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From the Presbyter’s desk

Theme of the year :
Pastoral Ministry in the
Urban Context.

‘Enable the congregation to
bear witness'.

My dear ones in Christ,

Greetings of Love in the mighty name of
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!
Golden verse of the month:
"We are bound to thank God always for you,
brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith
grows exceedingly, and the charity (love) of
every one of you all toward each other
aboundeth.” (2 Thessalonians 1:3) KJV

“aueandgomoIne, mlEBgs)as allwdIdave agQale
adevlajo @RPBIo(aI®] MIEBUWBAN ofLI0IBHN)0
@PEMIIMYo MVEMaNo Hald)dhlWo 0I0)@3:WIGI
SMEEIBUS CVOIWIMIM)00IEMo HHBAUTHIN af)Ga]IP)o
maEBasan)0laj aemO(®o  HalQyaIomd
BS9a]510la0)mM). (2 6®  #ePMIB:A3 1:3)”

The relationship within the faith community
is instituted by God and thereafter that
relationship is extended to the world around. God
himself initiates a process through which each
and every person is brought to a relationship with
the Lord (Acts 2:43-47). The faith growth should
excel with love of God in the Church. 'When
everyone is united in Christ, there is a new world.
The old order has gone and the new order has
already begun' (2 Cor 5:17) Apostle Paul states
that in a new community, in Christ, clothed in
Christ and therefore there are no more
distinctions between them. They are freed from
all social clutches. Jesus says, "You shall know
the truth and the truth shall make you free' (John
8:32). Yes, real freedom is the outcome of Holy
Spirit. In such a society, being in Christ defines
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who we are and how we are to enjoy the blessings of freedom and the
responsibilities of fraternity and equality (John 8:36). When we are in Christ,
various walls of divisions should be broken down, for we are all one in Christ.
Our Lord Jesus Christ redeems us from all kinds of sins (Gal. 5:1), (Rom.
6:18). We are called to pool resources of freedom in the faith community and
the society. Be innovative and creative, learn from one another and support
each other's dignity and of those who are marginalised in our society. Let us
encourage one another and each other abundantly to share the dynamics of
the Holy Spirit to change all forms of biases and trust in God's word to transform
us.

In his letter to Thessalonians, Paul declared that the day of the Lord
was at hand and gives further instructions on this point to set their minds at
rest and give them a sure understanding of this message. The theme of
second Thessalonians is Paul's gratitude and appreciation to the growth
and stability of their faith and Paul gives a word of encouragement for the
patient waiting and working towards the glorious second coming of the Lord.
While the followers of the ‘men of sin’ (Anti-Christ) are condemned, the
followers of Christ who are safe in His salvation will be sanctified by the
spirit of God as per the promises of God.

Miraculous Escape

The Chadayamangalam bus accident has taken many lives and left the
families in bereavement in our State in general and around our city in
particular. Mrs. Deepa Cyrus, w/o Vijay Wills escaped miraculously by the
powerful prayer of the Church under the leadership of our Presbyter’s and
prayer partners and the members of the Young Family Fellowship is being
heard by the Almighty God our Heavenly Father. Let us thank God for the
special care to the family members.

Senior Citizens Fellowship with the partnership of Sunday School and CEYF
is organizing a symbosium on 9th of August, Friday on the subject “ Practising
the Love of Jesus”. The goal of the partnership programme is to promote
mutual co-operation and closer fellowship with other organizations of our
Church. To promote the rural ministries SCF is planning to conduct a retreat
at HMS Panniyode on 10th August with sight seeing at Neyyar Dam. Those
who are planning to participate in the programme, kindly contact Mr. Y.
Christudas, Gen. Secretary of SCF or Mr. Robinson, programme co-ordinator.

Church Committee: In view of the decree of the Diocesian Election tribunal,
the Church Committee for the triennium 2013-16 is constituted with the
following members.

General Category : Dr. Arthur Jacob, Mr. Christinson E. Sarasam, Mr. Y.

Christudas, Dr. S.G. Churchin Ben, Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred, Dr. S. Satheesh,
Mr. R. Sajan Samson.
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Youth Category: Er. Joshidas Y.S, Adv. Sarjine Thomas
Women Category : Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh, Mrs. Pushpa Madan

Subsequently, the Church Committee held on 30/06/2013 elected Mr.
Christenson E. Sarasam as Secretary and Adv. Sarjine Thomas as
Accountant. Kindly uphold them in your prayers and give them your co-
operation.

Transfiguration of Christ: The word ‘transfiguration’ means glorification in
appearance. It is recorded in St. Mathew 16:27-28 which is celebrated on
the 6th of August every year. It is the revelation of Christ’s divine nature.

Youth Week and International Youth Day: The youth week of our Church
was observed from 21st to 28th July with its culmination holding a youth
convention. Bro. R.D. Sundar Singh, Neyyatinkara delivered the message
of God. August 12th is the day, separated to the youth for equipping them
to take up the responsibilities in the society. Our youngsters are also
implementing various activities in connection with youth week celebrations.
They are raising funds for various projects like completion of a missionary
housing project, financial aid for two students pursuing professional course,
teenage camp, mission trip to Salem and other regular activities. Kindly
extend your whole hearted prayerful support and guidance to them.

Independence Day: We the citizens of India got our independence from
foreign political rule in 1947 August 15. As we are observing the 66th
Independence Day, let us prayerfully work as a Sovereign Socialist Secular
Democratic Republic in its real nature. Our Church is also planning to
celebrate the Independence Day under the leadership of CEYF with flag
hoisting soon after the 7’0 clock morning service.

Bartholomew, Apostle and Martyr: The name Bartholomew literally meant
‘Son of Tolmai'. He is one of the twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ our Lord
(Lk 6:12-16). He has a strong conviction in his faith to have a closer fellowship
with Jesus Christ (Acts 1: 4-13). Likewise, the spiritual unity of believers
gives real freedom from sin and evil powers. As faithful servants of God, let
us share the message of freedom of the Gospel with others like Bartholomew,
the Apostle.

With warm regards of ‘Freedom’ and prayers,
Yours in Christ,

Vincent Achan




SECRETARY’'S REPORT

Dear friends in Christ Jesus,

Sixty and six years have gone by since we gained independence.
But, people in our country still continue to live as bonded slaves to poverty,
poor living conditions, illiteracy and diverse social evils. Though
democracy visualizes Government of the people, by the people and for
the people, they continue to live enslaved in sin and addiction attracting
disease, despair and dejection. Naturally, they end up in loss of health,
wealth and life.

God’s will for the nations is to make people free from all kinds of
evil and suffering. Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “You shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). “Therefore, if the Son
makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). The Lord asks
Joshua to recollect his days with Moses and says: “As you move forward,
the one who was with Moses is with you”. What a great assurance for us
in this generation !

1. The Church Committee that met on 14/07/2013 has constituted
standing committees for the triennium 2013-2016 and
appointed the following deacons as conveners:

Editor, Church Voice : Mr. R. Sajan Samson
Prayer Committee . Adv. Sarjine Thomas
IT, Documentation &

Church Maintenance . Er. Joshi Das Y.S
Cemetery : Dr. S. Satheesh

City Mission & Gardening . Dr. Arthur Jacob J
Gospel Band . Mr. Y. Christudas
Salem Mission & Library . Dr. S.G.Churchin Ben
Finance Committee & Halls . Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred
Education & Poor clothing . Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert

Singh & Mrs. Pushpa Madan
Parsonage & Missionary Complex: Mr. Christenson E. Sarasam

2. Deacon Representatives to the sub-organisations of the Church
for the triennium 2013-2016 are as follows:

Church Choir : Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred & Mrs. Charlet Bai
CEYF . Er. Joshi Das Y.S. & Adv. Sarjine Thomas
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Sunday School . Mr. R. Sajan Samson, Mrs. Pushpa Madan,
Er. Joshi Das Y.S & Dr. S. Satheesh

Womens’ Fellowship : Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh
Mrs. Pushpa Madan

SCF : Mr. Jayakumar Alfred & Dr. Churchin Ben
BCL Union : Mr. Sajan Samson & Dr. Arthur Jacob J.
JCF : Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh

& Mrs. Pushpa Madan
3.  Ward allocation for Deacons for the triennium 2013-2016 is as

follows:

LMS - Palayam : Mr. Christenson E. Sarasam
Nanthencode . Dr. Satheesh S.

Charachira . Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred
Statue : Mrs. Pushpa Madan
Thycaud : Adv. Sarjine Thomas
Vazhuthacaud . Mr. Y. Christudas

Ulloor . Er. Joshi Das Y.S.

Pattom : Mr. R. Sajan Samson
Kowdiar : Dr. S.G. Churchin Ben
Ambalamukku : Dr. Arthur Jacob J.

Muttada : Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh

4. Diocesan Council Members for the triennium 2013-2016 are as follows:
1. Er. Sam Moses
2. Mr. Zaem Enock
3. Prof. Charlet Bai Robert Singh
4. Mr. Ajith Sen

5. The Diocesan Council of our Diocese is scheduled to be held on
the 14th and 15th of August, 2013. Do pray for God'’s blessing on
this annual meet of representatives from all our churches.

6. Installation of PA system in the TIM Mini Hall was done with the
help of Sri. Bennet Thompson. This will surely enhance the utility of
this portion of the TIJM Hall.

7. Rev. Sujith N.S. has joined the Salem Mission field as Missionary in
Charge. Medical camp under the leadership of Dr. Stephen is
conducted regularly.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The contribution of Rs. 71,000/- by Young Family Fellowship for
Manikanteswarm Mission field is disbursed to them for foundation
work along with the contribution of Rs.10,000/- from Elizabeth
Mathew. An amount of Rs.15,000/- is granted to them for construction
of Toilet and for obtaining Electricity & Water connection.

Membership fee for SCF is fixed as Rs.50/- and term of office bearers
is limited to 2 years consecutively which becomes operative from
the current calendar year. Rs.10,000/- is granted for their annual
retreat scheduled at Panniyode HMS church on 10/08/2013.

The bye laws for the Young Family Fellowship is under consideration
by the Church committee.

Membership under Dependant Status was accorded to Mrs.
Kannamma, mother of Asok V, Family No.1250.

Rev. Sunin Spenzer will be participating in the CSI Synod Mission &
Evangelism conference from 20th to 24th July 2013.

Budget preparations are under way under the leadership of the
Finance Committee and all church members are requested to submit
suggestions and proposals for consideration. The Church committee
nominated former Church Secretary Dr. Samson Nessiah to the
Finance Committee.

Pay revision for church staff is being worked out under the guidance
of the Finance Committee.

Ward Prayer meeting for Nanthencode Ward was conducted at the
residence of Er. Zaem Enock on 21/07/2013. Alarge section of people
living in this ward attended this prayer enthusiastically and were
greatly blessed.

The following families who successfully completed 1 year of
temporary membership were granted permanent membership to the
Church:

1. Mr. V. N. Rajan, T-425 - CRRA,C-3, Lane-C, Chalakuzhy, Pattom PO
2. Adv. Rajkumar, T.S - T-502 - Kavitha, TC26-792/7, Bakery jn, Tvm.

3. Mr. Solomon, P - TC-11/1594, Charachira, Trivandrum.

As per SKD constitution and related rules, a Church committee
member cannot hold simultaneously both Committee membership
and office-bearership in any of the sub-organisations of the Church.
The Church committee resolved to enforce this rule and rearrange
leadership responsibilities accordingly.

Medical help was sanctioned as follows:

a. Mrs. Gracy Stanley - Rs.5,000
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b. Mrs. Dhakshayani - Rs.1,000

. Mrs. Matilda - Rs. 1,000

d. Mr. Maniyan, Mrs. B. Santha, Mrs. C. Baby - Lenin Nagar @
Rs.500/- each

e. Mr. Reghu - Eruthavur, Mrs. Baby - Peyad, Mr. B. Mohanan-
Malayinkeezhu @ Rs.500/- each

20. Educational help extended to the following:

a. Mrs. Radha - Kakkanad (CSI Rakshapuri) - Rs.1,000/-

b. Mr. Rajagopal - Lenin Nagar - Rs.1,000/-

c. Mr. Cijo Rajan - Vattappara - Rs.7,000/- (interest from “Suni
Joseph Memorial Fund”)

The Church committee has taken steps to immediately engage a
security staff for day duty to safeguard life and property in our Church campus.

Mrs. Deepa Cyrus (wife of Mr. Vijay Wills, YMR jn, Nanthencode)
who met with a tragic bus accident at Chadayamangalam on Monday,
15th July, 2013 is undergoing intensive care and treatment at KIMS
hospital. Let us all fervently pray to our Healer and Lord Jesus Christ for
her healing and speedy recovery.

(9]

Yours in His Ministry,
Christenson E. Sarasam,
Secretary.
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‘The heart preparing for Communion should be as a crystal vial filled
with clear water in which the least mote of uncleanness will be seen’,
- Elizabeth Seton
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A Lamp that Burned and Gave Light

Bejoy Peter

John the Baptist has a unique place in human history. He was the one
who came to prepare the way for Jesus Christ. Like a pilot vehicle he
went ahead announcing the coming of the Messiah—the anointed One
for whom all Israel was waiting for.

Preparation in the Desert

God always takes a long time in preparing his servants before he
allows them to step into a particular moment in history. Often the sudden
appearance of such men and women of God surprises others. John the
Baptist, who was filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth, too came
suddenly into the scene. He was prepared for service in the long years
he had spent in the desert.

Why did God choose the desert to train him? The desert is a place
where one is shut out from others and shut in with God. The desert is a
place where the isolation compels a person to develop a strong
relationship with God. Again the desert is a place where other human
voices are not heard; and one can develop a sharp sensitivity to listen to
the voice of God.

Moreover, as far as John the Baptist was concerned, God had a
prophetic role for him. He was trained to fear no man and speak the truth
fearlessly to all. His voice came like a thunderstorm to the Israelites and
it derived its power in the long years of silence he had spent in the
desert. He came to please God and did not bother to ask whether what
he said pleased men.

Again, the long years of preparation in the desert made him ready
to step down as soon as Jesus came.

Stepping Down

John the Baptist had another great quality. He remained true to
the purpose for which he was called. He came to prepare the way for the
Messiah. He knew that he was not the light; but only one who came to
testify about the true light that was coming into the world.

When Jesus came to be baptized; John the Baptist was a powerful
and popular figure in the land. He had many followers. He could have
easily taken his followers with him and established a kingdom for himself.
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But he chose to turn the eyes of others to Jesus saying, “Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

John was content to be just the “voice” calling in the desert. His desire
was that Jesus must become greater and he must become less. He
knew that he was just sent ahead to prepare the way. In all this, he
leaves us a blazing example of being true to the purpose for which God
has called us to be.

His Witness to Christ

We are called to witness to Jesus Christ. And John did that faithfully.
After his death many people came to believe in Jesus saying, “Though
John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this
man was true” (see John 10:40—42). Such was the greatness of this
man.

Even though he was greater than any man born of women, he had
his moments of doubt especially when he was locked up in prison for
speaking the truth fearlessly. Yet he took his doubts straight to Jesus and
remained strong in faith. Perhaps we should be encouraged to note that
such a giant of faith had doubts and that is no sign of lack of faith.

Every generation has its heroes; but some of them stand tall
for all generations to see. John the Baptist stands tall because he
humbled himself to exalt Jesus Christ above all.

We do not offer Christ as a sacrifice for our sins, in the eucharist or
on any other occasion...Instead we joyfully and thankfully accept
the sacrifice which Christ has achieved and offered for us, and which
is a gift, the gift of God to man, and try to live lives worthy of this
gift. Sacrifice therefore becomes something which God graciously
gives to man, not something which man anxiously offers to God.
In this view the eucharist becomes what its early name implied,
above all an occasion of thanksgiving. — R P C Hanson
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A HAPPY LIFE OR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

D. Premdas Justus

A rewarding ‘well-lived’
life need not necessarily be
a happy one, because happy
life and meaningful life are |
often not compatible. It is
generally seen that people
make choices in their life that '
are able to bring forth a mixed
relationship to their own
happiness.

The parenting paradox is
the best example to this. When most people assume that having
children will make them happier, some surveys indicate that they are
not happier than their childless peers. At the same time, people who
seek not just happiness but also meaning in their life feel that the
gains in meaningfulness nullify any losses in happiness.

Here it becomes necessary to differentiate between happy life
and meaningful life. Happiness and meaningfulness are important
features of a ‘desirable quality-life’ and they are interrelated too, though
they have different routes, actions and implications.

Happy life can be defined as a sense of ‘subjective well-being’
while meaningful life is one of purpose and value in one’s life.

Happiness is rooted to the animal nature in human being. Among
creatures with brains and central nervous systems, basic motivations
(to survive and reproduce) ignite them to pursue and enjoy those
needed things. Generally, the satisfaction of these needs produce
positive feeling and when those needs are thwarted, negative feelings
arise.

On the other hand, meaningful life is related to more sophisticated
human virtues. Doing things that express and reflect the self are
important to make the life meaningful, but they are mostly irrelevant
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and occasionally even detrimental to happiness. Helping others has
a positive impact on our sense of a meaningful existence, but
sometimes it can create a negative impact on happiness.

It can also be stated that happiness is intertwined with the benefits
one receives from others; on the other hand meaningfulness is
associated with the benefits that the others receive from us. In everyday
life helping others makes the helpers life meaningful and thereby
increases happiness. To get the benefits of happiness and sense of
meaning, we should have a strong social network. The time spent
with loved ones may be important for meaning, but not necessarily for
happiness, possibly because loved ones can be difficult at times.

Generally, happiness is focused on the present; but
meaningfulness integrates the past, present and future. Attimes, past
misfortunes reduce present happiness. But if they are linked to higher
meaningfulness we will feel happy. Perhaps, people cope with
misfortunes by finding meaning in them. This feeling of satisfaction
makes us happy.

Cultivating and encouraging the pursuit of meaning in the face of
unhappiness will be a worthy approach for positive thinking and living.
Happiness is not all that people seek. Indeed, a meaningful, but
unhappy life is more admirable in many ways than a happy but
meaningless life.

A happy person resembles an animal with perhaps some added
complexity. On the other hand, meaningfulness points to more
distinctively human activities such as expressing one selves and
thinking integrally about past and future. In another words, humans
may resemble many other creatures in their struggle for happiness;
but, quest for meaning is a cheap art of what makes us human and
uniguely so.

* k *

‘The time to be happy is now; the place to be happy is here; the way
to be happy is to make others so.” - Robert Ingersoll.
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THE BEAUTY AND THE POWER OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

Submitted by a Church member.
It is an article read and reproduced from the Outreach Magazine

In the interview, excerpted below, the
reflection is on the beauty of the local
church and the challenge of hearing
and responding to the whisper of
divine leadership.

There is nothing like the local
Church, when the local Church is
working right. When the Holy Spirit
is in charge, and when God’s
anointing power is on a Church, lost
people are getting found and found
people are growing up and lonely
people are getting enfolded and
bold people are finding a purpose and a cause, and the poor are being
cared for. To me, when that is all happening, prompted and empowered
by the spirit as opposed to fueled by human power, that is the most
beautiful activity | have ever witnessed.

The central work of diligent leadership is to more people from ‘here’
to ‘there’ and that is primarily a work of stimulating a persons imagination.
The role of the leader is to say ‘Here’s where we are at’ and then to ask
the question, “Where is ‘there’?” The leaders job is to describe the future
in such a way that produces passion in people igniting their enthusiasm
to the point where people say, “I no longer want to stay ‘here’.” Here
sounds unconscionable compared to there. Alot of that was what Jesus
was doing when he would say, ‘You have often heard it said, ..." which
describes a current reality, ‘But | say to you, the kingdom of God is
like...". That's the there. Leaders need to offer people the opportunity to
move out of a current reality by understanding the there - a kingdom
reality of what heaven is really like right here on earth. Then they need
to develop a practical plan and resources that allow people to begin the
journey from here to there.
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If you tell people, ‘Let’s all fast and pray and volunteer and give of
ourselves sacrificially so that things will remain the same’, no one will
care. Where there is no vision, the people perish. You have to present
the ideal. The overarching idea in the two kingdoms is the competing
ideals - one of self seeking, the other of self giving. These, obviously,
are very different directions, producing very different fruit. To gain a
sense of movement in the hearts and minds of people you have to paint
the lofty ideal of the kingdom value and impact of self giving. At the
same time, just giving people the lofty ideal is not enough. Leadership
must gauge what aspirations and impact they hope will be operative in
the community in 12-24 months through such a ministry.

The work of God in the world is ever evolving. Ecclesiastes 3, says
there’s season for everything, and that applies to different types of
ministry. There come times when initiatives that are very important to
the Church during that decade takes precedent and then it accomplishes
what it was supposed to, so then the next step is to move on. Someone
who listens to God and finds another prompting often leads to another
way of ministry focus with new relationships and new causes. That’s as
it should be. There’s a kind of rhythm and life cycle in the vision of a
Church.

[Nota Bene: We have a policy of not publishing without reference to the
person submitting the article, letter or contribution. In this particular case,
we have made an exception due to the topical nature of the contribution.]

Properly speaking, the Church is just the people of God, just
humanity remade in Christ. It should therefore have as much
variety as the human race itself. — Bishop Lesslie Newbigin

The fullness of the Christian life cannot be known except in
fellowship - fellowship with God and fellowship with one
another. - W.E. Sangster
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GRAPE FRUIT (Bumblimas)

Dr.Thilaga Samson

The grape fruit is a subtropical citrus fruit. In ancient days it was
known as ‘forbidden fruit’. The fruit, when ripe is something larger than
the largest orange. The popular varieties cultivated today are - red, white
and pink - referring to the internal pulp of the fruit.

Grape fruit mercaptan, a sulphur containing terpene, is one of the
substances which have a strong influence on the taste and odour of the
grape fruit compared with the other citrus fruits.

Drug interactions

Grape fruit can have interaction with a number of drugs, often
increasing the effective potency of compounds. Researches’ have
identified 85 drugs with which grape fruit is known to have an adverse
reaction. Grape fruit contains a number of polyphenolic compounds,
including the flavanone naringin, alongside the two furanocoumarins —
bergamottin and dihyroxy bergamottin. These inhibit the drug
metabolising enzyme isoform CYP3A4 predominantly in the small
intestine and higher doses inhibit hepatic CYP3A4. It is via inhibition of
these enzymes, grape fruit increases the effects of a variety of drugs by
increasing their bioavailability which might even prove fatal. (e.g. Stanins
and certain chemotherapeutic drugs.)

Grape fruit (bumblimas) is not Grapes (mundiri)!!!
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In Loving Memory of

STANLY SATHYANESAN

(Ex-Mayor of Trivandrum)

called to Eternal Glory on
05-08-2001

Wife: Mrs. Mally Sanly
Son:  Dr. Benoy Stanly, Seena Stanly, Shaun Mathew Stanly
Bejoy Stanly, Dania Stanly, Jessica Ann Sanly

In Loving Memory of

ROLANDS NAYAGAM PRADEEPAN ROLANDS GUNASUDAN ROLANDS

25.07.1990 05.07.2000 27.08.2004
Always remembered with love and tears

inserted by their loved ones
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In Loving Memory of

Sri. N. Yohannan Smt. Chellamma Yohannan
Called to Eternal Rest on
Aug 05, 2006 Dec 31, 2002

Be faithful unto death, and | will give you the
crown of life. (Rev. 2: 10)

By Children and GrandChildren

JIn ey Ingring memaory of

A. Ponnoose S.L. Rositty
Called to Eternal Rest on
August 15, 1988 June 5, 2010

Memory is a golden chain
that binds us till we meet again

By Children and Grand Children
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FELLOWSHIP

Rev. Dr. John Stott

If the first condition of Christian health and progress is that we maintain
a close relationship with God through daily Bible reading and prayer, the
second is that we maintain close fellowship with one another in the Christian
community. Committed membership of the church is an indispensable part
of our Christian discipleship. As John Wesley once put it, ‘to turn Christianity
into a solitary religion is to destroy it'. To be sure, it has a solitary aspect (a
personal relationship to God through Christ), but it has a social aspect too
(fellowship with other believers). The same Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount, who encouraged us to engage in private prayer (Matthew 6:6),
also told us when we pray to say ‘Our Father’ (Matthew 6:9), which we
can do only when we are together.

God's purpose is not to save individual souls in isolation from one
another, and so perpetuate our loneliness, but to build a church, to gather
together into one a people of his own, drawn from every nation and culture.

The fact is that the Christian church is the biggest family on earth,
and the only multi-racial, multi-national, multi-cultural community that exists.
| am told that when Margaret Mead, the well-known American
anthropologist, saw in Vancouver in 1983 the thousands of Christians from
all over the world who had gathered for the Sixth Assembly of the World
Council of Churches, she exclaimed ‘you are a sociological impossibility!".
[But] through Jesus Christ [God] has broken down the barriers which
divided us, and by reconciling us to himself has reconciled us to one
another.

The Christian fellowship is not only an article of faith and a glorious
reality; it is also an enormous help. Our church membership exerts a
stabilizing influence on us. A Scottish minister was visiting a church member
who had recently absented himself from Sunday worship. He sat in silence
before the fire. After a while he leant forward, picked up the hearth tongs,
took a burning coal from the fire, and laid it in the fireplace. It flickered
briefly and went out. The minister then picked it up and put it back with the
other coals. Within a few seconds it was back on fire again. The minister
took his leave, having said nothing throughout his visit. But the absentee
was back in church the following Sunday.

It is entirely anomalous, if not actually impossible, to claim membership
of the universal, invisible church without belonging to a local, visible
manifestation of it.

Although like Jesus, who was nicknamed ‘the friend of tax collectors
and sinners’, we ought to have a wide circle of friends who are not

(Contd on page 25)
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Dig Up Those Bitter Roots

Warren W. Wiersbe

What one thing causes the most problems in a local church? Ayoung
pastor asked me that question at a pastor’s conference, and my reply
(which drew several loud “amens” from others) was, “The thing
Hebrews12:15 warns about - a root of bitterness.”

Here is what the passage says: “Pursue peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking diligently lest
anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing
up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled.” (Heb. 12:14-15).

By using the image of a root, the writer taught us a number of practical
truths about bitterness in the human heart. For one thing, a root needs to
be planted. How does bitterness get planted in the heart? Usually it's our
getting hurt by something somebody has said or done and then holding
a grudge against that person. It could happen in a church committee
meeting or in private conversation. The culprit probably doesn’t even
know that he or she has hurt us. Instead of facing the matter openly and
honestly, we bury it in our hearts; and a root of bitterness starts to grow.

But roots will not grow unless they are cultivated. If you and | would
honestly confess our hurt and our sin to the Lord, He will help us pull up
the root. This will save us a great deal of pain. The trouble is, we enjoy
feeding our egos and cultivating the bitterness down inside. Outwardly,
we maintain pious behaviour, but inwardly, we are full of bitter poison.

Hidden sins do not stay hidden very long. A day and an hour comes
when that root of bitterness springs up in bitter words or actions, and
then everybody discovers what only God had known. Poison that has
been brewing in the heart for weeks, perhaps years, suddenly erupts and
infects everybody around us.

A root of bitterness causes trouble and defilement, according to the
Scriptures. It never makes the bitter person better, nor does it improve
the people in the home or church. In fact, the root of bitterness troubles
and defiles long before it is recognized openly. It is impossible for bitter
believers not to have that hidden bitterness affect their praying,
witnessing, fellowshipping, and serving. Because they are troubled and
defiled, they trouble and defile everything around them; yet all the while,
everything looks spiritual.

Aroot of bitterness must be dealt with drastically. It must be exposed
and pulled up. The ax must be laid to the root of the tree. It does no good
to break off the sick branches or pluck off the dead leaves; the trouble is
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at the roots. If you have ever had to dig up a tree root that was causing
problems, then you will know what a difficult task it is. This kind of spiritual
surgery is never easy, but it is necessary.

Of course, the best approach is to keep the root from getting started
in the first place. This takes effort, which explains why the writer used
exhortations such as “follow peace” and “look diligently” (vv.14, 15). Just
as the gardener must hate weeds and pull them up, so the believer must
hate roots of bitterness and pull them up. And keep this in mind: It is
easier to pull them up when they are small. The longer we wait, the
deeper they grow and the more bitter the poison gets.

Three words tell us how to keep roots of bitterness out of the soil of
the heart; “peace,” “holiness,” and “grace.” If we are following peace with
all men, we will obey our Lord’s instructions in Matthew 18:15-20, and
we will not permit hurt feelings to break our fellowship with our brothers
and sisters. If we are cultivating holiness of life, the atmosphere will
simply not permit roots of bitterness to thrive. All this we do by the grace
of God. By nature, we want to defend ourselves and get what is coming
to us (and perhaps give to others what we think is coming to them). But
the grace of God changes all of that.

It is foolish to waste time and energy cultivating roots of bitterness
when we could be cultivating the fruit of the Spirit. It is next to impossible
for bitter roots to grow successfully where love, joy, and peace are
flourishing. Bitterness would be crowded out! And the harvest of the
Spiritis much more beautiful and enjoyable than an ugly root of bitterness.

The grace of God never fails, but we might fail to appropriate the
grace of God if we refuse to heed this warning. Perhaps the time has
come for some of us to examine the soil of our hearts.

(Taken from the booklet ‘God isn’t In a Hurry’, a Back to the Bible
publication. Dr. Warren Wiersbe, former pastor of the Moody Church in
Chicago, is a Bible teacher and author - MKE)

(Contn of page 23)

believers, we will now find that in Christ we can experience deeper
friendships than we have known previously. As the late Bishop Stephen
Neill has written, ‘friendship between the friends of Jesus of Nazareth is
unlike any other friendship’.

(Note: John Stott, who died in 2011, was an Anglican evangelical theologian
and Rector at All Souls Church, London, who was also chaplain to the British
Queen. He wrote over 50 books, including The Cross of Christ. The above
excerpts are from chapter 9 in his book, Christian Basics, published by Hodder
& Stoughton. Compiled and edited by Manoj Ebenezer)
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Just as surely as God desires to lead us to a knowledge of
genuine Christian fellowship, so surely must we be
overwhelmed by a great disillusionment with others, with
Christians in general, and, if we are fortunate, with
ourselves...Only that fellowship which faces such
disillusionment with all its unhappy and ugly aspects, begins
to be what it should be in God’s sight.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Circle Prayer - August 2013

2/8/2013  Thycaud Circle 1090 Mr. Jesuson Sarasam  Chempka Nagar
Friday Vazhuthacaud Circle 1773 Mr. Suresh Jose Aramada
6/8/2013  Ambalamukku Circle 1016 Mr. D. Simon Kuravankonam
Tuesday Charachira Circle 1091 Mr. J. Robinson Charachira
Edappazhaniji Circle 1498 Mr. Benson P. Vettamukku
9/8/2013  Kowdiar Circle 915  Mr. Wilson Keston Road
Friday LMS Palayam Circle 1483 Er. Prasanth Frederick M. Bains Compound
13/8/2013 Nanthancode Circle 1181  Mr. Winfred Wilson NGO Quarters Lane
Tuesday Muttada Circle 1493  Dr. Vipin Joseph Parottukonam
Statue Circle 1471 Mr. V. K. Moses Manakkad
16/8/13 ~ Ambalamukku Circle 398 Mrs. Eva Santhy Ambalamukku
Friday Ulloor Circle 888  Mr. Kumaradas M. T,  Pongummoodu
Vazhuthacaud Circle 831  Mrs. Lalitha Henry John Minchin Road
20/8/13  Kowdar 2043 Mr. V. S. Vinod Pandit's Colony
Tuesday Charachira 1697 Mr. N. Sathyadas Nethaji Bose Road
Edapazhaniji Circle 1743 Col. Ansalam Peyad
23/8/13  Ambalamukku 2054 Mr. harmakumar Vazhayila
Friday Nanthancode Circle 1725 Mr. Vallabhadas Bain's Compound
LMS-Palayam Circle 1185 Er. Chandra Babu Nandavanam
27/8/13  Muttada Circle 1419 Mr. Jai Thilaka Kesavadasapuram
Tuesday Pattom Circle 4 Mrs. Daisy Sinha Adarsh Nagar
Statue Circle 1250 Mr. Ashok V. Kaipally Lane
30/8/13  Vazhuthacaud Circle 1772 Mr. Jayakumar V. K. Jagathy
Friday Ambalamukku Circle 1815 Mr. Dileep Singh Ambalamukku
Edapazhaniji Circle 2002 Mr. Santhosh V. J Vellayambalam
3/9/2013  Charachira Circle 208  Mr. J. Noble Albin Watt's Lane
Tuesday Kowdiyar Circle 1863 Dr. Sunder Sing Golf Links
LMS Palayam 2047 Mr. A. Christudas Lenin Nagar
6/9/2013  Muttada Circle 718  Mr. Babu Japakumar  Parottukonam
Friday Nanthancode Circle 77 Dr. David Joseph PMG
Pattom Circle 1206 Mr. George Bright Adarsh agar

If you want circle prayers to be arranged in your house, kindly inform the
presbyter or deacon in charge of your ward.

\:@




MMRHU3 HOBHMNIN) D

o@ladl MOa0l®IOWIOLl (VERLVMIV B0) &alloem
®a0m(s] eudgemd. @PREZa00 0alla] (IR &0)
Sallm@osm "Pass it On' #9&a00)d of)aNoeM D@03
@dmno. M2)#8 elclaflelen)am H@HWB 2Q)88AIGHH
HOBHR00)QUOM BHSDWNE af)IM @RHUVREM OV Ballmwlenes
21189 M.
0a0m(s] midgem D HAl® 02ilo@M) oM@ 80) GLOW)ME.
(MO ((DMOGHI0MIVW MNIBHS HON oﬂ(sq»@mﬂmg Rlalloooloal 80)
@M)_Ao MIBgEM @ROIWOMISVIW]. AN 9K allERSTT MIe)Ud
ailayoe50mM0 a)BOMIWIGH GanogaEled Mlmm)o Ganoflellwlealss &aqldd
VI ©21YH@IVI0)AM). drafell@d Ala] BoHEMo &$la] enilE] AlMEajoeoe
@O HHIS)HN)AUIMBS aléMo @O OadVleloaln) eenallcgmila
2m eneo. algmysoem  (WatE) eo0 allewsalom ageewwlemo
QUSHH) IOEDT).
85)0il@d, eew mcs@)tﬁmﬂmg NOYIV Gald @OIWOMISVIWEa]oud
@RWOBHS EH0alnseEEl. AIBaUEBWBHH 2)MI §e allc$milon @
@VIHE MOMIODS: mietlaslad mla) oedlaflgiensoaioym). enilaiload
aléMo  allgmy$:00M GPVIBNS HOBHYIG M) OHIS)OME|OWB HOW
alle@$m’ 62106la)): ‘af)Me8) H2IP® MVa0IVABTIM ald:00 6MIM 6)2ICQEBO)
af)a®26M?" @R@IM Qll8MI)E:00M M@EIW 20)aIS] D@IVI0)M): ‘©®IBB)6S
@D of)Mlen0Q] 80) ALl MM §210®). @RM) MM GBS HOEHRIM.
D M@ MU 2QIBOBOBIRN0 HOBHA0)D.” D @RM)ERAINN) 'Passit On'
o) HAUOVOS 021NTE oM. DD SalmWeSs @Ry UGB
6D (alHIOA6M):
“Have you had a kindness shown? - Pass it on:
‘T was not given for thee alone, - Pass it on.
Let it travel down the years,
Let it wipe another’s tears,
Till in heaven the deed appears: - Pass it on.”
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We are richer when we give and poorer when we keep. mm# @
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E-mail: sajansamson@hotmail.com
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First Death Anniversary
21-08-2013

JUSTIN RAJ A.V. (47)

S/0 Mr. R. Albert and late Mrs. S.R. Vilasini
‘Bersheba' Barton Hill , Trivandrum 35

by sorrowing family, friends and relatives




CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH - Regular Weekly Programme

Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 07.00a.m
Devotion Prayer (Monday to Saturday) 07.30a.mto01.00 p.m
Sunday Malayalam Service 06.00a.m
Tamil Service 07.00a.m
Malayalam Service 08.00a.m
English Service 10.00a.m
Malayalam Service 04.15p.m
Sunday School 09.30a.m&03.00p.m
Women's Fellowship 10.00a.m
GCEXYE 11.00a.m
BCL Union 11.00a.m
JCF 11.00a.m
Choir Practice 11.00a.m
Young Family Fellowship 05.30p.m
Contemporary Worship (First Sunday) 06.15p.m
Monday Bible Class 05.30p.m
Vestry Prayer 06.30 p.m
Tuesday Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30p.m
Vestry Prayer 07.00 p.m
Wednesday Gospel Band House Visit 03.30 p.m
Women's Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Thursday Senior Citizens' Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Worship & Witnessing Service 06.15 p.m
Friday Missionary Prayer Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Saturday Choir Practice 05.00 p.m
\ Preparation Service (First Saturday) 07.00 p.m
Members of the Church Committee
Name Phone No. Mobile
Rev. C. R. Vincent (President) 2316544 9446850066
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Presbyter) 2724658 9400370085
Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer (Presbyter) 2316644 8547811284
Mr. Christenson E. Sarasam (Secretary) 2327722 9995100420
Adv. Sarjine Thomas (Accountant) 2435142 9847104775
Mr. Y. Christudas 2318213 9895114633
Dr. S. G. Churchin Ben 2315655 9447177666
Dr. Arthur Jacob J. 9447965063
Dr. S. Satheesh 2315232 9447104460
Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred 2534781 9895110652
Mr. R. Sajan Samson 2555013 9447153170
Er. Joshi Das Y.S. 2315106 9446052121
Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh 2436338 9495551064
Mrs. Pushpa Madan 9847215215
Church Office 2311347
Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton) 9446616080
Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.) 9447525339
\ Mr. T. Rajeev (Peon Cum Gardener) 9895801012




