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From the Editor

Greetings in the name of our Savior Jesus
Wishing all readers a blessed December !

The spirit of Christmas is in the air. Joyfully we enter

into the bliss of this wonderful season, where we affirm
and celebrate the coming of the Christ into this world. Carols add color
and music adds beauty to this time. Each year, Christmas gives us a set
of memories and experiences. In the scriptures regarding the advent and
the birth of Jesus, we see a series of moments which limpidly defines the
utmost joy and divine intervention. Besides, those are the times, when
the anxiety of several got eased and prayers answered. The angel of the
Lord strengthens Zechariah “Do not be afraid... for your prayer has been
heard” (Luke 1:13). Virgin Mary is being strengthened by the angel “Do
not be afraid...you have found favor with God...” (Luke 1:30) and she
even doubts how things regarding the birth of Jesus can be, she being a
virgin? Joseph was told by an angel of the Lord, “Do not be afraid...”
(Matt. 1:20) He also learns the lesson of trusting his beloved in hard times
and got the assurance that his son will be called Jesus who will save his
people from their sins. The shepherds too were perplexed during the
birth of Jesus. The good news to them was also “Do not be afraid... (Luke
2:10) and they were made to deliver the heavenly praise “Glory to God
in the highest heaven...” (Luke 2:14) The wise men from the East crossed
the boundaries of fear and anxiety. But, at the end, their journeys to see
the newborn Christ had offered them a great celebration of rare moments.
Christmas gives us an assurance of Emmanuel, “God with us”. We are
reminded of a God, who is with us in despair, pain, solitude and while
we miss our way forward. In every moment of losing our hopes and
helps, we should be able to listen to the voice of the Lord, “Do not be
afraid”. As a church and as a family, we prayerfully and thankfully
observe the nearness of our Lord in a blessed way. May this season give
us the hope of heaven, which we can experience in real. We are
approaching the final moments of an amazing year 2017. When we turn
back, how graciously God had led us in the past days. And, I pray, let the
mighty hands of the Almighty be our strength and refuge in our coming
days. In advance, [ wish all the readers a prosperous and a blessed New
Year 2018.

Christmas is a season not only of rejoicing, but of reflection — Winston Churchill
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Crossed Jordan to be with the Lord
Mr. Selvamony M, Fno.1403 14-11-2017




ISSU COONOOR 1957

Ms. Matty Vilasini White

—

A cheerful person - Ever smiling person left us to eternity,
former Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Samuel Amirtham on 26-9-2017.

My brother Austin Mcdonald White passed away on 22-9-
2017. I called Lilly on 22-9-2017 and informed about my brother’s
demise. She felt very much and told me “Acca, here the condition
is very bad and I can’t move away a minute and I have asked my
children who are abroad, to start immediately. Otherwise I would
have come to see Annan Austin”

My mother’s first cousin Siromoni’s Annan - father of Rev.
D. Sahayadas - Lilly’s father. I was not able to see the body when
brought to M.M.Church, Trivandrum - only 4 days past the demise
of my brother. Lilly also told me that I might not be able to face
the crowd, and so I stayed back.

I wish to say that Mr. Samuel Amritham before ordination,
attended the Sunday School Training at Coonoor for twenty days
in 1957. I being a Sunday School Teacher at the M.M.Church, got
admission at the 1.5.5.U. (Indian Sunday School Union) training
for twenty days.

One day before starting to Coonoor a person came to our
home and enquired about me and said whether I can speak to
Matty. I told that I am Matty. So he told me that he heard that -I
am selected for the training and wanted to ask me when I am
leaving for Coonoor. I told him that one person from Quilon and
another from Kottarakara will join me. He left saying that he will
also join with us. The same day by evening he came and told me
that he will not come with us for the Bishop wanted him here that
day, and that he would reach Coonoor the next day.

We reached Coonoor and the training was lead by Mr. V. M.
Koshy, Miss. Taylor, and 5 others. Every morning, classes were
conducted from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., followed by lunch. By 2.30 p.m.



another session starts, and it ends by 4 p.m. The rest of time will
be utilized for sightseeing; but before 6 p.m. we will return. Twenty
days’ study. By 8 p.m., dinner and then a get-together with the
students.The old and the young will sing and do some action to
enjoy. As he told me, Mr. Samuel Amritham reached the next day.

After training at Coonoor all returned home. One day
Mr.Samuel Amritham came to invite me for his ordination. I
attended the function. Then Rev. Samuel Amritham came to invite
me for his wedding. My mother went because of Lilly’s
relationship. Then Rev. Samuel Amritham became a mighty person
and became ‘Bishop Rt.Rev.Dr.Samuel Amritham’.

God is great and He can see His Children’s future. May his
Soul rest in Peace
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In ever loving memory of

N. Yohannan Chellamma Yohannan
Called to Eternal Rest on
August 5, 2006 December 31, 2002

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
His mercies never come to an end”’ Lamentations 3:22

By Children and Grandchildren
















(21®IQIOE UXOMo

Wlavesnid 3 amIWA - ERWAMAMINGG ANl AMIWA
(_@;‘I(Tﬁ(mowmm‘lacrg @RYMMBaAIONIW (2l ]dH

al9mMlwno ;. Oleo: 33:10-16
L& 13 Mo : 68:11-20
GRInIMo ;10O . 3:6-13
avQilcuonto : eNed®d. 1:39-45

Wlavoenid 10 - ERWAMOMINGG AM=RIo FNIVA
(cuBa) @@ aMIVAE) IIDWDAE (ald0Ud0

alemMIwno : WU, 55:6-13
V&> 1@ Mo : 119:105-112
GRInIMo : en. 1:11-17
av)Qileuoato : BeNOHNI. 1:67-80

Wwlavosni@ 17 - @RYOAMOMIHZ B)aNI0 NIV
ARHUWOS (aIMYIUD

alemMlwno : edLaN. 3:14-20
V& 13O Mo ;43

GRInIMo ;2 ale(®9. 3:8-13
av)Qileudato : 03eHEe0. 1:18-23

Wlavosni@ 24 aMIVAE - GRWOMAGMINAG MILII0 ANIWA
@M®E9) B, BHAOMINT TVATaiTuod

alemlwno : eaLel. 2:6-13
V13 Mo : 50:1-15

GRInIMo ;. 1e0m . 5:12-24
av)Qileuoato : GOQIa0. 16:16-24

awlavosnid 25 @:ud - (Glav@may
aVMIWIM (a1 )0IIMIWV] MSo BHHMEOM@GI

alemMlwno : OWWD. 9:2-7
V& 13 Mo :  85:8-13
GRIfIMo : af)®an. 1:3-14
aVQilGudato : PROGRO. 2:1-14

aWwlavomid 31 aMOVA - (SlAV@AAVIN) CUdaHo BaNI0 ANIWA
@3)S)oN! aMOWA: HHZAUCMINAZ AVANIMAIY Bh)S)o6NIo

alomlwno : GUOWD). 24:14-22
e, 18@™MMo : 128
GelaImo i af)®an. 3:14-21

availeudatio :  03e®Ee0. 3:31-35




Traditional X’ mas Carol
Albert Livingstone

Softly the Night is Sleeping
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TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

D. L. Nesaraj

“ Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall beto all people” (Luke 2:10). ——

The shepherds who heard this strange announcement and
witnessed the awesome sight of the celestial being along with the
heavenly army, were far from being joyous. In fact, they were
frightened and dumbfounded. The angelic army was also not
rejoicing; they were only praising God! When the vision was over,
the shepherds were anxious to make sure that what they heard
was real, and not a dream. So, they hurried to Bethlehem. Not
because of joy, but because of curiosity. Having found for
themselves what has happened, they went back, ‘glorifying and
praising God’; not rejoicing merrily. Then where was the “GREAT
JOY” which the angel announced?

The Christmas experience was one of pain and shame for
Mary, who had to conceive before marriage, and faced difficulty
in explaining to the society. Joseph must have had to face the
cynical looks and sarcastic comments of his friends and
neighbours. He could not even provide a comfortable place for
Mary’s delivery, not to mention the tiresome journey from
Nazareth to Bethlehem. But for the only consolation of having a
healthy baby boy, everything else was sorrowful to them. The
“GREAT JOY” was nowhere near them.

The wise men who had undertaken a wearisome journey
and have strayed into the palace of Herod, must have felt a sense
of accomplishment when at last, they found their destination. They
might even have felt a slight disappointment having to adore a
king in a stable. Finally, they had to escape from Herod through
some other long-winded route. We cannot assume that they
experienced the “GREAT JOY"'.

Herod, the king, far from being happy, was wary, jealous
and suspicious. There is nothing to connect him with the “GREAT
]'OY//



We often mistake the ‘joy” announced by the angel for the
joy in the celebration of the birth of a King. But, what the angel
announced was a “joy, which shall be to all people”. It was not a joy
to be experienced at the time of announcement, but something
coming later. The joy was not for the few people connected with
the birth incident, but a joy for all the people of the world. What
then, was the ‘GREAT JOY” announced at Christmas?

It was the joy of victory over the arch enemy of humanity
and of God. It was the joy of release for the human race from the
cruel bondage of Satan. It was the joy of having created a “New
Way” to everlasting happiness, through which, any willing person
(all people) can travel, irrespective of caste, colour or creed. What
greater joy can we dream of? Amazingly, it was wrought for us
by this very Babe in the Manger. Yes, there was a distance of
thirty-three and a half years between the announcement at
Bethlehem and the event which took place at Calvary. If you have
not yet appropriated for yourself this great joy which is meant for
“all people”, why wait, why hesitate? It is free! No hidden charges!
Accept now, His death on the cross for you. And be a part-taker of
this GREAT JOY.

And, if you have already taken possession of this great joy
for yourself, common, shout with the heavenly army:

“Glory to God in the Highest!”



Gift of Boundless Worth

How is it with us this Christmas?
Daniel Wellington

e ——

At Christmas time we often say, “God’s presence is more
important than presents. But the amount of time and effort we
spend on shopping for gifts may indicate otherwise. In certain
parts of the world, people give gifts on December 6. By doing so,
they have the rest of the month to focus on Jesus and the wonder
of His birth, God’s perfect gift to us.

When we say we want God's presence more than presents from
others, perhaps we’re being truthful; but how many of us can honestly
say that we want God’s presence more than His presents.

This gift can be yours if you will believe. Trust Him as Savior
and new life receive often. We want gifts from God more than we
want God Himself. Presents may make us happy temporarily, but
fullness of joy comes only when we remain in a right relationship
with God. Thus, God’s presence with us is one of His greatest
presents to us.

It seems that in a large part, peace is up to us. Romans 12:18
says, “As much as depends on you, live peacefully with all men.”
This Christmas, let’s make peace our gift to the world in which
we live as we reflect the Prince of Peace.

John tells us “Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ”
(John1:17). But how does that help? Jesus came that first Christmas
to bring God’s grace, something that none of us deserve because
like Adam we have all sinned. He came to be the Truth (John 14:6)
that would bring us back to God. He came to “save His people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).

As we begin the special month of celebration, why not pass
on the gift you've ever received? Share the fact that “the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:23). Remind others
that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life (John 3:16).



The best gift of all is Jesus Christ. “Thanks be to God for
His indescribable gift!” (2 Cor.9:15) Mary had much to ponder in
her heart on that special night. Now, over 2000 Years later, each
of us needs to consider the importance of Jesus” birth and His
subsequent death, resurrection, and promise to return.

Look for Jesus in the Manger, on the Cross, Risen from the
dead, and in our Hearts. The people walking in darkness have
seen a great light (Is. 9:1-2). In fact, God makes it very clear that
the Messiah will be the hope of all nations, for He says through
Isaiah ..... “I will also make you a light for Gentiles, that you may
bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Is. 49:6)

Today, God is searching for people who will stand by Him.
For if we do our part and work for God, He will do His part and
provide our needs. With the promise of God’s presence and help
in mind, you can move ahead into 2018 with utmost confidence.

Before we move into next year, we may joyfully realize that
God meant it when He said, “I will never leave you nor forsake
you.” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; - I will not
fear!” (Heb.13:6).
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We hope that all of you are carefully reading the Bible to
find answers to the questions, which is the motive behind
this Bible Quiz. This month’s questions are from the Book
of Ezra (NIV), chapters 1 to 10. Kindly, read these
chapters before attempting the quiz. These nine chapters
gives details about kings who were righteous before God
and some who were unrighteous and how they were
rewarded according to their deeds.
Please substantiate your answers by stating references (verse) from the Bible.

The questions are prepared from the New International Version (NIV) of the English Bible,
kindly use that version to find the correct answers. For clarifications, refer the Malayalam
translation of the questions. Submit your answers written in English or Malayalam before
14" of the month at the CSI MM Church Office or email us at churchvoicequiz@gmail.com

Ajith Sen

1. Who was the son of Seraiah? 6. Who wept aloud when they saw the

2. “He has appointed me to build a temple foundation of the new temple being
for Him at Jerusalem in Judah.” Who laid?
said this? 7. To whom did Tattenai write a letter?

3. When was the temple completed? 8. Which commanding officer wrote a

4. Who pulled hair from his head and letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes
beard? the king?

5. How many descendants of Asaph were 9. At which place did Ezra declare a fast?
among the singers? 10. Who was the father of Jahzeiah?

The correct answers to the quiz from Il Chronicles 28 to 36

1. King Hezekiah 31:4 6. 14 days 30:21-23

2. Eight 34:1 7. Ahaz 28:7

3. The army commanders of the king of 8. An angel sent by the LORD 32:21
Assyria 33:11 9. Eliakim 36:4

4. Manasseh 33:6 10. King Hezekiah 29:3

5. King Josiah 35:18
List of people who had submitted the right answers (along with the reference)

1. E. H. Helen Saramma 7. Nirmala Lal Jayakumar

2. Vathsala Lal 8. Premila Janelet Sylam

3. Shireen Evangeline Ross 9. Nesakumari Davidson

4. Jolly Irene G. 10. Sujana Satish

5. LiloraP R. 11. Latha Job

6. Meehal Godwin 12. Mahil Ajith

List of people with all right answers except one (Kindly read and re-read the questions
and portion) 1, Grace Ammal V. 3 SobenS. L.

2. Lily Prasad 4. ReubenS. L.
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From 27-11-2017 To 21-12-2017

AsoN 2017,

Carol Singing

03-12-2017, Sunday

Malayalam Service

Tamil Service

Combined Service - Church Day
Baptism Confirmation
Dedication Felicitation
Communion Love Feast

09-12-2017, Saturday

9:00 am

Noel Fiesta (Harvest Festival)

10-12-2017, Sunday

6:00 am
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
4:15 pm
6:00 pm

Malayalam Service

Tamil Service

Malayalam Service

Harvest Festival Continues
English Service

Malayalam Service

CEYF - Christmas Song Service

16-12-2017, Saturday

3:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Aid to Poor & Needy

17-12-2017, Sunday

6:00 am
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
4:15 pm

Malayalam Service
Tamil Service
Malayalam Service
English Service
Malayalam Service

23-12-2017, Saturday

7:30 am
4:00 pm — 6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Gnanabharanam Memorial Sports Competition
Manger & Christmas Tree Compefition
Combined Christmas Celebrations

24-12-2017, Sunday

6:00 am
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
4:15 pm
6:00 pm

Malayalam Service

Tamil Service

Malayalam Service

English Service

Malayalam Service

Christmas Eve Service

Christmas Carol Singing: Church Choir

25-12-2017, Monday

8:30 am
3:00 pm

Christmas Service (Combined)
Christmas Tree Celebration (BCL & JCF Anniversary)

From 27-12-2017 To 30-12-2017

Year End House Visit & Prayer

31-12-2017, Sunday

6:00 am
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
4:15 pm
10:30 pm

Malayalam Service
Tamil Service
Malayalam Service
English Service
Malayalam Service
Year End Service

01-01-2018, Monday

7:00 am

New Year Service

All Church Members are requested to participate in these programmes

-“Rev. D. Jacob
Presbyter-in-charge

Rev. Y. Vijayadas | Rev. N L. Praveen Raj | Rev. Rohan P

Presbyters

Er.CL. Lal

Prof. Oliver A. Maison
Church Accountant

Church Secretary
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