellowship 10.00a.m

3 3 CEYF 10.00a.m
Chief Editor BCL Union 11.00am
JCEF 11.00a.m

RS (Bl (12 SELELL Choir Practice 11.00a.m
Teens Bible Hour 03.00p.m

Editor Monday Bible Class 05.30p.m

! Vestry Prayer 06.30p.m

R. Sajan Samson Tuesday Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30p.m
Vestry Prayer 07.00p.m

Wednesday Gospel Band House Visit 03.30p.m

Rev. J. Walsalam Women'’s Fellowship 04.30p.m
Rev. K. Isaac Paul Singh Thursday Senior Citizens Fellowship 04.30p.m
S iah Worship & Witnessing Service 06.15p.m

Dr. Samson Nessia Friday Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Noble Albin Saturday Choir Practice 05.00p.m

Preparation Service (First Saturda 07.00p.m
I[mmanuel Henry P ( Y P

Christenson E. Sarasam .
Members of the Church Committee

Bejoy Peter
E. Manoj Kumar Name Phone No. Mobile
Sabu S. Rajan
Address: Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (President) 2724658 9497160876
The Editor Rev. J. Walsalam (Presbyter) 2316544 9496100594
i Rev. K. Isaac Paul Singh (Presbyter) 2316644 9446749621
Church Voice Dr. Samson Nessiah (Secretary) 2334036 9447126931
M.M.Church Mr. Noble Albin (Accountant) 2319303
LMS Compound Mr. Immanuel Henry 2722202 9447021212
. Mr. Y. Christu Das 2318213 9895114633
Trivandum- 695033 g; 5 R K. Rasalam 2317419
Phone; 2311347 Mr.R. E. S.Robert Singh 2436338 9447888533
—— Mr. K. Hudson 2355229
Articles! feedback Mr. R. Sajan Samson 2555013 9447153170
may be sent to: Adv. Sarjine Thomas 2435142 9847104775
churchvoice@gmail.com Mrs. Se_le_ena B'?u Johnson 2726757
Mrs. Grisilda Wills 2313467
before 15th of every month Dr. John Sajt Edwin 2326839 9847040490
Church Voice canberead ~ Church Office 2311347
online at our Website’ Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton) 9446616080
Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst) 9447525339

www.mateermemorialchurch.com



The Presbyter speaks

Theme of the Year: Equipping God’s people 4
for Christian Ministry
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N iws we

The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and
wholeheartedly to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly. (1 Chronicles 29:9)
One of the major themes in the Book of Chronicles is the building of the temple of the Lord
and raising contributions towards the building project. It was a great desire of King David to
build a Temple of worship for God who raised him from the life of a village shepherd boy to
the position of a king and led him all through his life. But it was not in God's plan that David
should build the temple; on the other hand God wanted Solomon to build the temple [1 Chr
17:4-12]. At the same time God allowed David to raise funds and materials for the construction
of the temple. We read extensively about David's initiative to raise resources for the
construction [1 Chr 28-29]. David himself contributed a great deal. Every one, both Israelites
and others contributed towards the construction project. We observe that every one gave
willingly and not by compulsion. Everyone was sure that it was God who led them and
provided them everything they needed. They felt that it was obligatory on their part that they
contribute willingly for the building up of the temple. David was pleased that every one gave
voluntarily. That feeling David expresses in the memory verse for this month.

Passion Week

The month of April is significant in several ways. The month starts with Passion Week. Let us
hope the Passion Week and its observance will help us to examine our life. This year the
passion week meditations are being led by the Rev. Dr. Roice Manoj. He is an ordained
minister of the North Kerala Diocese of the CSI and teaches at the Kerala United Theological
Seminary. Hope the meditations will inspire our life.

Protestant Mission

April 25" 1806 is the day in which Ringeltaube the LMS missionary crossed the eastern ghat
border and reached Mylady and marked the beginning of Protestant mission in South
Travancore. We take pride of the fact that it was the protestant mission that transformed us
into a people. Let us remember the people who have inspired and transformed us and
commit our life to continue the ministry that was begun by our missionaries.

Mark the Evangelist

Mark the Evangelist who is the author of the Gospel of Mark, is the disciple and Apostle of
Jesus Christ and interpreter of Simon Peter. Tradition identifies him with John Mark mentioned
as a companion of Saint Paul in Acts, who later become a disciple of Saint Peter. About 10
to 20 years after the ascension of Christ, Saint Mark traveled to Alexandria and formed what
is now known as the Coptic Orthodox Church. Aspects of the Coptic liturgy can be traced
back to Saint Mark. He became its first bishop and founder of Christianity in Africa. It is
believed that he died on 25 April 68 A D, in the eighth year of Nero and was buried in
Alexandria. 25" April is observed as the day of St. Mark. Let us thank God for this great
apostle and his contributions to the body of Christ.

Election To The Pastorate Committee Of The Triennium 2010-2013

The election process to the next triennium 2010 to 2013 already begun. The first thing to do
is to clear all the dues. Therefore, whether your name figures in the tentative list that is
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displayed or not kindly clear all your dues before 5.00.p.m. on 31% March 2010. Even if your
name is omitted on some reason or by mistake they can be included provided you have
cleared all your dues. Therefore, make sure that you clear all your dues before 31* March.
Important dates and time to note;
Date of election ~ 02-05-2010 immediately after the 8.00.am service
Date to clear dues @)slggleu @18ceoeme @oaimom lamve  31-03-2010 5.00 p.m.
Publishing of Tentative Voters list 08 eaiogd aigle 04-04-2010 5.00 p.m.
Last date to receive complaints @estalo qule:@le)an @oaimom Elaimo
11-04-2010 5.00 p.m.
Publishing of Final voters list eeaam@d 1058 aig)es 18-04-2010 5.00 p.m.
Filing of nomination papers opens moama@eguo al@le o claj) ©)S6EEYIM)
23-04-2010 5.00 p.m.
Closing of nominations moandeguoo madaflesssnz @oairom Glaimo
25-04-2010 2.00 p.m.

Publishing of tentative nominations wes) cuoomodmal aigle  25-04-2010 5.00 p.m.

Date and time to withdraw nominations ai@e almaelcsssnz @oaimuom Elaimo
26-04-10  3.00 p.m.

Final list of candidates eeanm@d muoomodmdl aig)e 26-04-2010 5.00 p.m.
Date of election emeesmms)a]02-05-2010 [after 8.a.m. service. 8.00 asm @poowmese) udato]
First committee meeting @y ®00q) swowo [tentative]  02-05-2010 at 6.30 p.m.
Campus Beautification

The campus beautification programme is progressing well. Sorry for the inconveniences
caused due to the work. It may continue for a few more weeks. Please keep this work in
your prayers and encourage those who are involved in the work with your contributions of
ideas and finances.

New Financial year
April marks the beginning of another financial year. New budget proposal comes into force.
Therefore, it is the time to plan for all our Christian giving too. As the prices of essential
commodities are increasing most of us think of ways and means to make both ends meet.
But at least for a good number of people in our congregation it does not matter much
because God has blessed them abundantly.

As | mentioned in my previous letter the monthly giving of several members are very
disheartening. Let us not try to rob off God. Jesus also said Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s,
and to God what is God's. Let us give to God his due share. Therefore, when you get the
new monthly covers in April say a thankful prayer to God for all his blessings in the last year
and pledge what God inspires in your mind.

More over, if you want to be part of the Church’s administration, one of the necessary conditions
is to become a voting member of the Church. So. begin to pay at least 1% of your income
from this April and become an active supporter of the ministry of your Church and qualify as
a voting member at least in 2013-17.

VBS (Vacation Bible School

This year the VBS starts from 3" April. Vacation is an opportunity for various summer programmes
for our children. So the temptation is to get them involved in as many programs as possible
and as a result often neglect or ignore the VBS. It is good that the children should make the
best use of all the possibilities. But if they earn the whole world and lose their life what's the
use? Jesus once asked What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or
forfeit his very self ? [Luke 9:25] So give VBS its due share and send your children to VBS.

Youth Worship
The response for the first youth worship in March was very good. Many people appreciated
the effort and gave words of encouragement. Several people also pointed out areas we

3




may need to improve. The youth has decided to continue the worship in every month. The
next service should come on April 4™ . Since April first Sunday is Easter Sunday and the
choir has already planned for a song service at the same time the youth service is postponed
to the second Sunday in April. So the service will be on 11" April at 6 .00 p.m. Kindly
encourage all the youth in your family to participate.
Confirmation Classes
The next session of the confirmation classes starts from the 18" of April. This time the classes
will be held on Sundays between 4.15 and 5.15 p.m. Teens from age 15 are eligible to
attend. Parents who are interested to send their children or others who are interested are
requested to fill in the necessary forms and register your names in the Church office.
Summer School of Music
This year the Summer school of Music starts from the 16" of June and will close by the 6%
May. Our Church and our music leaders were in the forefront in promoting Church music in
the city. Summer School of Music was one occasion used to be a good occasion to learn
Church Music. Apart from promoting music it also provides opportunity for building up
ecumenical relationships. Therefore, encourage all those who are interested in church music
especially those who are in the junior choir to take special effort to make use of this
opportunity.
Self Denial Covers
Lent season is a time for self disciple and self giving. | am sure many of you are observing
lent and keeping a portion of your income apart as self denial. As you are aware the amount
collected through Self Denial covers are used to support the various mission field of our
diocese. The diocese is supporting more than 300 missionaries in our country. Therefore,
kindly use the self denial covers and support the mission projects of our diocese.
Wishing you all a happy time of Easter.
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Secretary Writes

Dear friends in Christ,
The hottest days of the year have been haunting us;

but His grace was sufficient to sustain us through. Most of -{_!l:

our children are enjoying their annual holidays. See that -

these days are spent in useful recreations! ‘:1-
The Vacation Bible School in our Church is scheduled

to start on the 3 of April. It is the duty of the parents to

make sure that their wards utilize the V.B.S. classes. Another useful
programme from the 16" of April is the “Albert Joseph Memorial Summer
School of Church Music”. Mr. Jayakumar Alfred has agreed to be the
Chief Co-ordinator for the same. Children and adults interested in music
are requested not to miss this golden opportunity!

As informed earlier, the data entry for computerization of Church office
is progressing. Similarly, Church Campus beautification is also steadily
progressing. Lots of technical aspects have to be looked into.

The seventh anniversary of ‘Senior Citizens Fellowship’ was conducted
on 21.03.2010. Elders who completed seventy years of age and couples
who completed golden jubilee of their married life were felicitated.

Mr. Robert Singh has been nominated as the project convener for the
new mission field at Manikanteswaram and we hope, within a short period,
a new Church will be established there.

Mr. Bennet Thompson has been requested to improve the public address
systemin the T.J.M. Hall.

Permanent membership in our church has been accorded to Mr.
Thankadorai, TC 24/500-1, Thycaud, Trivandrum-4, Mr. Antony Sundar
Raj, TARA 216, Thampuranmukku, Vanchiyoor and Mrs. Gladys Satyanesan,
Flat No. 1, “Maithri”, Kavu Road, Kuravankonam, Trivandrum — 3. Let us
gladly welcome them and their families to our fellowship.

Our best wishes and congratulations to Mrs. Molly Stanley who has
been elected as C.S.1 Synod working committee member.

Medical Aid:

Rajagopal Lenin Nagar - Rs. 250/-
Appukuttan Panacode - Rs.1,000/-
Gopika PrasanthNagar - Rs.1,000/-
Marriage Aid:

Ranjusha Malayam - Rs.1,000/-
Reena Perukavu - Rs.1,000/-

May God console the members of the bereaved family of Mr. Titus at
Kuravankonam.
Wishing you all a happy Easter!
M.M.Church Dr. Samson Nessiah
19-03-2010 Church Secretary
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One trouble with the churches is that too many people want to have Easter without Calvary.

- Lawrence Pearsall Jacks

The Easter message tells us that our enemies, sin, the curse and death, are beaten. Ultimately they
can no longer start mischief. They still behave as though the game were not decided, the battle not
fought; we must still reckon with them, but fundamentally we must cease to fear them any more.

-Karl Barth
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Jesus Christ’s coming again for judgment, his ultimate and universal
manifestation is often described in the New Testameheasvelation. He

will be revealed, not only to the Church but to everyone, as the Person he is
He will not only then be the judge, he is that already; but then for the first
time it will become visible, that it is not a question of our Yes and No, our
faith or lack of faith. In full clarity and publicity the ‘itis finished’ will come

to light. For that the Church is waiting; and without knowing it the world is
waiting too...

In the biblical world of thought the judge is not primarily the one who rewards
some and punishes others; he is the man who creates order and restores wt
has been destroyedKarl Barth
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Easter Meditation

St. Mark 16:7. But go your way,
tell his disciples and Peter that he
goeth before you into Galilee: there
shall ye see him, as he said unto
you.

St. John 21:24. This is the
disciple which testifieth of these
things, and wrote these things: and
we know that his testimony is true.

The Easter truth was eternally
recorded when Mary announced to
the frightened disciples “I have seen
the Lord”. Easter is remembered
by the whole world in that Sunday
has come to be observed as the
Sabbath day instead of Saturday, the
last day of the week. This shows
the importance that the world had to
give to the unique event of Christ’s
resurrection.

Yet we remember the events of
Easter only during the Passion
Week. The rest of the year we follow
a different routine for each day.
Monday begins our mundane work
and it continues every following day.
Sunday finds us in Church and this
goes on again and again.

God has willed that we should
see another Easter day. While
thanking God for this blessing, it
would be good to spend some time
in some meaningful spiritual thinking.
To help us in this exercise, let us read
the two verses quoted at the
beginning.

Prof.J.Ross Chandran

Mary Magdalene and the other
woman were the first to come to the
tomb on that first day of the week.
Let us not forget that they were the
last to leave the crucified Christ. The
first witness to the resurrection event
is required by the angel to tell Peter
in particular that the Lord has risen.
Why Peter in particular? This was
to encourage Peter who had denied
Jesus.

It will be useful to think of four
characters who had much to do in
the events preceeding and following
Easter.

The firstin our thought is Judas.
He was a sinner. He was unfit to be
saved. He was fit only to go wrong
and there was no chance for him to
get to Jesus. He wanted Jesus to
act as he willed and was unwilling to
be reformed by Jesus. A
condemned thief could go to
paradise but not Judas.

There is a beautiful picture
depicting Judas after his betrayal of
his Master. The carpenters and the
soldiers who had made the Cross
meant for Jesus are having their
sound sleep. Judas comes there.
His face shows his despair and then
instead of a change of heart he holds
the bag of silver to his heart closer
and tighter and disappears into the
darkness. Judas was unfit to have
any claim to the first Easter
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experience. He wilfully chose the
path of ruin and self destruction.

Mary Magdalene comes next in
our thought. She had come that
morning to honour the dead body of
Jesus. She had no idea, no hope
that Jesus would rise from the grave.
Her request to Jesus, whom she
mistakes as the gardener is to tell
her where he has hidden the body
of her master. What a surprise
awaits her! The Lord reveals himself
to Mary and she is transformed.
Mary, the once socially condemned
woman, now becomes the most
blessed of all women. She was once
a sinner. But she was willing to be
saved. She had the full measure of
the Easter experience.

The next to stir our thought is
Peter. Peter was the foremost of
the disciples. He was first in
everything. He was the first to fight
for Jesus with a sword. He was also
the first to deny Jesus. Then again,
he was the first to tell the disciples,
as we read in St. John 21:3, “l go a-
fishing”. Their reply, “We also go with
thee”. As we read further we are told
that Jesus came to them. It was
revealed that they could catch no fish
even though they toiled all night.
Without Christ they were now fit
neither to catch fish nor to catch men.
But with Jesus in their midst again
they could get a miraculous catch.
We also learn that Jesus had kept
ready for them their breakfast of bread
and fish.

The questioning of Peter by
Jesus follows. When the question
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“Doyou love me?” is repeated again
and again, Peter breaks down and
the bestin him is filtered out. Jesus
commissions him to tend his sheep.
The transformation of Peter is another
miracle.

In the pages of history we find
Peter in Rome. He meets his old
enemy Simon the magician. He
exposes the evil man. But Simon’s
followers want to kill Peter. Peter had
converted the four mistresses of the
Governor, Agrippa. They changed
their way of life under Peter’s
influence. Xanthippe, the wife of
Albinus, the favourite of the emperor,
took to a life of chastity. Agrippa and
Albinus were enraged. Peter’s life
was in danger. He was prevailed upon
by friends to flee from Rome which
he did. On the way he met Jesus
coming to Rome with the Cross. On
being questioned by the shocked and
surprised Peter, Jesus told him that
he was going to Rome to be crucified
in the place of Peter. This was a
vision. Result? Peter felt ashamed
and returned to Rome.

To mentally torture Peter, his wife
was crucified while he was made to
watch the crucifixion. Peter
encouraged her by saying repeatedly
“Remember the Lord”. When Peter’s
turn came he asked to be crucified
upside down since he did not want to
be equal to his master in being
crucified the usual way.

Finally, we come to John. John
was a man of violent temper. He was
called the son of thunder. When the
people of Samaria blocked Jesus’



way, he wanted them to be destroyed
with fire from heaven.

When a man was casting out
devils, he prevented him since the
man was not a follower of Chirst.

Under the resurrection influence
he became the apostle of Love. His
greatest gift was that he lived to
witness for Christ for many long
years. He was the longest lived of
the disciples and the only one to die
a natural death in very ripe old age.
He had powers to survive
persecution. Boiling oll, fire, poison,
nothing could kill him. He was
purified through experience and
became the Beloved of Jesus. His
final teaching was, “Children love one
another”.

John’s greatest contribution is
his verse, John 3:16. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” This wonderful

verse is rightly called “the little Bible”.

There is a very touching story.
During the It World War an English
soldier by name Bert lay dying in
the trench. Enemy shells had
downed him. While life still lingered
in his bleeding body, he was
appealing to his friend to show him
the way to heaven. The friend, Tim,
too was wounded. Yet he crawled
from trench to trench, braving the
relentless enemy firing to find an
answer for his dying friend. At last
a machine gunner showed him from
his pocket New Testament, the thickly
underlined verse, John 3:16. Tim
returned to Bert with the New
Testament and showed him the
verse. Bertread it again and again
and died with the words “l am going
to Heaven.”

Let the Easter experience
transform our lives and make them
a fit offering to our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. *

The first Easter - the sequence of events
1. A group of women go to the tomb early on the first day of the week to embalm the
body of Jesus (Mark 16:1-2)
2. They discover that the stone has been rolled back (Mark 16:3-4)
3. The body of Jesus is no longer in the tomb; instead they see an angel who
explains the situation and gives them a message (Mark 16:5-7)
4. The women run back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples, and are greeted in the
main with disbelief (Luke 24:8-11,22-23)
5. Peter and the ‘other disciple whom Jesus loved’ go to the tomb and find it empty;
they then return home (John 20:3-10)
6. Mary Magdalene follows them back to the tomb, and remains there after they
have left. Jesus then makes his first appearance, to her (John 20:11-18)
7. On the same day he appears to Peter (Luke 24:34), to the two going to Emmau:
(Luke 24:13-32), and then to the rest of the disciples, except Thomas, back in

Jerusalem (Luke 24:36-43). Rev. Canon David Wheaton
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HaLLowep BE THY NaAME
Matty J. Vilasini White

Gods name is indeed Holy in itself. This relation is beautifully clear and
simple. We pray in the relation that it may be Holy among us also. We are
asking God to give us the strength and faith to keep His name Holy in our
hearts, in our lives and in all we do. God comes to us in his Holy word. His
name is revealed to us ‘To Hallow his name’, It is necessary we read and
believe His word. Itis taught among us, itis taught in our churches and our
houses, in all its divine truth and in all its Holy purity. Every time we study
our Bible, we are doing one of the greatest things on earth. We are hallowing
the name of him to whom we owe everything.

When by the mercy of God we do good to others, when we resist
temptation and overcome evil, when we carry our faith and hope into the
world we are hallowing his name. His name is glorified whence and wherever
people see a Christian live in obedience to the will of God. His name is
Hallowed. The very smallest things we do, if they are done in his name,
keep it Holy among us. In the beginning of the Holy week, He had only one
thought ‘Father Glorify thy name’. He knew that His suffering and death
would Hallow God’s name. It would give us the marvelous power to pray all
the days of our lives. ‘Hallowed be thy name’.

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won!

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb!
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
Life is nought without thee, aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love.
- Edmund Budry (1854-1932)
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Power of Faith and Patienceby Vedasiromony Justin
(self-published, 2009, 236 pp, list price Rs. 150)

Copies of the book available at the Parish Library for Rs. 100/- each.

Reviewed by Prof. Dr. Annamma Joseph

Vedasiromony Justin’s autobio-
graphy “Power of Faith and
Patience” stands apart from other
works of the genre in its unique
approach to theme and organization of
content. Ithas a smooth flow for reading.

The hero of the life’s drama
unfolding before our eyes is not the
author, as is expected in a story of
one’s life, but his Almighty God!
Total submissiveness to Him is the
persuasive hypothesis that gives
meaning to the history of the self.
The life depicted is dynamic and
crowded, of a person with wide
interests and a lot of initiative. Yet,
it is God who oversees every
success and every failure, every
surprise and every crisis, and has
made the author a blessing to others.

The author’s unique approach
to time defines the style of his work.
There is a total disregard to its linear
chronological movement, as he jots
down in the form of anecdotes,
interesting encounters, etc., with the
kind, the cultured and the
unscrupulous — during childhood,
college days, as a government
official, as a pioneering
photographer, as a husband, father,
grand father, friend, a social worker
and as a member of national and
international organizations.
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His wide circle of friends
extending beyond the borders of his
land proves his ability to recognize
worth where it exists. There are also
moments when he shocks us with
scathing criticism where values
break down. In the notes on several
organizations like the YMCA, Y’s
Men International, Red Cross,
Scouts and others, in the quotes
from the great thinkers and the lines
of verse written by the author himself,
as well as in the pieces of advice
strewn throughout, one detects the
zeal of a social reformer.

The continous reference to the
Bible adds another dimension to the
meaning of each incident and
observation. It almost makes the
work an interpretation of the Bible
using human experience and not
human language. There is also a
whole chapter dedicated to the
author’s understanding of the Holy
Bible, which includes an
interpretation of how migrations have
distributed the descendents of Noah
throughout the civilized world of
today.*

On the whole, this fearless
attempt at self revelation justifies the
author’s contention that the thinking

* See Note at the end.



and the doing of a life time of faith,  British Israelites to support their
patience and perseverance must arguments shows that they flout the
necessarily be recorded inlanguage rules of biblical exegesis...The
so that they do not disappear with  historical arguments of British
the man, but benefit others asfaras  Israelites are equally tenuous and no
possible. It is a good book for reputable historian supports them.
today’s youth to read. Although the Bible does not explicitly
(*Note: Chapter 16 of the book, state the fact, it is clear that the so-
entitled ‘The Holy Bible, as | called lost tribes of Israel were largely
understand, and believe’ is dominatecdbsorbed into the tribe of Judah.”
by an eccentric teaching that scholargritish Israelitism was popularized in
call British Israelitism. The main this century by Herbert W. Armstrong
views of this fringe group are that thewho in 1947 founded the Worldwide
Jews are merely one tribe, the tribeChurch of God (“This American
of Judah, and the 10 tribes of Israelersion of British Israelitism has major
which went into exile finally ended up defects in several doctrines and is
as the Anglo-Saxon race, who are the€lassed by most scholars as a cult” —
true Israel. During the time of New International Dictionary of the
Jeremiah, the daughters of the last kinghristian Church, p.228). The author
of Israel took refuge in Ireland and of Power of Faith and Patience
their descendants became the royatcknowledges that he relied on their
family of England. Obviously magazine, the Plain Truth and the
therefore, Old Testament propheciegvritings of Armstrong. Which is a pity,
about Israel are applied to the Britishsince it mars an otherwise excellent
empire, and by extension to Americalautobiography, written in Justin
The Evangelical Dictionary of uncle’s inimitable style. By all means
Theology writes: “A careful read the book, buttake chapter 16 with
examination of the texts used bya big pinch of salt! — MKE) *

KANJIRAMPARA CHURCH
(A project of M.M. Church)

Started on 1-5-2008 with 5 families.

Grown up to 32 families now.

Worship is now in a purchased tiled house on 8.5 cents of land.
Sunday Service, Women'’s Fellowship, Sunday School, house visit etc.
Urgent Need:Change the dilapidated roof (the estimate is Rs. 1.5 lakhs)
Donations can be remitted at our church office.

KINDLY CONTRIBUTE GENEROUSLY
M.M. Church Committee

/
0.0

3

¢

3

¢

3

¢

/
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*

IT IS FINISHED

Juliet Josephus

‘It is finished’ so spake the Saviour,

When on the Cross He bled and died,

It is finished.It is accomplished.,

God’s great Master plan to save Mankind.

For on that Cross when He bled and died,
Sin’s wages cancelled, Death vanquished,
Life eternal He brought with His Blood
That | may forever dwell with Him.

It is finished.No more to be done,

‘It is finished’, thus He spake

Love’s greatest sacrifice was performed,
Thus bridging gap between Man and God..

Glory, glory, oh what future waits

For believers in that gloryland,

God with His people ever shall dwell,
Eternally thus, to part no more.
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WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH?

Sin and death

The Bible consistently links death to sin (Gen 2:17; Ps 90:7-11; Rom 5:12;
Jas 1:15). Death is not natural to man but has arisen because of our rebellion
against God; it is a form of God'’s judgment.

Resurrection or immortality?

The biblical conception of the believer’s life beyond death is commonly
expressed in the phrase ‘resurrection of the body (1 Cor 15:35-38), which
reflects the Bible’s witness to the essential unity of man. This contrasts with
the ‘immortality of the soul’, from the perspective of Platonic philosophy.
[Note: The concept of the immortal soul, the ‘real me’, surviving the death of
this mortal and inferior or evil body which we simply discard, is a pagan
Greek and Hindu concept, not a biblical one. The Bible thinks of true human
existence as bodily existence. The body and the soul/spirit are a God-
created unity, unnaturally separated by death, and the Christian hope is
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that of the resurrection of the body. Then our soul will be ‘clothed’, the
mortal will put on immortality (1 Cor 15:53). The soul’s state after death is
compared to nakedness (2 Cor 5:1-4), something unnatural and temporary,
awaiting the new bodily existence - true immortality.]

The intermediate state

0] Inthe OT the departed are viewed as possessing a disembodied
state in Sheol, regarded as an underworld which received all
the dead.

(i) In the Gospels we have the same view (the Greek equivalent

being Hades). But Luke 23:43 gives our Lord’s confirmation of
the division of the departed between Gehenna (a place of
torment) and Paradise (indicating conscious felicity)

(iii) In the Epistles, the chief message is that the Christian now
departs to be ‘with Christ’, in the conscious enjoyment of his
presence (2 Cor 5:8), and that the intermediate state is not to
be dreaded but eagerly anticipated (Phil 1:23).

It should further be observed that New Testament phraseology does not use
‘heaven’ for the abode of the righteous or ‘hell’ for that of the wicked until
after the judgment.

[Note: It is because a believer departs to be ‘with Christ’ that Protestant
Christians sing ‘Safe in the arms of Jesus’ and carve these words on tombs.
We know that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.
That is why we do not pray for the peace of souls of the dead. We do not
pray or inscribe ‘Rest in Peace’ (R.I.P.) as Roman Catholics do because
they believe in purgatory, a place of purification after death, which the
Bible does not teach].

The resurrection

According to the NT a major accompaniment of the Lord’s return will be the
resurrection of the dead. All who have lived upon earth will share in this
mighty act of renewal.

What will it be like? First, it will be different from our present experience.
Life in the new heavens and earth will be free from the limitations brought
about by the fall and sin. Second, the resurrection will retain some continuity
with our present existence.

[Note: Scripture teaches us to view our resurrection bodies as having the
same nature as Jesus’ resurrection body (Phil 3:21). It was recognizable, it
was a spiritual body, it had new powers (John 20:19-29). More than this we
cannot speculate. The resurrection is followed by the judgment and rewards
or punishment.]

Sources: ‘The Intermediate State’: from In Understanding Be Men; other
sections from Bruce Milne’s Know the Truth, both published by IVP. Notes
in parentheses are added for explanation. *
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SEVEN STANZAS AT EASTER

Make no mistake: if he rose at all

It was as His body;

If the cell’s dissolution did not reverse, the molecules reknit,
the amino acids rekindle,

The Church will fall.

John Updike

It was not as the flowers,

Each soft spring recurrent;

It was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled eyes of the
eleven apostles;

It was as His flesh; ours.

The same hinged thumbs and toes

The same valved heart

That - pierced - died, withered, paused, and then regathered
out of enduring Might

New strength to enclose.

Let us not mock God with metaphor,

Analogy, sidestepping, transcendence,

Making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the faded
credulity of earlier ages:

Let us walk through the door.

The stone is rolled back, not papier-mache,

Not a stone in a story,

But the vast rock of materiality that in the slow grinding of
time will eclipse for each of us

The wide light of day.

And if we have an angel at the tomb,

Make it a real angel,

Weighty with Max Planck’s quanta, vivid with hair, opaque in
the dawn light, robed in real linen

Spun on a definite loom.

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,

For our own convenience, our own sense of beauty,

Lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are embarrassed
by the miracle,

And crushed by remonstrance.

( We live and die; Christ died and lived! - John Stott )
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EASTER EGG _
Dr. J. Dinakarlal

Resurrection of Jesus Christ, which Christians celebrate as Easter is
no doubt a historical reality and serves as central to our faith. As predicted,
Jesus won over death and rose from the dead on the third day after
crucifixion. His well guarded tomb was found empty and according to the
Gospel of Matthew (28:1-10) after an earthquake an angel rolled the stone
of the tomb away and proclaimed his resurrection to Mary Magdalene and
“another Mary” who came there to anoint the body. According to Mark
Mary Magdalene, Mary, mother of James and Salome who went to anoint
the body of Jesus with spices saw a youth dressed in white (16:5) and that
on the morning of resurrection, Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene
(16:9). St. Luke’s Gospel speaks of the women going to the tomb seeing
two angels in shining clothes( 24:4) . Gospel according to John states that
when Mary looked into the tomb, two angels asked her why she was crying
(20:13) and as she turned round she initially failed to recognize Jesus (20:14)

The resurrection of Christ is central to Christian faith and his victory
over death is vital to Christian doctrine. The apostle Paul states in his first
letter to the Corinthians: “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then
not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is futile and your faith is empty”. ( 15:13-14). In short, it is
Christ’s triumph over death through resurrection that has made his sacrifice
on the cross for the sins of humanity meaningful. Paul’s letter to the Romans
speaks of this: “Because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (10:9).

Though resurrection is central to Christian faith, Easter is not celebrated
with as much gaiety as is the case with Christmas. Equivalents of carol singing,
Christmas father visiting children with gifts, decorating houses and churches
with stars, Christmas trees, hollies and the cakes that we associate with
Christmas are not there for Easter. Till very recently, even Easter eggs were
unknown to Indian Christian tradition. But today, not consequent to our realizing
the relevance of Easter eggs, but rather due to the salesmanship of Indian
bakeshops and confectioners Easter eggs have started invading the affluent
homes. Indian Christians, who are even now totally oblivious of the pagan
traditions and legends surrounding Easter egg, started imitating the Western
practice and slowly started accepting it as part of Easter celebration.

How did Easter egg come into being? There are many stories surrounding
it giving it a touch of myth. Some believe that the Easter egg became part of
celebrations when Pope Gregory the Great ordered his missionaries to use
old religious dates, celebrations and festivals, and absorb them into Christian
rituals if needed and the Christian celebration of the Resurrection of Christ
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was ideally suited to be merged with the Pagan feast of Eostre. Many of the
traditions linked to this festival including that of associating the egg were
adopted into the Christian festivities. According to the pagan festival of
Eostre,(The very word ‘easter’ can etymologically be traced to the name of
the Germanic goddess Ostara/Eostre ) the egg was a symbol of the rebirth
of earth through Spring season. This was adopted by early Christians as a
symbol of the resurrection of Christ. The oldest tradition was to use dyed or
painted chicken eggs as Easter egg, but today it is substituted by chocolate
eggs, or even plastic eggs filled with candies. One can see hares that take
shelter in their holes in Winter, come out to the open in plenty during Spring
and with a touch of folklore, children in the West believe that these eggs are
often hidden, allegedly by the Easter Bunny for children to collect on Easter
morning. Children who wait for Santa Claus’ gifts hidden in socks on
Christmas morn wait of course with same thrill and anticipation, for Easter egg
on Easter morn!

Rituals, symbols, traditions and folklore should not be ignored as irrelevant
so long as we can find a meaning. No doubt in this case we associate start
of a new life with an egg and accept it as a symbol of grave and a new life
resurrected or a promise (of salvation) renewed by breaking it. As we break
the Easter egg this time, let us with gratitude and faith understand the
meaning of the suffering of the Lord on the cross and the relevance of the
cracking of his tomb that is quite significant for the assurance of salvation
through His blood and the resurrection of Christ as the hope for all who
desire salvation.

The importance of the resurrection of Christ was realized by the early
church and acknowledged with enthusiasm and preached with fervour (Acts
2:31; 4:33; 17:18; 26:23). Resurrection of Christ is vital to our faith and
Paul declares: “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still
in your sins. Then those also who have fallen sleep in Christ are lost. If only
for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.”
But then Paul triumphantly declares, “But Christ has indeed been raised from
the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:14-20).

Our faith has made us realize that the resurrection of Jesus, which we
celebrate as Easter, is the foundation of Christian faith. The breaking of
the tomb and the resurrection affirm Jesus as the lamb of God sacrificed
for the atonement of our sins and give us the hope that God will judge the
world in righteousness. To those who believe in the sufferings, crucifixion
and resurrection of Christ, God has assured a new birth and hope. Let the
Easter egg remind us that we have to be spiritually resurrected with Jesus. %
Dr. J. Dinakarlal was professor of English in Scott Christian College, Nagercoil

for three decades. He was active in our CEYF in the late 60's and early 705%s.
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MEANINGFUL VACATION TOWARDS BRILLIANT

VOCATION Christenson E. Sarasam

The current academic year has come to a close and children are joyfully
entering into a period of mid-summer vacation. It's quite true that certain
examinations may overlap the coming months for some students. But, overall,
for majority of children, the months: April-May will surely be holidays, far
from the hustle and bustle of their busy schedules. Certainly, there is a
sigh of relief from stringent tuitions: both morning and evening well punctuated
as prefix and suffix to the class room hours. But, during vacation, the
popular tendency is to seek pastimes of choice: to send children to their
grandparental home, compulsorily make them stay there for a few days,
arrange visits to attractive destinations, admit them to talent development
programmes of several sorts: academic and non-academic, render training
in sports and games and provide advance learning for the next class and
introduce them to exciting activities: of course, the list is quite exhaustive.

As Christian parents, we need to focus on the Biblical perspective of
nurturing and tutoring our children. They must be brought up in the fear of
the Lord, for “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. Inculcating
Christian values is not so often easy when children are pressed with the load
of class room lessons on a daily basis. The nature of future vacation is
instilled in the child’s mind even from the kindergarten days. They are
constantly motivated towards achieving that goal (normally set by parents) by
putting them through several cumbersome exercises. The taste and aptitude
of the child is overlooked and almost everyone is enthused to press the child
either into medical or engineering curriculum. In the whole deal, we forget
the fact that God has a plan and purpose of each one and that our children
should be kept in the centre of God’s will to be shaped and molded by Him.

The Vacation Bible School is a wonderful arena where children are provided
with Biblical inputs, inspirational lessons on heroic lives of outstanding men
and women of faith, opportunity for learning heart throbbing and melodious
songs and be in the company of children from different persuasions. The
libertine spirit that is derived from such a lovely atmosphere is quite memorable.
Through serious as well as light sessions, the focus of the curriculum is
always to enable children to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and
Saviour and in turn inquisitively find God’s will in their lives.

“Train a child in the ways of the Lord while he is young and he will never
depart from it” is an admonition that is recorded in the scriptures. There are
innumerous children in our generation who have willingly yielded themselves
to the Master’s hands in their prime years through VBS and related summer
camps who are now shining as beacons of light in diverse realms of life.
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8" DEATH ANNIVERSARY SAFE IN THE ARMS
25" April 2010 OF JESUS
In Loving memory of 50 Death Anniversary
In very loving memory of

Prof. D. REKSHA DAS
(Christian College, Kattakadg)

‘Shine Villa’, Pattom.
“Ever in our thoughts, S. MOKSHAKKAN

Though not in our midst” ]
By : Mrs. Omana Reksha Das (wife) Fondly remembered by Wife,

& Children Children and Family members

Mid-summer vacation offers sufficient time for personal reflection and
overhauling of young lives. It is time to reset priorities, streamline them in
godly ways and instill the golden virtues of love, joy, peace, patience, sacrifice
and the like. This is the best opportunity to foster the habit of reading: (extra
reading of a vivid variety of library books and in depth scanning of the daily
newspapers). Letthem be motivated to write and express their own ideas on
topics of common interest. Insist the child to listen to current news and not be
carried away by the unprofitable entertainments in the channels.

“If a child is taught to carry the Bible in childhood, surely, the Bible will
carry him in old age”. The scripture should not just be an idol or a jewel,
but, it should be personalized and internalized in childhood days which will
definitely sustain and stabilize everyone till the last breath. Dear young
ones, in the midst of your leisure and pleasure, devote sufficient time during
holidays to grapple with the ways and plans of God for your individual and
personal life. Amidst academic pressure, let your hearts be saturated with
the Word, let your mind be set on Him above, let your heart listen to His
gentle voice, let your knees be bent before Him, let your mouth declare His

glory and let your hands serve Him wholeheartedly.
*
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Circle Prayer List
April 2010 (6:30 pm)

Mr. Justin Raj T Parottukonam
1.?3338'3210 Mr. D.P.Balachandran Pattom
Y | Mr. Lalason Watts Lane
Mr. Anand M.N Y.M.R
09#(2%.5010 Mrs.Lalitha C Haris Nanthencode Bains Compound
Y | mr. D. Selvaraj Pattoor
Mr. Y. Ramsus Marappalam
1%)28'3210 Mr. George C.D Nanthavanam
Y| Mr. N. Benson Nr. General Hospital
Mr. J. Prakash Francis | Edappazhaniji
16#?%‘5010 Mr. Zaem Enoch Nanthencode Bains Compound
Y I wmr. Pradeep Ghosh Thekkumoodu
20.04.2010 Mr. Antony Johnson Nanthavanam
Tuesday Mr. Crompton Pattom
Mr. Manuel Sathya N.C.C. Road
Mr. P. Vinu Kumar Sasthamangalam
23#?;5:010 Mrs.Catherine Aniyan Lane, Ambalamukku
Y | Dr. Balsalam Thekkumoodu
Mr. Ranijith Lal Gold Gandhi Nagar
Z;j):éﬁglo Mr. Saju Roy ‘Zion’, Pattom
Y | Mr. Moses Sam NehemighObservatory Lane
Mr. C.A. Stewart Singh | Charachira
30#?%‘2010 Mr. J. Jayakumar Nanthencode Bains Compound
Y | mr. . Selvaraj Thrikkannapuram
Mr. Ross Nixon Thirumala
O#féss'gglo Mr. Arther Lawrence Manchadivila
Y | Mr. E. Jaison Poochadivila
Mr. N. Sajukumar Kannamoola
07952910 M. Shajimon K. L Y.M.R
Y| Dr. John Thomas Mangad

Lord Jesus, risen from the dead and alive forevermore:
stand in our midst today as in the upper room;

show us your hands and your side:

speak peace to our hearts and minds;
and send us forth into the world as your witnesses;
for the glory of your name.

(A prayer by John Stott)
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