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“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures,....
He was buried and. ..... rose again the third day
according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3,4)
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At Mnrllwmu Study Centre, Mannanthala
April 23, 24, 25

Age Limit: 7 to 14
Fees - Rs. 600 per head

2012 April 210 14
9 AM to 12.30 PM

Age Limit: 3 to 25
Fees - Rs. 75 per head

Additional Secretary to Government

Mr. Jesuson E. Sarasam is promoted and posted as
Additional Secretary to Government in the
Development Department, Government of Kerala.
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Rashma's academic excellence

Gold medallist Rashma RSV(Lecturer at Mohandas
College of Engineering, Trivandrum), who received her
M.Tech. Degree in Geotechnical Engineering at the
ninth convocation of the National Institute of
Technology - Surathkal, Karnataka, secured a

\ . Cumulative Grade Point Average of 10 (on 10). She is

the daughter of Prof. R.N. Satyadas and Er. A.J. Vilasini.
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Editorial................

JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN

Jesus Christis risen from the dead; He
lives in the hearts of millions of people
throughout the world. We have experienced
Him in our lives as a living reality. As a testinory
to this truth, He hears our prayers. He helps us
in times of need. He forgives our sins. He grants
freedom from all forms of bondage and
addiction. He leads us along paths of
righteousness. He gives comfort to the
suffering. He heals the broken hearted. He is
indeed the risen Saviour.

The Son of God was forsaken by God
and man. He bore our sins and endured the
judgement that we merited. All mankind hated
Him without a cause. He was scorned by His
own people. Many who saw Him on the cross
expressed offensive words. They who ridiculed
His trust in God suggested that God will deliver
Him. But, the Lord endured the Cross,
accomplished God'’s mission and rose again the
third day.

The offer of grace is available to all
who believe in the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. God wishes to redeem us
through His son Jesus Christ and infill us with
the power of resurrection. Shall we volunteer
to accept the risen Lord individually and
personally and invite Him to reign in our lives?

Christenson E. Sarasam
Editor.



The Presbyter Speaks....

Pastoral Ministry in the urban context

Theme of the year
Empowering the congregation for God’s Mission

Dearly beloved in Christ,

Loving greetings to you all in the matchless name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Golden verses of the month :

"Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. Ye
have sown much and bring in little, ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye
drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none
warm: and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with
holes.” (Haggai 1:5,6)
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Haggai was one of the minor prophets in the Old Testament who lived
either in the city of Jerusalem or in the city of Babylon. The name “Haggai”
means “festal one”. Haggai a post Exile Prophet began his prophecy in
520 BC, Sixteen years after they were released by Cyrus. Cyrus had
proclaimed a decree allowing the people of Israel to return to Jerusalem
and to rebuild the Temple. The Jews after their return set up an altar of
sacrifice and worked on the foundations of the temple . While on rebuilding
they were interrupted by their adversaries like the Samaritans. Because
of these difficulties, people lost their enthusiasm of rebuilding the temple
for about eighteen years.

God’s call came to Haggai and he began his ministry by declaring
that the unfavourable situations of the people was the result of their
disobedience. He asked the people to amend their ways and set their
spiritual priorities in order to receive blessings from God. The prophet
asks the people, “Is it time for you, O ye , to dwell in your cieled houses
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and this house lie waste?” (Haggai 1:4) The people responded instantly.
Haggai encouraged the people saying “Be strong” to build the temple
instead of using their time and energies to build their homes and their
personal comforts. At last the prophet brought them to a sense of their
responsibility and set before them God’s will. He urges them to a solemn
rededication of their lives to God; and promise that God will take their
former poverty away and bless them abundantly.

This verse specifically emphasises the responsibility of the people to
the building of temple of God. The words of Haggai encourage the people
to see their spiritual responsibilities and thereby enjoy the blessings from
God. So, let us turn towards God and try to find out the ways of the
Almighty. Jesus came to liberate us from fear and from sin for empowering
us to own our responsibilities. It is possible only through the ‘new covenant’
(Matt.26:20-30) relationship between God and human beings. Itis between
the personal human (man/woman) relationship and God. This relationship
will enrich us to own our responsibilities to the glory of God. When we are
able to work for Christ, we will be able to enjoy our earning. Therefore let
us be sensitive to the risen Lord as reasponsible believers and enjoy our
God given benefits. “Thus saith the Lord of hosts; consider your ways.”

Passion week:- This month we observe the passion week and Self
Denial (April 1-8). Our Gospel Band is making arrangements for all
sessions of meditations under the leadership of our Presbyters. Prayerfully
come and patrticipate in the passion- week devotions. Let the Holy Spirit
help us to examine our lives and inspire us towards the glory of God.

| know that many of us are observing the lent with ‘Fasting and prayer’
to express our dedication to the Lord and Saviour. Lent season helps us
to deny our ‘self’ and trust in the Lord and re-dedicate our lives to the will
of God by giving our ‘self denial’ offerings.

Vacation Bible School:- Our VBS begins from 2nd April and ends
with 14th. Do not forget or neglect to send your children to participate in
the VBS. Other temptations should not prevent them. Parents, please
remember to lead your children to ‘Jesus’ through VBS, which will be a
blessing to their “life -span”.

St. Mark’s Day:- Mark, the author of the Gospel of St. Mark is the
apostle of Africa. Mark a young man in his early teens during the ministry
of Jesus became a friend and companion of the Apostle Paul and Apostle
Peter. He died on 25 th April in 68 AD, so 25th April is considered as St.
Mark’s day.
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Ringel Taube Vedamanikam Day celebration:- April 25th 1806 is
considered as the beginning of protestant mission in Tranvancore.
Vedamanikam the converted X'ian from Saivisam invited Ringel Taube
to Mylaudy. This was an awakening to Christianity in South Travancore.
Thus LMS Mission was started in Travancore on 25th April 1806.

Monthly Sangam Subscription:- Hope that all the members of our
church have cleared their sangam arrears by March 31st. Kindly
remember to give prayerfully as much as you can as your regular Sangam
offerings from the blessings you received from the Lord.

Confirmation Service and Baptism:- We are planning to arrange
baptism on Easter Sunday and the confirmation service on 22nd April.
Parents who want to baptise their children should give their names
sufficiently early and come for a meeting at 4 pm on 7th Saturday. A
day's retreat is arranged for the confirmation candidates on 21st Saturday.
All confirmation candidates should come for the retreat.

Rev. Isaac Paul Singh Achen, Rachel Kochamma and their beloved
daughter Aphia are leaving us by the end of April, after the completion of
their successful five years of ministry in our church. As a family of
ministerial team, they were engaged in all the activities of our church in
multifarious ways. Paul Singh Achen, as a presbyter is blessed with multi-
lingual ability in leading all the services of our church. He has a missionary
zeal and a systematic scheme of pastoral visit giving special attention to
the members who are sick in need for prayer and counselling. Now he is
preparing to take-up the new assignment in the children’s ministry under
Board for Christian Education. We do hope that it will be a blessing to the
ministry among the children of our diocese. Let us continue to pray for
them that God may give them vision and strength to take up the new
ministry. As we say farewell to Paul Singh Achen and family let us also
get ready to welcome the new presbyter and family in our ministry team.

May the grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be with us all.
With Easter greetings and prayers.

Yours in Christ

Vincent Achen
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From Secretary’s pen................ _I

Dear Friends,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ!

The first quarter of 2012 is over under the shelter of His wings. Summer
has taken over with its inherent hardships. May God protect us from the drought
and associated contagious diseases. The children are away from their schools
finding it difficult to spend the daytime. Don't forget to join the V.B.S. and to
participate in the children’s camp.

Mr. K. Hudson has agreed to be the Sunday Auction convener.

A subcommittee is functioning under the convenership of
Dr. Sindhuja for establishing a clinic at Selam mission field. Medical personnel
(doctors and nurses) willing to offer voluntary/ paid service at Selam for short
or long periods are requested to enroll their names .

Advance has been paid for purchase of the piece of land at
Manikanteswaram for constructing a church in that mission field. Pray and
donate generously for the same.

Aunit of Missionary Prayer Fellowship of our diocese is being started in
our church for which the prayer secretary of Gospel Band
(Mr. Y. Christudas) has been nominated as the convener.

Permanent membership has been granted to Mr. Joshua Jayaseelan,
TC. 14/1257, TVM. 33.

It has been decided to sanction the following charitable aids:-

1. Widow pension to Elizabeth Mani, Plamoodu
2. Marriage aid:-

Linisha, Parasuvakkal - Rs. 2000
Mercy, Kottarakara - Rs. 5000
Shobi, Kazhakoottam - Rs. 2000
Ramya Mole, L.M.S. Compound - Rs. 3000
3. Medical aid:-
Biju T., Vellarada - Rs. 2000
Saroja Satyadas, Alburn - Rs. 1000
Manoharan, Sasthavattom - Rs. 1000
Nesayyan, Perumkadavila - Rs. 2000
Rajan, Pallichel - Rs. 1000
Saritha, Poozhanad - Rs. 1000

4. Housing aid to Satyanesan, Kattakkada - Rs. 3000
5. Educational aid to Vasanthan, Kattakada - Rs. 3000

May God bless us all!
Dr. Samson Nessiah
Church Secretary
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The Cross

Dr. Florence Isaac

The Cross is the emblem of
God's love. When Jesus was on the
Cross, His blood draining the life from
His body He knew what it was like to
be alone and wracked with pain. But
Jesus’ pain was far more than just
physical pain, for He was suffering
God’s judgement on all the sins of the
ages- the greatest darkness of the
soul ever known- He died a gruesome
death on the Cross on our behalf.
There was no other way for sin’s
penalty to be paid and for us to be
redeemed. Christ’s nail pierced
hands are beautiful beyond measure
for they tell us of His love and His
willingness to save us regardless of
the cost. In Him we have redemption
through His blood (Ephesians 1:7).

Jesus gave His head to the
crown of thorns for us. He gave His
face to the human spittle for us. He
gave His cheeks and His beard to
be plucked out for us. He gave His
blood for us. Jesus Christ, dying in
our place, taking the sins on the
Cross, is God’s love in action. He
was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities, the chastisement of
our peace was upon Him and with
His stripes we are healed.

The Cross boldly stands against
the confusion of our world, a beacon
of hope in the midst of darkness and
doubt. In the Cross, Christ not only
bridged the gap between God and us,
but there we find the answers to life’s

mate what Christ did for us through
the Cross. By it our salvation was
won, and by it, our lives and our world
can be transformed. What difference
does the Cross make in our lives?

Jesus was nailed to the cross for
6 full hours with a crown of thorns on
His head and His hand and feet pierced
through with nails. Can you imagine the
agony Jesus suffered on the Cross on
our behalf? At the ninth hour Jesus
lifted up His voice and cried: “It is
finished”. He did not mean His life was
ebbing away or God'’s plan had been
foiled. Though death was near, Jesus
realized that the last obstacle had been
hurdled and the last enemy destroyed.
He has successfully and triumphantly
completed the task of redemption. With
the word “Itis finished”, He announced
that heaven’s door was open.

The greatest news is that
Christisrisen. Death is a defeated
foe. Christ has won the victory.
Because Christ rose from the dead,
we know there is life after death, and
that if we belong to Him we need not
fear death or Hell. Christis alive. And
because He is, “He is able to save
completely those who come to God
through Him, because He always
lives to intercede for them” (Hebrews
7:25). Hallelujah! Is our confidence
in Jesus Christ - the risen Lord- What
a glorious hope we have because
Jesus is alive!

HOW AWESOME!

deepest questions. Never underesti—
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The Power of Resurrection
Miss Matty J. Vilasini White

The first resurrection day was one
of gloom and despair for the
disciples of our Lord. Three days
before, their Master had been
crucified and buried. Seventytwo
hours of disappointment and as the
first day of the week dawned, their
hopelessness and gloom
deepened unto bitter frustration.
The scene was altogether sighing
and sobbing. But before nightfall
and before that day ended, Jesus’
followers were glad. Mourning in
the morning to gladness, joy and
victory by evening.

What is the great change? The
power of Resurrection. The
disciples were glad when they saw

the Lord. The Resurrection
changed the mourning into
gladness, weeping into joy. All
sorrow had been for nothing. Jesus
did not sympathize with their heart
breaking distress, instead obeyed
the will of His dear father in heaven.

Jesus died that He would rise
again the third day. His enemies
remembered; but followers forgot
His words. All the sorrow they
experienced was because they
believed not His words. The
disciples only believed when they
saw with their own eyes.

Seeing is believing; but Bible
declares: “Believing is Seeing.”

Oh! Happy Easter Morning

Jesus died our souls to save
Death and grave He overcame
O! Happy Easter Morning.

Long before the light of day

An angel rolled the stone away
Mary came and looked around
The bright and shining angel said:
“Christ is risen from the dead”

O! Happy Easter Morning.

Why seek ye the Living among the dead?

He is not here; He is RISEN
O! Happy Easter Morning.

- <3
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A Royal Priesthood

E. David Raj

Each one who has accepted
Jesus Christ and lives according to
His will is a king and priest in Christ.

Jesus Christ is the corner
stone and the apostles are the
foundation stones. The Holy Spirit
dwells in this mansion.

Those who once dwelt in
darkness, who once were not the
people of God, but through
repentence will be kings and
priests under Christ, if they remain
faithful to the end.

They will be brothers and

sisters of Jesus, who is the King of
Kings and the Great High Priest.

Christ, who is the chosen and
precious corner stone gives
strength to the believers who are
the other stones. If we live close to
Christ, we can live happily and
fearlessly. The Holy Spirit of God
dwells in every believer.

May God grant us grace to live
in Christ and be a member of His
Royal Priesthood.

(Translated by Poovi Thanka Kumari J.)
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THE CROSS AND THE CHURCH

Rev. T. Devaputhiran

The cross is the pivotal point
around which the whole of
individual and community life of
Christians revolve. It manifests
God’s unfathomable love towards
humankind. The cross has been
the sign of Christian presence
from the first century. Tombs,
churches, monasteries, rosaries,
chains, thirumangalyams etc bear
the symbol of cross signifying the
central place of the cross in the
gospel. But down through the
centuries we have been hearing
the voice of the servants of God
to personalize or internalize the
cross more than keeping it
outside our body and mind.

‘The Christian community is
essentially a community of the
cross’ says Dr. John Stott in his
book, The Cross of Christ (2001)
P.339. By following our master,
we too face opposition and
persecution in India. Denial of
Government benefits to the
Christian dalits, the ever growing
hatred towards Christians forcing
people not to celebrate the new
year and making people to work
on Sunday, the day of
resurrection of the Lord are some
of the subtle ways of persecution.
But looking at the cross, we are
encouraged to glorify the Lord in
and through our suffering (cf.Hb
12:2,3). How are we to be

{(12)

benefitted by the cross? What is
the proper response to the cross?
are the two questions that we are
going to keep in mind as we
meditate. We have three sub-
headings before us.

1. Personalising the cross:

The cross of Jesus Christ
should be in our heart. It is not
the shape of the cross, but the
meaning of the cross and what
Christ has done for us and the
whole creation, is what is needed
to be borne in our heart.
Realization that Christ died for me
too and the assurance of the
forgiveness of sins are essential
for our Christian life. Here we may
remember how Bartimaeus, the
blind man internalized the prophet
Isaiah’s statements about the
Messiah, by calling out to Jesus
and proclaiming him as the son
of David (Mk. 10:47, 48). Knowing
what Christ has done on the cross
and receiving the benefit of the
cross is essential in leading a life
of witness. It is a pity many call
themselves Christians without
this experience of personalizing
or internalizing the cross. The
cross should move from the
cognitive level to our experiential
level.

2. Practising the cross:
The next step in our spiritual
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journey is to manifest the message
of the cross in our life too. The
meaning of the cross should not
only be known but also to be
internalized and practised. For
example, the cross alters our
relationship with God and others
and the binding force is love. How
is relationship with God and
others? Jesus died for others. Are
you a man or woman for others?
The cross teaches us self-denial,
service to others. The cross is for
all people. So, be inclusive in
reaching out to people. Do not
be a narrow-minded commu
nalist (cf. 1 Pet. 3:8). The cross
teaches us love towards our
enemy too, which seems to be
a rare commodity in this war-
mongering and power-
mongering world. The cross
teaches us to overcome evil
with good (1 Pet. 3:7 also Rom.
12:9, 17, 21). In this regard, the
sacraments help us to do this, by
reminding us what Christ has done
on the cross. The cross also helps
us to understand the problem of
suffering and helps us to have a
right perspective of suffering.
Suffering makes us to glorify the
Lord and manifests God’s power
that makes our suffering not only
a means but also instrumental to
get greater blessing and leads to
further glorification of the Lord.
Suffering leads to personal
maturity too. The cross also
teaches us humility, forgiveness,

concern for others and other divine N

characters. In these ways, the
cross is a challenge for us and an
encouragement too.

3. Proclaiming the cross:

After personalizing and start
practising the message of the
cross, proclaiming the message
of the cross should be part of our
life. Telling the good news to
someone saying that Christ died
for him too is a privilege and so a
joyful task. You do not have to be
rude, yet know the fact that you
are His disciple and have
received the command to go out
and preach the gospel. Your life,
observed by others will produce
credibility to your proclamation.
An historical opportunity has
come for us to bear witness by
word and deed, as the Hindu
fundamentalists are trying to
tighten the knot around us. Let our
loving response to their hatred
and persecution and speak the
message and the power of the
Cross.

Prayer : Saviour of the world, the
refuge of the penitent who
forgives and strengthens all who
seek, empower your people with
the faith in you so that they may
bear the cross which they are to
carry depending upon your grace
and comfort, for your presence is
all sufficient through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns
with Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end.
Amen.
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"For Lord so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that who ever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)
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MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH CHOIR
Cq;iw'teef you fér
An Easter Meditation in Music

Passion songs, Modern Easter songs, Anthems, Traditional
Hymns & Classical pieces performing along with Junior Choir

on Sunday, 8th April 2012 at 7.00 pm.

Come, participate, enjoy & make life meaningful
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

CS| MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH

Regular Weekly Programme

Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 7.00 a.m

Malayalam Service
Tamil Service
Malayalam Service
English Service
Malayalam Service
Sunday School
Women'’s Fellowship
CEYF

BCL Union

JCEF

Choir Practice
Teens Bible Hour
Contemporary Worship (First Sunday)
Bible Class

Vestry Prayer

Circle Prayer (3 houses)

Vestry Prayer

Gospel Band House Visit

Women's Fellowship

Senior Citizens' Fellowship

Worship & Witnessing Service
Circle Prayer (3 houses)

Choir Practice

Preparation Service (First Saturday)

Members of the Church Committee

Name

Rev. C.R. Vincent (President)

Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Presbyter)
Rev. K. Isaac Paul Singh (Presbyter)
Dr. Samson Nessiah (Secretary)

Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred (Accountant)
Dr. S.G. Churchin Ben

Mr. Y. Christudas

Mr. Christenson E. Sarasam

Mr. Victor E. Joseph

Er. M. Sam Moses

Dr. Mrs. Sindhuja Suresh

Er. Joshi Das Y.S.

Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh

Mrs. Grisilda Wills

Mr. K. Hudson

Church Office

Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton)

Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.)

Mr. T. Rajeev (Peon Cum Gardener)

Phone No.
2316544
2724658
2316644
2334036
2534781
2315655
2318213
2327722
2316749
2311754
2533672
2315106
2436338
2313467
2355229

2311347

06.00 a.m
07.00 a.m
08.00 a.m
10.00 a.m
04.15 p.m

09.30a.m &03.00 p.m

10.00 a.m
10.00 a.m
11.00 a.m
11.00 a.m
11.00 a.m
03.00 p.m
06.15 p.m
05.30 p.m
06.30 p.m
06.30 p.m
07.00 p.m
03.30 p.m
04.30 p.m
04.30 p.m
06.15 p.m
06.30 p.m
05.00 p.m
07.00 p.m

Mobile

9446850066
9400370085
9446749621
9447126931
9895110652
9447177666
9895114633
9995100420
9446556749
9447011754
9747225493
9446052121
9495551064
9995236650
9446589715

9446616080
9447525339
9895801012




