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Shepherd's Voice

| WONDER WHY | DON'T
[ HEAR FROM THE

"My sheep listen to My voice
and I know them, and they follow Me"

| (ohn10:27) "
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NAYANA RENJIT passed ISC board exams with 99% marks
in the core subjects and 95.6% overall percentage. She has
secured admission for Electronics and Communication
engineering at National Institute of Technology. Calicut. She is
selected for the Inspire Scholarship awarded by Govt. of India.

She is the daughter of Mr. Renjit Darwin and Dr.Manju Renjit
_+Jand granddaughter of Prof. J. Darwin and late Mrs. Selin
Darwin and Mr. I. Gilbert and Mrs Baby Jasmine.

**Cover picture is a collection by Mr. J.D. Jaysingh, Retd Chief Engineer
and Member Secretary, Kerala State Pollution Control Board
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Editorial..................

Are we enjoying True Freedom?

Even after six and a half decades of
independence, we are witnessing the fact that
our countrymen by and large are still living
as bond slaves to evils of several sorts. We
live in a distorted democratic set up where an
individual's freedom disturbs or oversteps the
freedom of the other. We need to stop blaming
extraneous forces but rather we must grow
in our commitment to the Lord of the nations.
It is our responsibility to further personal
integrity in Godliness and Holiness aiming at
establishing peace and harmony in daily life.
The call to freedom is costly as it involves the
Lordship of Jesus Christ in individual lives.

God intends humanity to live together with
variety and difference, coupled with diversity
and peculiarity. Freedom does not mean that
it gives licence to override upon others and
can take them for a song. Those who claim
to be ‘free’ still live in ‘slavery’. This
disastrous slavery must be dealt with by the
redeemed who have experienced ‘real
freedom’. “You shall know the * truth and the
truth shall set you free” (John 8:32). The Lord
who delivered His people from bondage of
slavery in the past, is the same today,
tomorrow and for ever. Today, the author of
the Church is commanding us to experience
and exercise the message of Love and
Redemption. May God enable us to extend
the true freedom, justice and liberty to all who
reside in our nation in this generation.

“If the Son sets you free
then you will be really free”
(John 8:36)

Christenson E. Sarasam
Editor
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The Presbyter Speaks....

Theme of the Year :
(‘Pastoral Ministry in the Urban Context’)

“Empowering the congregation in God’s Mission”

Dearly beloved in Christ,

Warm greetings to you in the loving and gracious name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Golden Verse of the Month

“For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister
and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45)

“am)atyal)(®@ 00)(Ud)aH H21Qla]oMEL, $0)(UD)aHla]IM)o EREM:BHN)CAINE]
@913 21alem 20)aleIIV] §B$IS}ajom)o @H® AIM®.” (aBEHHIAV 10:45)

The universal statement not to be served but to serve” is based on

the mission and ministry of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ. Of course,
the redemption in Christ is through the ‘Death and Resurrection’- which
made an opportunity to receive a wholistic-life to each and everybody who
believes in the Salvific Activity. This verse (Mark 10:45) gives us a graphic
account of Salvation through Jesus Christ.

- Jesus taught us the foundations of life

- Jesus enacted the fundamentals of life

- Jesus restored the fulness of life - Because
- Jesus gave His life as a ransom for many.

This is the message of life, which the gospel proclaims in the New-
Testament. Here, St.Mark vividly narrates the core essence of the mission
and ministry in a nutshell. The Gospel bears all the marks of originality and
would not have been an abridgment of Matthew’s narration. It is said that
the life experiences of St. Mark enabled him to write the Gospel - John
Mark was the son of Mary, A christian Jewess, in whose home the early
Christians seemed to have sheltered (Acts 12). He was a Roman in training
and development. He was associated with Barnabas and Paul and Silas
and others (Col. 4:10), (Phile 24). According to tradition, he founded the
Church at Alexandria. As Mark was the interpreter of Peter, the date of the
gospel writing was prior to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. The Gospel
was written between 63 - 66 AD.

The aim of Mark’s Gospel is to show that the Saviour is a man of
action. The main out lines are the sonship of Jesus (1:1-13) the service of
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Jesus (1:14 - 13-37) the sacrifice of Jesus (14:1-15:47) and the supernatural
Triumph (16:1-20). Crusifixion, Resurrection and Ascension are the highlights
of the Gospel, which indicate “Redemption of humankind from sin”.

Service must be a part of the ministry of the church community of
His disciples.(Mat.25:31-46, Acts. 2:43-47, Romans. 12:1-31 etc).This is a
part of the ministry to reach out to support the needy and to empower them
for life. The book of Proverbs deals with people and the advice given to the
people who do not work is that they should learn from the activities of the
ants.(Prov. 30:25). In Matt. 11:28 Jesus calls the people to rest: only those
persons who are working “come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden and | will give you rest.”Jesus called the servant who took the one
talent and buried it, as “Wicked and slothful’ or lazy servant. Paul takes a
look at this world, and in 2 Thessalonians 3 says “If you do not work, you
don't eat”. All these show that witness and service (ministry) are going hand
in hand to receive life in its fullness. (1 corinthians 3:14-15). The eternal
bliss will be sweet for the hard worker who has extended his service and
completed his tasks since Christ Jesus finished His service on the cross as
a sacrifice.

Missionary Activities

Missionary activity of our Church is improving with the whole hearted
support of our congregation. It helps us to serve in and around the city of
Trivandrum, Selam (Kalrayan Hills) and in Rajastan along with support to
work in various other states in northern India.

1. We extended our support to Orissa mission children’s home with the
help from our Church.

2. Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer Achan recently visited Selam to see and evaluate
the missionary activities there along with the officers of Board for Mission
of our Diocese.

3. We have purchased a piece of land at Manikanteswaram for Church
construction.

4. Kothalam project: ‘Land purchasing’ is actively considered, fund raising
is in progress and the Centenary Church construction at Kuravankonam
has already commenced.

5. Kanjirampara Church construction is about to finish by the prayerful
hardwork of the believers of Kanjirampara, with the support and guidance
of our church.

6. Medical College mission work is also advancing with the visitation and
cottage prayers in that area.
O,




7. Since last year our Dist. Council is also supporting the childrens’ Home
in Gujarat by extending sponsorship to two children.

As a powerhouse for all these activities of our mission it was
resolved to meet for prayer every Friday from 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm from
August onwards. | request your sincere participation in the prayer for the
missionary activities of our Church and thus involve in the extension of God'’s
misson in our country.

Congratulations : Ms. Sherin M.S., CSI Kazhivoor was awarded IPS in
Civil Service Selection. | am happy to extend our hearty congratulations to
her on behalf of all our presbyters, Church committee members and on
behalf of all the members of the M.M. Church. At the same time | am
prayerfully remembering former Sunday school student Dr. Thelma John
IFS who is representing our nation as a foreign secretary. May God help our
children to come forward in various new avenues.

Thanks giving Service: July 23rd was the consecration day of our beloved
Bishop Rt. Rev. A. Dharmaraj Rasalam as he succesfully completes first
year of his office of Bishop. We had a thanksgiving service in our church
under the leadership of CSI South Kerala Diocese. Our TIM Hall extension
was also dedicated by the Bishop on the same day.

Transfiguration of Christ : August 6 is observed as the transfiguration
day. The Transfiguration was a vision - a brief glimpse of the real glory of
the Lord (Matthew 16:27-28)

International Youth Day : 12th August is celebrated as the International
Youth Day. In connection with the same, our youth fellowship is also planning
to conduct the youth week with various new ventures.

Independence day : We are prayerfully planning to celebrate our national
independence under the leadership of our C.E.Y.F. with the Flag hoisting
ceremony on August 15. Let us pray for our nation as our nation is waiting to
grow under the leadership of New President in the days to come.

Bartholomew’ Day : 24th of August is being observed as the Bartholomew’s
day. He was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus. He also appears as one of
the witnesses of the Ascension (Acts 1:4, 12, 13). He was one of the martyrs.
Let us commit our lives to the mission and service of our Lord and Saviour.
May Almighty empower us with the missionary zeal for the growth of the
Church in our nation to achieve its freedom in its true sense.

With warm regards and prayers,
Yours in Christ,
Vincent Achan

()
&)



From the Secretary’s desKk.................

Hello dear ones!

Let us thank God that we were able to manage to
purchase a piece of land at Manikanteswaram Mission field
identified and nurtured by Mr. Robert Singh. Efforts are on for constructlng a
worship-shed there. Pray earnestly for the development of this field.
Kuravankonam Church building is also expected to start immediately.
“Missionary Prayer Fellowship” of our Church will be functioning under the
leadership of Rev. C.R.Vincent. Let us thank God for the services our Church
and our mission fields receive from him. The expansion of Triple Jubilee
Memorial M.M.Church Hall is complete and ready for use. The extended
portion of the T.J.M. Hall namely :"Triple Jubilee Memorial M.M. Church
Mini Hall” was dedicated by our Bishop Rt.Rev. A. Dharmaraj Rasalam on
23-7-2012. Er. Jalajakumar deserves our thanks for his sincere service for
the execution of the construction work.

“Temporary-membership” granted to aspirants for permanent
membership in our Church will henceforth be limited to eighteen months.
Those who fail to apply for permanent membership within six monts after
one year of temporary membership will have to apply again for temporary
membership.

Similarly, eligibility for permanent membership will lapse if the incumbent
does not produce T.C. from their parent church within six months from the
date of letter directing them to produce the same.

It has been resolved to donate Rs. 3,000/- monthly for the children in
the Centre for Rehabilitation of the Disabled upto March 2013.

The following aids were sanctioned:

Medical aid:

1. Dasamma, Plamoodu - Rs. 2000/-

2. Anil kumar, Marayamuttom - Rs. 1000/-
Marriage- aid:

1. Aswathy, Plamoodu - Rs. 5000/-

2. Neethu, Amachal - Rs. 2000/-

3. Soumya , Valiyarakonam - Rs. 2000/-

4. Kamalamma, Parandode - Rs. 2000/-

May God console the bereaved surviving members of Smt. Retna Bai
Obituary:

Mrs. Mary Grace Rajam was called to eternal rest on 22.07.2012. Let us
uphold the family members in our prayers.

;@‘)_D

Dr. Samson Nessiah
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Education

- Jelitta Justin Jose

Prayerfully plan your studies
Aiming to capture success in life
Tireless efforts are rewarding

To reach your precious goal.
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Healing

A Broken Heart -

Is there hope for healing a broken
heart? Something or someone has
just broken your heart. You were
caught off-guard by a betrayal, a
shocking behavior, or loss of a loved
one. Suddenly you are feeling like
you've lost all hope . . . you can feel
a physical aching in your chest that
leaves you wounded and scarred.
How can you ever hope to recover
or discover what steps will end this
suffering?
We all know that emotions are a
vital part of the way we are made.
Yet we can’t understand why it takes
so long to heal from emotional
injuries. We would never
prematurely remove a cast or
sutures until the broken bone or skin
was fully restored. We must realize
complete emotional healing
requires time. The book of Psalms
offers great comfort when
experiencing long-term emotions
like sadness, fear, and grief. “He
heals the brokenhearted, binding up
their wounds” (Psalm 147:3).

Healing a Broken Heart

- The key is trust

Our human tendency is to avoid
painful situations, even burying
them. Can we ever trust those who
hurt us so deeply? There are steps
to healing a broken heart.
RELEASE - “... First forgive anyone
you are holding a grudge against . .
" (Mark 11:25).

% there a éOﬁf)?

REFOCUS -"... By [God’s] mighty
power at work within us, he is able
to accomplish infinitely more than
we would ever dare to ask or hope”
(Ephesians 3:20).

RECEIVE - “[God] comforts us in
all our troubles so that we can
comfort others. When others are
troubled, we will be able to give
them the same comfort God has
given us” (2 Corinthians 1:4).

Healing a Broken Heart
- Thereis areason

Once there was a young man who
proclaimed to have the most
beautiful, flawless heart. An old man
challenged him. The crowd looked
at the old man’s heart. It was
beating strongly, but full of scars.
Some pieces had been removed
and others had been put in, but
didn't fit quite right. The old man
looked at the young man, “l would
never trade my heart for yours.
Every scar represents a person I've
given my love — | tear out a piece
and give it to them. Sometimes they
give me a piece of their broken
heart, which | fit along jagged
edges. When the person doesn’t
return my love, a painful gouge is
left. Those gouges stay open,
reminding me that | love these
people too. Perhaps someday they
will return and fill that space.”

We would never choose to have a
broken heart! (... Cont'd on page 9)

(10)
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Prayer for 2012

-Miss Matty J. Vilasini White

The year Twenty Twelve

With all it's pomp and splendour
Ever befull of faith in prayer
Never ever sorrow beset thee
Think of the Almighty always

Y oung indeed in spirit and action.

Teaching of Christ isall supreme
When you are in trouble and need
Enjoy the spirit of the Lord

Lay all your needs at His feet
Venture on things above

Every Grace does flow from Him.

(....Cont'n of page 8)

The agony and recovery time is just
too unbearable. There is Someone,
however, who had a flawless heart
and chose to have it broken.
Medically when a heart ruptures
(breaks) water gushes out (John
19:33-34). In every way, Jesus
experienced a broken heart. He
understands betrayal, temptation,
and loss (Isaiah 53:3; Luke 22:33-
34; Matthew 14:10-13).. He is our
Comforter, Counselor, and
Companion who fills our heart’s
empty spaces.

EXPERIENCE GOD’S COMFORT
1.Realize that God is with You.
Psalm 34:18.

“God is aware of your problem. “You
(God) keep close watch on

everywhere | go” (Job 13:27).
God cares for you (Nahum 1:7)
God wants to help us (Heb. 4:16)

2. Release the Hurt How?

Stop focusing on what'’s lost and
start focusing on what'’s left.
“Forget what happened in the past,
and do not dwell on events from
long ago.” God says, “l am going to
do something new” (Isaiah 43:18).
3. (i) Rely on God’s Resources
God'’s Word gives real comfort.

“I am completely discouraged...
revive me by your Word.” “Your
Word has been my comfort” (Psalm
119:25,52)

(ii) Rely on God’s People’ (Your
Brothers and Sisters in Christ) 2
Corin. 1:3-4.

The fellowship and love of the
people of God. (iii) Rely on GOD’S
SPIRIT

“I pray that God who gives hope, will
bless you with happiness and peace
because of your faith, and may the
power of the Holy Spirit, fill you with
hope.” Romans 15:13 (CEV)

(11)
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Prayer

Prayer is an integral part of
our life. Where there is no prayer,
Jesus is not there. When Jesus is
not in your place, the interventions
of the Holy Spirit cannot be there.
Absence of Holy Spirit will lead to
the loss of peace the Lord gives. If
there is no peace, there will not be
joy and happiness in your family.

We read in the Bible about
private personal prayers, family
prayers and prayers of believers.
These types of prayers are given as
models to us.

Personal Prayer is very
essential in the life of every
believer. If you are a praying warrior,
your residence will be changed into
a praying residence. In Revelations,
prayer is compared to the
fragrance emanating from the
incense bowl. Prayer reaches
heaven. How important prayer is!
Satan too listens to our
conversations and songs for Lord.
But when we pray, he trembles.
Even if a small child kneels down,
satan shivers and trembles. Hence,
you and | should get up early in the
morning for prayers. If and when we
pray in the wee hours of the dawn,
we .can make satan tremble. The
whole day, he will continue
trembling.

Jesus Christ woke up early in
the morning and went into the
isolated wilderness to remain in

unison with the Lord. We too should
get up very early in the morning,
read the Bible and meditate on
what we have read and pray. It is
imperative for us to plan when to
get up, how long should one read
and meditate Bible and pray. This
should form the first planning for the
day. Submit the remaining part of
the day to the Lord who will guide
you during the day time.

If the Lord is to be glorified in
our homes, a husband’s knee
should have suffered more wear
and tear than that of his wife. If the
church needs to survive or if the
FMPB has to widen its ministry, our
knees should be subjected to more
wear & tear and scars.

Beware of the TV programs.
Occasionally, the T.V. steals the
time that has been meant for Bible
and prayers. Do not allow the T.V.
to prevent you from attending the
church worship. Even if the T.V.
program is a Christian one, do not
allow it to usurp your time meant for
church and worship. If you carefully
spend your time for the sake of the
Lord, He will bless you abundantly.

Former Bishop of Tirunelveli
Diocese Rt. Rev. Jebaraj once said,
“A family without prayer is similar to
the house without roof.” Hence, in
our life, personal prayer, group
prayer, family prayer and unified
prayer should be inculcated.

{(12)
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4" Death Anniversary
~ 10-08-2012 _.
I ever lo g memory (/

Rev. L. John

(Kripa Bhavan, Jai Nagar, Thirumala)

Mrs. Dolly Bai and Sorrowing Family




IIth Death Anniversary
(5-8-2012)

STANLY SATHYANESAN

(Ex-Mayor)

‘Memorg isa golden chain
that binds until we meet again”

Mrs. Molly Stanly (Wife)
Dr. Benoy Stanly, Seema Stanly, Shaw Mathew Stanly
Bejoy Stanly, Dania Stanly, Jestla Ann Stanly

In loving Memory of

P.T. MONY L. LILLY BAI

281989 21-07-1989
“W1ill be wissed dlusdys™

Shereen Prathap
K.G. Prathapraj
Nimmi, Neena, Serah
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and
25th Birth Anniversary
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of oun Beloved Sow

ARVIND SAVI RASALAM

"The Lord who had given him lo us
has takon him back to SHs foled"

Inserted by:

Sorrowing Paren
Dilip Rasalam
Neetha D.
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Safe in the arms of Jesus
In Memoriam

WILSON WILFRED

Rtd. Sr. Manager, SIDCO
S/o Late Dr. PN. Wilfred, Wills Bungalow, Chackai, Tvm

Called to eternal rest on 07-08-2003

Inserted by: Brothers, Sisters & their Family Members
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Far Far Beyond the Storms - Fanny Crosby
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“There shall sorrow, pain and parting grieve our hearts no more

Soon soon we' Il meet beyond the river safe on the Home land shore”
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“ Far, Far beyond the storms that gather
Dark o’er our way
There shines the light of joy eternal
Bright in the realms of day
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YMCA Inter-Sunday School Competition
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CIRCLE PRAYERS FOR AUGUST 2012

If you want us to arrange circle prayers in September or October kindly inform
one of the presbyters by 19th August.

3/8/2012 | 1527 | Maj. Franklin Jose Thirumala
Friday 1456 | Mr. Reji Titus Kamaleswaram
7/8/2012 Regional Pastors Koinonia
Tuesday
10/8/2012 | 1083 | Mrs. Dolly Bai John Kripa Bhavan, Jai Nagar, Thirumala
Friday 751 Punnose T Pullaikonam Lane II,
Sasthamangalam
14/8/2012 Doicesan council
Tuesday
17/8/2012 | 2015 | Mr. P Chella Thankom EVRA, C Block 43 (3) Elippode,
Friday Market Jn Thirumala
1413 | Mr. M Devads APRA 26, Arappura lane ,
Kannammola
1000 | M. Ambrose H N B.2, Ravi Nagar, Ambalamukk(
21/8/2012 | 921 | Dr. Samuel Devadas Bain's Compound, Nanthancode
Tuesday | 1067 | Mrs. Susan Edward UG 39, Ulloor Gardens, Ulloor
24/8/2012 | 1335 | Mr. A. Dennison Gandhariamman koil Road
Friday Thycaud
1226 | Er. Lal Jayakumar NCRA 52, YMR, Nanthancode
28/8/2012 Onam
Tuesday
31/8/2012 Onam
Friday
4/9/2012 | 846 | Mr. R Viswanathan No. 46, PTP Nagar
Tuesday | 1222 | Mr. David Livingstone, L MS Nagar, Muttada
1559 | Er. Ajithkumar Geolil, ARA 24,
Devaswam Board Jn
7/9/2012 | 1071 | Mr. J Retnarajan Planthoppu Lane, Charachira
Friday 1698 | Er. Binil Das YMR Jn, Nanthancode

Mr. J Binu Johnson,

Lovely Hill, Dr. V S Road, Chakka,
Beach P.O.
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Dr. N. BALSALAIVI VIS, FS.C.S.
Retd. Vice Principal, Medical College, Trivandrum

23.04.1925 - 06.08.2011

By Mrs. Nirmala Balsalam & Sorrowing Family




"0 taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him" Psalms 34:8

Mr. N. Yohannan, son of Rev J Nallathampy and Mrs. Annamma Nallathampy
was born on May 2" 1919. He retired from service as Assistant Engineer PWD,
Kerala after 34 years of service. His wife Mrs. J Chellamma who was supportive
and inspiration for him retired as Under Secretary to Government of Kerala.

He served as deacon of Mateer Memorial Church
continuously for a period of 41 years until he was
called to eternal rest. One of his remarkable
contributions to MM Church was the formation of
Gospel bandin 1973.
He was actively
engaged in visiting the
PALEL wil bo cedcand by Mos Rev A | DEreaved families,
Diocoss (.81 OnSuncysmAugumizorz | VISIting  churches far

Ll
and near, helping the <

poor and needy and praying for the sick. The mission V
fields at Etturnagaram, Andhra Pradesh and Fazimal at = ¢ _
Odisha of South Kerala Diocese was initiated when he

was the Convener of Committee on Missions (1980 —
1986). The Etturnagaram, is the first mission field of S K
Diocese. He was the President of Home Missionary [HESER -
Society, South Kerala Diocese for about 20 years till God M. Ghofmm Yomooe
called him to eternal rest. He played a vital role in the  kaliikadu was dedicated
formation of many HMS churches to the Glory of GOD, ~ °™3"July2007.

In ever loving memory of

Mr. N. Yohannan ¢ Mrs. Chellamma Yohannan
Died on: 05.08.2006 Died on 31.12.2002

“Trust in Him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before Him:
God is a refuge for us. Selah.”  Psalms 62:8

By : Children and Grandchildren




