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"Wowman, why dre you weeping?
Whom do you seeR? " (Jofn 20:15)
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CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH
C H U R C H Regular Weekly Programme
Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 07.00a.m
Devotion Prayer (Monday to Saturday) 07.30 a.m to 01.00 p.m
V O I C E Sunday ~ Malayalam Service 06.00 a.m
Tamil Service 07.00a.m

Malayalam Service 08.00 a.m
h s English Service 10.00 a.m
12 yw Of pUblIC&I on Malayalam Service 04.15p.m
Sunday School 09.30 a.m & 03.00 p.m
Women's Fellowship 10.00 a.m
APRIL 2014 CEYF 11.00a.m
BCL Union 11.00a.m
JCF 11.00a.m
CHier EbiTor Choir Practice 11.00am
Rev. C.R. Vincent Young Family Fellowship 05.30 p.m
Praise and Worship (First Sunday) 06.15 p.m
EbITOR Monday  Bible Class 05.30 p.m
) Vestry Prayer 06.30 p.m
R. Sajan Samson Tuesday  Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Vestry Prayer 07.00 p.m
Wednesday Gospel Band House Visit 03.30 p.m
Women's Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam | Thursday Senior Citizens' Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer Worship & Witnessing Service 06.15 p.m
Friday Missionary Prayer Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Dr. ChristensonE. Sarasam Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Adv. Sarjine Thomas Saturday  Choir Practice 05.00 p.m
Preparation Service (First Saturday) 07.00 p.m

Members of the Church Committee

The Editor Name Phone No.  Mobile

Church Voice Rev. C. R. Vincent (President) 2316544 9446850066
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Preshyter) 2724658 9400370085
M.M. Church Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer (Presbyter) 2316644 8547811284
L.M.S. Compound Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam (Secretary) 2327722 9995100420
. Adv. Sarjine Thomas (Accountant) 2435142 9847104775
Trivandrum - 695 033 Mr. Y. Christudas 2318213 9895114633
Ph: 2311347 Dr. S. G. Churchin Ben 2315655 9447177666
Dr. Arthur Jacob J. 9447965063
Articles / Feedback | opr s. satheesh 2315232 9447104460
may be sent to : Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred 2534781 9895110652
Mr. R. Sajan Samson 2555013 9447153170
churchvoice@gmail_com Er. Joshi Das Y.S. 2315106 9446052121
before 151 of every month Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh 2436338 9495551064
Mrs. Pushpa Madan 2553247 9847215215
Church Voice can be Dr. John Sajit Edwin 2326839 9847040490

e ol = o Church Office 2311347
X Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton) 9446616080
website Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.) 9447525339
www.mateermemorialchurch.com | -y, 1 Rajeey (Peon Cum Gardener) 9895801012

o



From the Presbyter’s desk

Theme of the year:

Pastoral Ministry in the Urban context
'Enable the Congregation to bear witness'.
Dearly beloved ones in Christ

| am greatly delighted in greeting you in the name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Golden verse of the month:

‘The Lord is not slack concerning His promise as some men count
slackness, but is long suffering to us - ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance’. (2 Pet.3:9).
aoIdeN) I Yo:

‘afleid @220 o) Afl2IdAlENM®) Galdpel GAOMOal @]
QRdIBomo MIAIBOIa 008 @IAMIeNMTIEL @R MUTla] Galdd»IN®
af)2100I0)0 DOMAVONNOH|SIAUOM @RAINE aflaj MlEBEs0S 3130l
AHUD BHO6MIHH)MEMW)BB).” (2 alG®9.3:9).

'God is faithful' is a statement of St. Paul. Christian stewardship is
always intertwined with the faithfulness of God towards his people. The
parable of Jesus Christ talks about stewardship. It is a story of rich master
entrusting his property to his servants. There are various kinds of talents
(abilities as gifts of God). No one is created without some gifts. God gives
us opportunity to express our stewardship. Always there is sufficient space
for human effort through which we can enrich and build up our God given
talent. God gives us ability to take decision in view of the responsibilities
given to us. This gives us the chance to prove our faithfulness on stewarship.

There is a day for evaluating our work when the Lord returns. The
faithful servant will receive his rewards in accordance with his/her faithfulness.
The reward is to have life-eternal in entering the joy of the Lord in Heaven.
Each and everyone of us get reward in the kingdom of God where everybody
is blessed equally in God's love and joy. The common question we hear is:
'What can | do? with this much money/resources? This is a devilish whisper
in humans ears. Usually we blame God or criticise others to escape from
the responsibility. Friends, we can work and pray for better results with our
God given talents and stand before God as faithful servants (1 Cori.10:13).

Lent is a season to refresh us in faith and commitment to Christ.
Therefore, 'take up the cross of suffering denying oneself." God will accept
our faithful efforts, when He comes and receive our accounts. "Well done -
good, excellent' are His comments on our work. Will you be able to hear
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this satisfactory words from our Saviour? Repentance, faith in God's calling
and commitment are necessary for the reward. Eventhough God is awaiting
all of us with the rewards, only the faithful ones will be able to receive the
same. St. Peter writes that Christ is coming soon but He is waiting for our
readiness. Are you ready to receive Him?

The second Epistle of Peter differs slightly from the first one in language
and style, in terms of the subject matter. Even though the second chapter
bears resemblance to the Epistle of Jude, it does not invalidate the petrine
authorship. Il Peter was written shortly before Peter's death in about 58 AD.
The purpose of this Epistle was to address the false teachings which are
prevalent among the believers against the promises of Christ. This letter
can be classified as follows for the sake of study.

1. Power of Christ and Spiritual growth (Ch-1:1-21)
2. Preservation by Christ and end of the false teachers (Ch-2:1-22)
3. Prediction concerning Christ's return and new heavens and new earth

(Ch-3:1-18)

It was Peter who made the great confession. "Thou art the Christ, the
son of the living God." And in reply Christ declared, Thou art Peter, and
upon this rock | build my Church." This great Apostle who served his divine
master, so zealously for His sake died a martyr's death. According to the
tradition he suffered, crucifixion with his head downward as an expression
of his sorrow and humility for having denied His Lord just before His death.
Let the power of the Holy spirit enable us to lead a faithful life and to prepare
others towards 'His Second Coming'

There are a few things to remember and thanks to God for this month.

VBS: Our VBS starts from 31st March and ends on 12th April. The theme
for this year is "We are the living stones'. Let us prayerfully send our children
to the Vacation Bible School. This will help them to dedicate their lives to
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through the activities of VBS, the God
given talents of our children will be enriched and will be a blessing to their
life.

Palm Sunday: On Sunday,13th April, we observe as Palm Sunday, to
commemorate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem before His passion
and resurrection. This Sunday is traditionally called Palm Sunday. It is also
called 'Peace Sunday'. The Prince of Peace, the coming ruler of God's people
brings peace to the world.

Passion week and self denial offerings: This is the time to examine our
lives. This year the passion week starts from April 14th to 20th. The
meditations are being led by various persons which would be a great
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opportunity to examine us in the light of God's intervention in our lives.

I know that we are observing some form of self denial. Many of us are
observing the lent with 'Fasting and Prayer' to renew our commitment to
Jesus Christ. May Lord help us to deny our 'self' and trust in the Lord and
rededicate our lives to the will of God. Our self denial offerings, which are
separated for the glory of God may be offered in the Good Friday services in
view of our total surrender and submission to Him.

St. Mark's Day: 25th April is the death anniversary of St. Mark, who died in
68 AD. This day we remember St. Mark, the Evangelist, the author of the
Gospel. He was a disciple and apostle of Jesus Christ and became the
interpreter of Simon Peter. He is considered as the founder of Christianity
in Africa.

Ringel Taube - Vedamanikyam Day: Vedamanikyam, the converted
Christian from saivism invited Ringel Taube to Mylady. Hence Ringel Taube
came to Mylady on 25th April, 1806 and that is considered to be the beginning
of South Travancore Mission of LMS.

Monthly Sangam Subscription: All are expected to clear their Sangam
arrears by March 31st. Kindly remember to give prayerfully as much as you
can, as your regular Sangam offerings in view of our commitment to give.

Confirmation Service and Baptism: On 30th of March, we are planning
to arrange the Confirmation Service. One day retreat is arranged for the
confirmation candidates. The date, venue and other details for retreat will
be announced later. We are planning to arrange Baptism on Easter Sunday
(20-04-2014). Kindly furnish details for Baptism in the prescribed form.

The Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam Achan, Smt. Siby Kochamma and their family
are leaving us by the end of April on completion of their successful five years
of Ministry in our Church as the District Chairman and Senior Pastor. As a
family of Ministerial team, they were engaged in all the activities of Church
in various ways. Sahanam Achan, as a presbyter is blessed with multi-lingual
ability in leading all the services of our Church. He has strong dedication
and systematic scheme of Pastoral visit, giving special attention to the
members in need particularly who are sick, berieved and those who
experience loneliness, extending prayerful support and counselling. Let us
remember them in our continued prayers for their future ministry.

May the Good Shepherd provide our needs according to His choicest
Blessings. With Easter greetings and prayers,

Yours in Christ,

Vincent Achan




SECRETARY’'S REPORT

Dear friends,

"Jesus Christ is risen from the dead". This is the central
truth of Easter. Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ are
the very foundation of Christian faith. While the Jewish
tradition had Saturday as the day of worship, Easter brought
about a wholesome change and the first day of the week, the day of
Resurrection became the day of worship for believers in Jesus Christ. The
Resurrected Lord has proclaimed: " Where two or three come together in
my name, there am | with them" (Matthew 18:20). Our Saviour has promised
us: "Because | live, you also will live" (John 14:19). All those who confronted
the resurrected Jesus were no more weak and lowly. They despised the
things of world and became strong in the proclamation of His kingdom.
Mary Magdalene to whom the Lord gave the first appearance rushed out to
inform the disciples. Every Christian should become transformed by the
power of resurrection. As followers of the risen Lord, we are called to be
His witnesses (Acts 1:8) for Christ in the multi-religious and multi-cultural
society of our great land. Have we taken this challenge with all seriousness?

On the 3rd of March, 2014 the documentation of the plot proposed
for the Kothalam Mission Project was done pooling our available resources.
Though we have to raise funds to tide over the current liabilities, construction
of compound wall and fixing gates are immediate priorities. Do continue
to support this cause so that we will be able to achieve our initiatives at
Kothalam. For the first two weeks in April, we are hosting Vacation Bible
School for our children in our campus. During the last week, Children's
Camp is planned to be conducted at the Mar Thoma Study Centre,
Mannanthala. The Summer School of Church Music will be held during
the middle of the month.

Permanent membership has been granted to the following families:

(i) Mr. Rajkumar & family and Mrs. Kripa Jeyaraj (mother)-( T-499),
Kuravankonam, Kowdiar, Trivandrum-695003

(i) Mr. S. Mohan Raj & family, "Anugraha”, TC-9/143, Jawahar Nagar,
Kowdiar PO, Trivandrum-695003

Financial aid of Rs.5,000/- was granted to Mr. Selvarajan & wife who
met with accidents: (fall from tree and road accident respectively).

Mr. Mathew E.A, a kidney transplantation patient , currently undergoing
treatment in Medical College was granted Rs.3,000/- towards medical
expenses.
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A grant of Rs.1,000/- was accorded to CSI AVT Rajagiri, a Tamil Church
which lay closed for the last 3 years and where the worship is revived on
Sunday, 23rd March. The Holy week programmes are well set by the Gospel
Band of our Church with Bro. Dr. Wilson as the main speaker from Maundy
Thursday to Easter Sunday. While our Church is extending house building
aid for our Church member Mr. Shine Mathew (F No0.941), the CEYF is
contemplating a Fancy Sale for their housing project and Y FF is considering
a housing aid for Mrs. Metilda of our Church. CEYF will soon be purchasing
a Tea/Coffee vending machine which will be in operation on all Sundays.
They are arranging 100 angels Easter symphony on Holy Saturday and our
Church Choir is conducting Easter Song Service on Easter Sunday. The
Church in Rajasthan initiated by SCF is nearing roofingand Manikanteswaram
City Mission Church building construction is in progress.

The Church committee has resolved to increase the charges for
solemnization of Outside Marriage (Marriage of Non-members) to Rs.25,000/
- to be revived after 6 months and also to account the same as follows:
(Poor Marriage : Rs.10,000/-, Poor Help: Rs.10,000/- & Administration
charges : Rs.5,000/-) . The Caution Deposit is increased to Rs.5,000/- and
Security arrangements charge is increased to Rs.500/-.

To minimise the interference of photographers and to maintain
solemnity, it has been decided that only 2 units comprising of 2 movie cameras
and 2 still cameras will be allowed inside the Church during marriage services.
In case of violation, Caution Deposit will not be refunded.

The General Body of our Church (Budget meeting) is scheduled on
Sunday, 25th May, 2014. The Board/University examinations are not yet
over and our children need our continuous prayers. May the Lord keep us
in the centre of His will during this period of rededication, renewal and
triumph.

Rev.Dr. L.E. Sahanam is leaving the services of our Church by the end
of April 2014 having successfully completed five years of fruitful ministry in
our Church both as Presbyter in charge and as Presbyter. A farewell meeting
will be arranged during the course of the month. Let us continue to uphold
dear Achan, Siby Kochamma and families of their children in our daily prayers.

Rev.Dr. K.K.Koshy, former Principal of KUT Seminary, Kannamoola was
called to eternal rest on 12-03-2014 (through a road accident in Trivandrum).
Do pray for the surviving family members.

Yours in our Resurrected Lord,

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam
Church Secretary
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“The joyful news that He is risen does not change the contemporary world. Still
before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice. But the fact of Easter gives us the spiritual
power to do the work, accept the discipline, and make the sacrifice.”

~Henry Knox Sherrill
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The Crucifixion of Jesus

Dr. Florence | saac

Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer had a gruesome death on the
cross to save us from eternal damnation. The cross was the most horrifying
instrument of torture the world had even known. Jesus was nailed to the
cross for six full hours, with a crown of thorns on the head and His hands
and feet pierced through with nails. Some of the soldiers spat on him and
some struck Him with the palm of their hands. What Jesus went through at
the cross is unthinkable, unimaginable and beyond human comprehension.

Cont...13
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He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities,
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him and with His stripes we are
healed (Isa. 53:5). There was no other way for sins penalty to be paid. In
Him we have redemption through His blood. He has successfully and
triumphantly completed the task of redemption.

The greatest news is that Christ is risen. Death is a defeated foe.
Because Christ rose from the dead, we know there is life after death, and
He is able to save those who come to God through Him, because He
intercedes for them. Is our confidence in Jesus Christ the risen Lord? What
a glorious hope we have because Jesus is alive.

What an awesome God we serve!
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READ DEAR, READ

Felix Joffrey V.

"I really had a lot of dreams when | was a kid and | think, a great deal of that
grew out of the fact that | had a chance to read a lot", these words from Bill Gates,
one of the techno-giants, tell us how reading influences a person. What Francis
Bacon said seems to be true here, that " Reading maketh a full man". Reading, one
of the four language skills, is defined by the Oxford Advanced Learners dictionary
as - to look at and understand the meaning of written or printed words or symbols.
But it is much more than that. It is something that enables a man to know and
grow ,so that he can say 'No' to the undesirable things.

Reading enriches our mind, by being in company with mighty minds. Reading
good books will entertain, instruct, and elevate. Here we may think: Are there
good books and bad books?, the answer to which we can find in the words of John
Milton: " A good book is the precious life-blood of a master -spirit, embalmed and
treasured upon purpose for a life beyond", and the Italian proverb that says: "
There is no worse robber than a bad book".

Reading is a bliss, that takes us away from the worries of our life. It is a sort
of entertainment. As Montesquieu said " the love of reading enables a man to
exchange the wearisome hours of life which come to everyone ,for hours of delight.”
Reading is an act that demands more. Once we start reading, we go on reading. It
takes us through the world of delights, and takes us for a flight upon the wings of
wisdom. So what Francis Bacon said, should be taken to consideration that " the
crafty contemn it, the simple admire it; the wise use it."

Read and think on what we have read. Reading without thinking is like eating
without appetite, which results in indigestion. Psalms 119:105 says" your word is a
lamp to my feet and a light to my path." Yes what we read should lead us in times
of trouble. When we think we hear in our inner ears. The importance of thinking
on what we read is clearly stated at the beginning of The proverbs in The Holy
Bible, that reads: " to know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of
understanding; to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice , and judgment and
equity.”

Now , How a reader should be? . The great writer Coleridge has clearly
mentioned it, to him " there are four kinds of readers, the first is like the hour-
glass; and their reading being as the sand , it runs in and runs out, and leaves not a
vestige behind. A second is like the sponge, which imbibes everything and returns
it in nearly same state, only a little dirtier, a third is like a jelly-bag, allowing all that
is pure to pass away, and retaining only the refuse and dregs. And the fourth is like
the slaves in the diamond mines of Golconda, who casting aside all that is worthless,
retain only pure gems". As a reader whom would you like to be? The first, the
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second, the third , or the fourth?

Today when we observe April 23 , the birth anniversary of William
Shakespeare, as World Book Day every year, think how much serious we are in
our reading? And how much we really love reading?. The twenty first century
man, who is in a transitional time, that is ticking towards an era of brainy machines
and brainless men, should take reading as a therapy ,that can bring 35% reduction
in the risk of dementia and that can reduce stress levels by 68% and save the
world from becoming a waste land of cyber scraps and a junkyard of values.

To conclude: teach our children to read because in Victor Hugo's words " to
learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable spelled out is a spark", a spark that can
light the lamps of hope. Take our children to the fresh smelling world of books and
ask them, to take The Bible first, because as Locke said " The Bible is one of the
greatest blessings bestowed by God on children of men.- It has God for its author;
salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture for its matter.- It is all pure, all
sincere; nothing too much; nothing wanting."
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Poem

| am...
Juliet Josephus

' am the Resurrection and the Life,’
These are the words of God the Son;
When on the Cross He died for our sins,
Resurrected He was on the third day,
Leaving behind an empty grave,

Up He rose bringing new life to me.

Jesus,only begotten Son of God,

Came to restore relationship,

The broken cord to connect again
Between God and His own human image;
He had to be born as human

To free man from the clutches of sin.

The sin carried from the time of your birth,
Whichever religion is yours,

God the Son had to take on,

The garb of humanity, to cancel the curse;
Dying in our place for our sin,

He ,once-for-all,erased all our sins.

His Resurrection brought new life to me,
For when on that morn He did rise,

A rebirth for me was on the card;

Death was conquered by Him, Hell defeated,
No more fear of Hell shall prevalil,

Jesus triumphed over sin and Hell.

When to Jesus we come in repentance
With all our baggages of sin,

By faith we 're cleansed in body and soul;
Because of the finished work on the Cross,
Everlasting life is our gain,

Eternal life to be lived with God.

So as you come to the foot of the Cross,
Lay all your burdens at His Feet,

You have been washed with His sinless Blood,
The divine Blood of God shed on the Cross;
Only believe and come to Him

His resurrection pow'r brings new life.

"l am the Resurrection and the Life,’

Ye that believes in Him though dead,

Yet shall live as He does,though he dies:
Whosoever lives and believes in Christ,
Though He dies a physical death,

Yet He shall rise and live forever.

His Resurrection power that's in me,
Came to me along with new birth,
When Holy Spirit comes to reside;
That power will proclaim to all mankind
The good news of the gift of life:

As He is, so are we, here on earth.

This sin that we bear can spell doom to one
Who know not Jesus nor love Him;

He is the Way,the Truth and the Life

No other way is there for you to take

Except through Jesus Christ our Lord

Who has opened the door to Heaven.

So heed now these words and follow the Lord,
There's but one way to Heav'n and God,;

All other ways that you might follow

Shall lead to destruction and 'ternal Hell:
Broad is the path that leads to death,
Narrow the pathway to reach Our God.

"Remembering that Jesus died for us
Reminds us to live for Him "
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God is Light

L. Baby

(Kanakanagar)

Everybody is trying to find out, what is God or who is God. Even atheists,
who say that there is no God, seek to find out "who is God ". The Holy Bible,
clearly says, what is God. It clearly says that God is light. For more than 25 times
in the Bible it is stated that God is light. When God appeared before Moses in the
mountain of Ho'reb, He appeared as light saying "Yes here | am". Moses could not
see God, but he could see only the burning of the bushes. Now let us look what
is light and what is the significance of light.

Those who studied physics, know very well that light is INVISIBLE. It is
simple science, but people cannot digest or accept it. We can see objects, only
with the help of light. When light gets reflected from an object we see the object
and we understand what is that object. With more light we see the object more
clearly. In the human body also God gifted us different sensations: Sound - we can
hear with the help of ears directly. Here also we are restricted to hear only a
restricted range of sound waves and beyond that it is inaudible. Taste - we can
directly sense by tongue. Smell - we can directly sense by nose. By touching an
object we can sense directly the presence of an object. But light alone we cannot
sense or see. We can see objects with the help of light and by seeing the objects,
we can realise the presence and gravity of light.

When the Bible says that God is light, it clearly implies that God is invisible
or rather we cannot directly experience God. In the universe when we experience
or rather see the creations and the way in which we are led in this world, we
realise God. By knowing the Universe and its existence and realising the way in
which we are governed in this world, no one can think about the nonexistence of
God. This is why the Bible says that "only fools will say that there is no God" even
though we are not directly seeing God.

For a better understanding of the light, the object on which it is reflected
must give a good reflection. An object with good reflecting surface will reflect
more light and we can see the object very well and we can understand the gravity
of light also. If the source of light is weak the object cannot be seen clearly. So the
vision of an object is dependent upon the source of light and also the reflecting
property of the object. A good reflecting object, reflects light which fall upon
other objects and those objects also can be seen. The moon is a typical example
in the universe. The moon is not a source of light, but it reflects light from the sun
to the earth and we see the earth. Unfortunately there are no perfect reflectors
and so it cannot reflect the whole light.

Spiritually speaking we cannot see or understand God directly with our
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knowledge. That is why the Bible says that "God is light". We can understand and
know about God only through personalities and incidents through which God is
reflected or revealed. As mentioned earlier there is no perfect reflector, there is
no perfect personality in this world to reveal God. All are human made and nothing
is perfect. Only a personality which is non-human and created by God can be
perfect and reflect or reveal God fully in His true glory to the world. Jesus Christ
is that personality, who is not made, but eternally begotten of God, Light from
Light. Jesus Christ is the only one and so perfect, who can reflect or reveal God
to His fullness and perfection to the humanity. By looking to Jesus Christ, we can
see the true God and that is the only one way to see God. This is why Jesus said
"l am the Light, | am the Way and | am the Truth".

We, the human beings are worldly made and cannot be perfect. We can be
reflectors of God not to full level or perfection. We can polish our spiritual surface
and make it more reflective, so that we can reflect more light from God to the
world. Others will see and know God through us if we can reflect light, that is,
God from us.

How can we become good reflectors? It is very simple. Jesus said "Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind". And
also "Love your neighbour as you love yourself*. "The whole law of Moses and
the teachings of the prophets depend on these two commandments". If you
earnestly try to follow this, then the Holy Spirit will dwell on you and the fruits of
Holy Spirit, that is "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
humility and self control" will be produced from you. By enjoying the fruits of
Holy Spirit from you others will see God through you.

May God Almighty help us to be filled with the Holy Spirit and produce the
fruits of the Holy Spirit so that He is glorified.
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AnNgels

Bejoy Peter

Angels are created heavenly beings who stand in the presence of a
holy God. They are powerful creatures with great might and wisdom. Day
and night they worship God singing praises to the splendour of his holiness.

There are different ranks of angels. Some of them are "messengers"
(for that is what the word angel means); others act as agents of judgement.
Though extremely powerful they do not act according to their wish or fancy,
but they stand ready to do God's will at all times. They are a vast army
without number which we humans cannot comprehend or count.

The one qualifying mark of an angel is, to quote the words of Angel
Gabriel, "l stand in the presence of God." Angels therefore remind us of the
fact that the earth and its inhabitants are under God's constant watch and
care since angels who stand in the presence of God are sent to earth.

Angels, though messengers, never forget their primary calling. Their
primary calling is to worship God.Therefore they do not accept worship
from men but encourage people to worship God. When Jesus was born,
angels not only announced the message of his birth to shepherds; they not
only sang "Glory to God in the Highest," but also all angels worshipped him!

Angels also have a protective role. Though they seldom make
themselves visible to God's children, they have often intervened to protect
them and deliver them in spectacular and less marvellous ways. Jesus even
said that the (guardian) angels of children in heaven always see the face of his
Father in heaven. Angels are immortal. They do not die. Likewise believers
will be resurrected at the last day and will die no more. Then they would be
like the angels.

Angels do have a ministry of encouragement as they are often sent to
refresh the weary traveller and the discouraged man. They also strengthen
the resolve of those who resist temptation to do evil. The Bible records that
"angels are ministering spirits" who are sent to serve those who trust God.

The first Christmas was punctuated by angelic activity to let us know
that the birth of Jesus Christ was no accident. Instead it was planned in heaven
and executed on earth. In that sense the birth of Jesus was a fulfilment of the
dream Jacob had where he saw a ladder (a stairway) resting on earth and its
top touching heaven. The ladder was symbolic of Jesus, and angels were
ascending and descending on it. And he is the bridge between man and God.

Someday the world will see the great and vast army of angels. That will
happen when Jesus Christ comes again to this earth "on the clouds of the
sky, with power and great glory." Then all angels will accompany him!
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The aim of this Bible Quiz is to promote reading
of the Bible. This month's questions are selected
from Acts of the Apostles (NIV) chapters 19 to
28. Acts was written by Luke who was addressed
as 'the beloved physician' by Paul in his epistle to
Colossians. These ten chapters describe the last
days of Paul's ministry, his journey to Jerusalem,
his arrest, the ensuing trials and journey to Rome. So kindly read through
chapters 19 to 28 before attempting this quiz.

Each answer has to be accompanied with the relevant verse (reference).
The answers can be written either in English or Malayalam and have to be
submitted before 14th of every month either at the MM Church Office or
can be emailed to churchvoice@gmail.com

Who had not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit?

At which place did Paul and his companions kneel on the beach to pray?
Paul was the citizen of which city?

Who did Paul call as whitewashed wall?

Which lawyer presented the case against Paul before Governor Felix?
"Your great learning is driving you insane.” Who said to whom?

Who followed the advice of the pilot and owner of the ship instead of
listening to Paul?

8. How long did Paul stay in his own rented house at Rome?

9. In which language did Paul speak to the crowd at Jerusalem?

10.Who was raised from the dead by Paul?

Nouh~whE

Quiz Master: Ajith Sen
Correct answers to the quiz on Acts 10-18

1. Tarsus 11:25 6. Mark 15:39
2. Elymas (Bar-Jesus) 13:10 7. Tentmaker 18:3
3. Dealer in purple cloth 16:14 8. Paul 16:9
4. Barnabas 14:12 9. Pergain Pamphylia 13:13
5. Athens 17:23 10. Manaen 13:1

List of people who had submitted the right answers along with the reference
1. Vanaja Stalin 8. Vathsala Lal

2. Annie Liz Manuel 9. P R.Prema Kumar

3. lolly Irene G. 10. Mahil Ajith

4.  Shireen Evangeline Ross 11. E. H. Helen Saramma

5. Preetha John 12. Premila Janelet Sylam

6. Ajay Solomon 13. Noel Edwin

7.

Grace Ammal V.
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THOUGHTS FOR HOLY WEEK

Manoj Ebenezer

April 13, Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:1-11)

Jesus himself gave specific instructions about what we call the Triumphal
Entry (see v 1-3), and verse 5 says this deliberately fulfilled the prophecy in
Zechariah 9:9 about Israel’s king coming on a donkey. Bishop Stephen Neill
points out that the horse was the steed of the warrior (Ex 15:2); the mule
was the steed of kings (1 Kings 1:33-44); but the prophet on his rounds
(Num 22:21-23) would ride on an ass. If we read the next verse in Zechariah
(v.10), it says “...the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to
the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and...to the ends of the
earth.” Two things are in focus, in contrast to King David’s wars and his
limited kingdom: 1. Jesus’ kingdom is one of peace 2. It is a far wider kingdom
than Israel, extending to the ends of the earth. No wonder Isaiah 9:6 calls
him the Prince of Peace!

April 14, Holy Monday (Matthew 21:12-22)

Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple at Jerusalem points to another prophesy,
found in Zechariah 6:11-13. It tells of Joshua the high priest (Joshua is the
Hebrew form of the name Jesus), who will also be crowned as a king (v. 11,
13), and who will build the temple (v.12). Jesus in his actions shows that he
is not only the king who rode into Jerusalem on Sunday, but he is also the
Lord God who pronounces the destruction of his own temple because of
the utter iniquity of the priests and the people (Mark 13:1-2) so that he can
build a new temple, which is his own body. The cursing of the fig-tree (Matt
21:18-21) is symbolic of the judgment of Israel as a nation for not recognising
the Messiah (the fig-tree is an Old Testament image of Israel.)

April 15, Holy Tuesday (Matthew 10:34-39)

Jesus made a categorical statement in Mark 8:34 - “Whoever wants to
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me.” We usually say, “This is my cross” when referring to a besetting problem
or person, but Jesus meant it literally — the instrument of painful execution.
“Jesus’ listeners understood that he was calling them to die for him” (John
MacArthur). If someone takes up their cross, it means that they are walking
to their own place of execution. In other words, following Jesus means
denying oneself, condemning oneself, losing oneself. This is a tremendous
requirement: on the cross | am not attractive, | am condemned to die, | am
helpless...I can only trust in Jesus. “My hope is built on nothing less than
Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”
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April 16, Holy Wednesday (John 12:1-11, 13:18-30)

Jesus used the village of Bethany as his “camp” during his last week in
Jerusalem, and there he was anointed with very costly perfume which most
people could use only once in a lifetime - in burials. Judas pestered Mary
about the “waste” (some suggest that he physically tried to pull her away),
but Jesus’ rebuke seems to have stung him. He did not care about Jesus being
honoured by the woman — he was a money-minded man, and thought it all
nonsense. There is more to Judas: just like Simon the Zealot, Judas may have
been a Zealot before he became Jesus’ disciple, i.e. he could be a member of
the movement that sought to obtain political independence for Israel from
the Roman rule by violence, and followed Jesus because he expected Jesus to
be that kind of Messiah, who would deliver them. When it became clear in
the last week that Jesus was not the kind of Messiah the people expected, the
crowds of Palm Sunday turned into the mobs of Good Friday — and Judas,
disillusioned, also deserted his Master, bargained with the priests about helping
to capture him, and started looking for an occasion. The English call this day
Spy Wednesday, referring to Judas spying on Jesus’ movements.

April 17, Maundy Thursday (Matthew 26:17-30)

The most momentous day in Jewish history is celebrated every year
as Passover: the day when the angel of death spared their houses because
they killed a lamb and smeared its blood on door-posts as God told them.
Because of this, the people of Israel were delivered from Egyptian bondage
(Exodus 12). Passover was celebrated in the home, with the head of the
house presiding, with the youngest seated next to him, with everyone
reclining as a token of the freedom from slavery they enjoyed. Rabbis
celebrated Passover with their disciples in the same way. Jesus on Thursday
celebrated Passover with his disciples, giving his own meaning to the wine
and bread which were part of the Passover celebration, making them
represent his blood and his body (Matthew 26:26-28), as the Lamb of God
offered to deliver us from bondage to sin and Satan. This is the Last Supper,
the meal of the New Covenant (just as the Passover was the feast of the old
Covenant with Moses). In the Old Testament, the picture of a banquet was
used to portray the bountifulness of the coming Messiah’s kingdom (Isaiah
25:6). Jesus tells us that the Lord’s Supper is a foretaste of his future kingdom
at his coming again (Matthew 26:29).

April 18, Good Friday (John 19:16-30)

“Have you not yet considered what a heavy weight sin is?” is the
piercing question raised by Anselm of Canterbury (11% century). The cross
confronts us with the awfulness of our sin, and how much it cost to rescue
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us from it. The German pastor-theologian Helmut Thielicke writes, “On
Good Friday, the wages of sin came into full view...and the wages of sin are
death and suffering. We can only understand the mystery of death if we
take seriously the human rebelling against God, so that we can see our
mortal fate as the ‘wages of sin’.” The cross is also the solution to our plight,
as Thielicke again writes: “God stands (or better, Jesus Christ hangs) at the
point where judgement must fall upon me...He lets the father in him conquer
the judge, and he takes our burden upon his own heart...Nothing more
stands between God and me, because he has become my brother.”

April 19, Holy Saturday (Matthew 27:57-66)

Most people don't know what to make of this day — Good Friday is
over, but its not yet Easter Sunday. Jesus has been laid in the grave. All is
quiet. Or is it? “He descended to the dead”, says the Apostles’ Creed: to
the realm of the dead, which the Old Testament calls ‘Sheol’ and the New
Testament calls ‘Hades’ (in Malayalam, pathaalam). It simply means the place
where the spirit goes after the body dies. Actually Jesus went to those who
were imprisoned in the darkness of death and announced his victory (1
Peter 3:18-20). He led them out in a triumphal procession, so that Death
was emptied of its occupants. The English called this event the “harrowing
of hell.” Death hold no terrors for us, because he has won the victory.

April 20, Easter/Resurrection Sunday (Matthew 28:1-10)

It is customary to keep Easter vigil on the eve of Easter, because Jesus
rose from the grave early on Sunday, while it was still dark, and he has
promised to come again like a thief in the night. On the first rays of dawn,
believers greet each other with the shout “He is risen!” and the response
“He is risen indeed!” and enter the Easter sunrise service. Bishop Lesslie
Newbigin writes: “The resurrection is the revelation to chosen witnesses
of the fact that Jesus who died on the cross is indeed King — conqueror of
death and sin, Lord and Saviour of all. The resurrection is not the reversal
of a defeat but the proclamation of a victory. The King reigns from the
tree.” Its significance for us is that one day our bodies too will be resurrected
by the same Lord, because in him death is dead.

The Albert Joseph Memorial Summer School of Church Music
will be conducted by our Church Choir from 21st to 26th April 2014 and
1st to 7th May 2014. Venue: KIM Hall, Time: 9.15 am to 12.30 pm.

Persons above 8 years of age can attend the course. Last date of
Registration: 19 - 04 - 2014. Course Fee: Rs 100.

For details contact: Naveen Sam, Choir Secretary, 9847692484
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12th DEATH ANNIVERSARY
25m April 2014
In Loving memory of

Prof. D. REKSHA DAS
(Christian College, Kattakada)

‘Shine Villa’, Pattom.
“Ever in our thoughts,
Though not in our midst”
By
Mrs. Omana Reksha Das (wife),
Children & Family Members.

Safe in the Arms of Jesus
9th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

In Loving memory of

S. Mokshakkan

Fondly remembered by
Wife,
Children and Family members.

IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF

43rd Anniversary

P. Sundaram
(Former Deacon, M.M.Church)
called to eternal rest on :
27/09/1970

50t Anniversary
)

Elsie Sundaram
13/04/1964

Safe in the Arms of Jesus
Inserted by:
Grandson J. Jaya Raj & Family
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Circle Prayer - April 2014
01-04-2014 Vazhuthacaud Circle T 406 Shaji Martin, Womens College Lane

Tuesday Thycaud Circle 1448 Dr. Justin Jose, Karamana
04-04-2014 Charachira 1985 Dr. Abraham Ashok, Charachira
Friday LMS - Palayam 652 M. Stanly, Nandavanam
08-04-2014 Kowdiar 168  Christy Edwin, Keston Road
Tuesday Statue 1728 Er. Benson N, Kodoor Lane
22-04-2014 Muttada 1408 Prathap Shah, Kesavadasapuram
Tuesday Nanthancode 1780 Er. Joshi Das, Gnanabharanam Lane
25-04-2014 Charachira 1049 Mohan Sundar Raj, Mullasery Lane
Friday Kowdiar 738 Grace Valsala Raj, Devaswam Board

EVENTS upto 16-03-2014

We welcome these new families joined by Marriage

SINo Family No Name Date of Marriage
1 2074 Albert Daniel Vinodh & Viji Vijayan 24-02-2014
We welcome these new families joined by TC
SI.No Family No Members Date of Join
1 2073 Mr.Babu C, Mrs.Baby Sheela B V,
Mr.Sarath Babu, Mr.Saran Babu 22-02-2014

2 2075 Dr.Suresh Singh G, Mrs.Christal Telmin S,
Mr.Boffin Suresh, Mr.Giffin Suresh 05-03-2014
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. % Jesus entered as a king; God
Monday : ' prepared His sacrifice

Jesus cleanses the temple and curses
the fig tree; God prepares those who
= will accept His sacrifice

1

Jesus teaches in the temple for the last
Wednesday time; God sends the invitation to come

Judas betrays, Mary perfumes; God enjoy His sacrifice
waits for the response to the invitation

@

Holy Thursday

/') Jesus offers His body and blood in the
& last supper; God offers His sacrifice

Good Friday

Jesus dies on the cross; God accepts His
sacrifice (a sweet smelling aroma)

Jesus is risen; God gives
us eternal life in Jesus Jesus takes the saints from @
the real treasure) Hades to Paradise; God
receives His saints to Him
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