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'My Presence shdll go with Hee'
(Exo. 33; 14)
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CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH
C H URC H Regular Weekly Programme

Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 07.00a.m
Devotion Prayer (Monday to Saturday) 07.30 a.mto 01.00 p.m

VO I C E Sunday  Malayalam Service 06.00a.m

Tamil Service 07.00a.m
Malayalam Service 08.00a.m
c . English Service 10.00a.m
th
12 year of pubhcatlon Malayalam Service 04.15p.m
Sunday School 09.30 a.m & 03.00 p.m
Women's Fellowship 10.00a.m
JANUARY 2014 CEYF 11.00am
BCL Union 11.00a.m
JCF 11.00a.m
CHIEF EDITOR Choir Practice 11.00a.m
. Young Family Fellowship 05.30 p.m
Rev. C.R. Vincen
ev.C cent Contemporary Worship (First Sunday) 06.15p.m
EpiTor Monday  Bible Class 05.30 p.m
) Vestry Prayer 06.30 p.m
R. Sajan Samson Tuesday  Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Vestry Prayer 07.00 p.m
(SIoTh (oL IV-NWH - ToYN:Uo M \\ccinesday Gospel Band House Visit 03.30 p.m
Women's Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam | Thursday Senior Citizens' Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer . Wprghlp & Witnessing SerV{ce 06.15p.m
) Friday Missionary Prayer Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Adv. Sarjine Thomas Saturday  Choir Prfictice . . 05.00 p.m
Preparation Service (First Saturday) 07.00 p.m
ADDRESS!: Members of the Church Committee
The Editor Name Phone No.  Mobile
Church Voice Rev. C. R. Vincent (President) 2316544 9446850066
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Presbyter) 2724658 9400370085
M.M. Church Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer (Presbyter) 2316644 8547811284
L.M.S. Compound Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam (Secretary) 2327722 9995100420
. _ Adv. Sarjine Thomas (Accountant) 2435142 9847104775
Trivandrum - 695 033 Mr. Y. Christudas 2318213 9895114633
Ph: 2311347 Dr. S. G. Churchin Ben 2315655 9447177666
. Dr. Arthur Jacob J. 9447965063
Articles / Feedback | pr s. satheesh 2315232 9447104460
may be sent to : Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred 2534781 9895110652
) Mr. R. Sajan Samson 2555013 9447153170
Churchvoice@gmail_com Er. Joshi Das Y.S. 2315106 9446052121
bef 15t of th Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh 2436338 9495551064
erore 1070t every montnl ;s pyshpa Madan 9847215215
. Dr. John Sajit Edwin 2326839 9847040490
Church Voice can be
e e Al Church Office 2311347
bsit Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton) 9446616080
Website Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.) 9447525339
www.mateermemorialchurch.com | e 1 Rajeev (Peon Cum Gardener) 9895801012
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From the Presbyter’s desk

Theme of the year

‘Pastoral Ministry in the urban context’

Sub Theme- Enabling the congregation to bear witness.

Dearly beloved one in Christ,

At the very outset of the year, | would like to greet you in the mighty and
wonderful name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We have celebrated
Christmas with joy and in its reverance. Let us all be greatful to Him for
sustaining as althrough 2013. Let us also pray for another wonderful and
promising New Year 2014. May God bless and keep us as a faithful community
of believers.

Golden verse of the month:

'Now faith is the substance (assurance) of things hoped for, the evidence
(a conviction) of things not seen.' (Heb. 11:1)

‘alw1oavo a)ME®O BRUIHM®IOA D0alljo &HIMOC
B00)68B38)0S MURIWAN0 @RYE)N)." (ag)6nIo. 11:1)

Faith is the essence of Christian life. We usually affirm our faith in our
worship services. The eternal father has given Himself to 'redeem'’ the universe
from sin and to have eternal life. St.John says, 'for God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten son that whoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life' (John. 3:16).

Faith and belief are co-related words. We, His disciples could believe in
Him and have faith. Jesus responds must have surprised the faith community,
for he emphatically affirmed the faith of women who had great faith - 'O
women, great is thy faith' (Matthew. 15:28). Faith is internal while belief is
external expression of faith. In other words, belief is the outcome of faith.
St. Paul says that, faith is the substance which gives hope to the unseen things
(Heb. I'I:1). The nature of the kingdom is such that even an ordinary woman
or a man find his/her place in it by the power of healing.

Humans have an attraction for the blessings from the Almighty. The creator
has created each and everybody in the community, to receive eternal life as
well as the blessings of the life in this world. The believers are called to serve
as a paradigm for the conduct of others in this community. All humans are
equally precious to Jesus and this picture of tender touch on the persons who
are experiencing the love of God in their life has become an emblem of sharing
the gospel and humanitarian efforts of the Church through the demonstration
of faith in life.
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God gives encouragement to the people by giving rewards to faithful one.
For to everyone who has will to work by faith, will be given more by the
faithfulness of our Holy and loving God. Such is the wonder of this kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Hence we are called out of darkness
into His marvellous light to reconcile the perishing world with the faith in
Christ. Moreover, the Church is called and equipped to proclaim our faith in
Christ all through our journey towards eternal goal.

Epistle to the Hebrews is an anonymous letter, traditionally believed to
have written by Paul and infact is rejected by Luther and other Protestants.
Some modern theologians say - it is written by Luke, nothing the style of the
letter. Eventhough the authorship of this letter is unknown, this is written to
the Hebrew Christians in Italy. The high priesthood of Christ, is much higher
than that of Moses, prophets and angels. The epistle deals with five important
instructions.

I. Christ is superior to prophets and angels (1-2)

Christ is greater than Moses (3-4)

The high priesthood of Christ (5-10:18)

Faith - exemplified in Old Testament (10:19-12)

Admonitions (ch. 13)

The concluding verse is a benediction to your faith journey 'May God's
grace be with you all' (13:25). With such a hope and guidance let us enter into
this New Year 2014. God will enable and equip you to work for God through
our Church activities, through its various organizations and fellowships.

vk wn

Epiphany and week of prayer

January 6th is the day of ephiphany. This helps us to remember the
revelation of Christ to everybody in this world. From 5th to | Ith of January,
we observe the prayer week for the blessings of new year. St.Paul, the
Apostle's conversion happened on January 25th, who then laboured for Christ
with a definite vision he had received from the God. Let us also commit our
lives too. On 26th January, our nation celebrates its 64th anniversary as a
republic. Let us thank God for our constitution and work for the building of
our nation as a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic which can
uphold and safeguard the needs of everyone in our country.

On behalf of the ministerial team of our Church along with the families of
the presbyters, | am happy to wish you a blessed and happy new year. Let us
recount the blessings that our Lord has graciously bestowed upon us all
throughout last year and praise him. Prepare to receive the choicest blessings
in this new year.

With regards and prayerful wishes,

Yours in Christ,
VincentAchen
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SECRETARY'’S REPORT ﬁ
Dear friends, \ ¥

"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you" P ?/
(James 4:8). What a comfort to know that God is always { ‘\\J‘\\

with us - Why do we sometimes try to tread alone in life
when at every moment, we have access to our Saviour?
God said: "l am with you and will help you wherever you go" (Gen. 28:15),
for He has assured: "l will never leave you nor forsake you" (Heb. I3:5).
Wherever we are in the New Year 2014, He tends, watches and cares for us.

"As | travel down life's pathway,
Jesus keeps me day by day

And although the road is winding,
Yet, with Him, | need not stray"

The bygone year was indeed rich and rewarding. For some of us, God
placed us in the home, brought many people and circumstance in our lives,
permitted difficulties and pain, but enabled us to overcome, took us to different
places, put us in various jobs and careers, amidst all - the pervading promise
was "l'll never leave you nor forsake you". Surely, God's guidance in the present,
gives us courage for the future. Observance of the Thanksgiving Day on 01/
12/2013 was indeed a blessing where all our family members gathered together
to praise and thank the Lord for all love, care and comfort received from
God. Mr. Yesudas (son of former Tamil Pastor Japamoni) is appointed as
worker among migrant labourers with charge of the Prasanth Nagar mission
field, experimentally for a period of 3 months. Our involvement with the
Salem Mission field will be reviewed as we have completed 7 years of
continuous sponsorship of this centre.

Harvest Festival 2013 was well arranged with Mr. D.P. Justus as the
General Convener, M/s Binu Johnson & Jaichand Johnson as Jt. Conveners
and Adv. Sarjine Thomas as Ex-officio convener. Rev. D.P Godwin, Sr. Chaplain
of Dr.SM CSI Medical College & Hospital inaugurated the sale. Through this
annual fete intended for the Kothalam Project, we could raise an amount of
Rs.11.5lakh. The land price is fixed at Rs.65 lakhs (excluding documentation
charges). Though the participation level has increased, all those who could
not contribute are requested to rush in with your donations to fulfill our task
at Kothalam. A collection drive is scheduled from the month of January,
2014. All church members are earnestly requested to contribute liberally
towards the realisation of this project.

The Calendar 2014 brought out by the Church has highlighted the
legacy of our missionary tradition. Women's Fellowship and Senior Citizen's
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Fellowship held their anniversary functions. The Carol services of both CEYF
and Church Choir were well conducted. The Combined Christmas
Celebration attracted a good crowd to our campus. Sunday School Secretary
Mr. Rajeshkumar Praseedam and team took a lot of pains to enrich the
programme. Mr. Jothi Sathianess co-ordinated the Manger & Christmas Tree
competitions. Er. Sam Moses took lead in the exterior decoration and CEYF
members organised the interior decoration of our Church. Both Prof. Mrs.
Charlet Bai Robert Singh and Mrs. Pushpa Madan took care of Christmas Kit
and Clothing, which was carried out very systematically.

The Christmas Carol singing which was spread for almost a month
and carried out by five groups under the leadership of M/s T. Jayakumar
Alfred, Er. Joshi Das YS and Adv. Sarjine Thomas and our revered Pastors
covering all our houses has indeed helped to stir up our ministry and house
visit. Through the Christmas worship and year end services, we are all
enriched and recharged to cheerfully welcome the New Year.

Our church member, Mr. Sukridan K Das (Bangalore) was called to
eternal reston 21/12/2013. Letus uphold his family members in our prayers.

Wish you all a Christ-centered and Blessed New Year 2014.
Yours in His Ministry,

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam
Church Secretary
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Life is full of beginnings. am)auy&Tailmo @REME:0 MSHEHEBRB)OS
@O EOM) B DIEM. o)DM B:IEN0 @)SEABOM VNS GRMJOQIUD B0
gBg)ns - allnavage @loy@omaloe.  GWd. quIgeil cRoTMIMIEMos
&)GO MA@ HLI0000e10 Qi3 03158 GaloBla)). QNRWIEHOM, BldH)y
OO LIOM1G|0008 MBS af)aM) §21QEMo? VoUW GERIUD §HAGIM
quoad eil ¢y a0)als] alosom): “Trust in the Lord and do the right
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M.M.Church Cemetery Rules
(Ref. Churchvoice October 2013 Issue)

Referring to the M.M. Church cemetery rules published in September

2013 issue of Church Voice, it was resolved to clarify and amend the rules

with an additional clause as follows: (1) Burial of associate members in our

cemetery and (2) burial of grand children in the existing tomb cannot be done

as a matter of right. The Church committee reserves the discretion to consider
such requests and to decide as per merit of each case.

Church Committee
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The Harvest Festival - 2013

By the grace of Lord Almighty, we were able to conduct this year's
Harvest Festival - Noel Fiesta - one of the main events of our Church during
I4th and | 5th of this month. The festival got inaugurated by Rev. D.PGodwin
(Hon. Chaplain, Dr. SM CSI Medical College, Karakonam) by ceremoniously
making the first bid.

On 14th Saturday, the auction went on upto 5 PM and continued
on |5th Sunday on 10 AM onwards. The suborganizations of our Church
played a vital role in their food stalls in attracting the crowd and to inspire
them to stay on till the close of the sale in both days. The total contribution
by the suborganizations is more than the income from auction. This was
made possible by the Church choir who stands first with an amount of
Rs.1,81,000 and Young Family Fellowship stand second with Rs.1,11,111
and other organizations too doing their might.

There is an increase in participation on Sunday, but the participation
in total is left to the self assessment of members of the Congregation. The
total income stands at Rs.| 1.5 lakh. A word of appreciation and gratitude
to all organizations and individuals who put their effort for the successful
conduct of the event.

D. Prem Das Justus
(Convenor, Harvest Festival - 201 3)
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New Year Thoughts

Prof. J. Ross Chandran

Every year begins with the month of January.
This month is named after the ancient Roman god
Janus, the god of the Four Seasons and of gates, represented
with two faces looking different ways, mainly forwards and backwards.
This is only symbolic. Standing at the threshold of a new year, we leave
the past behind and look into the future. In between is the short present
in which we take stock of the past and equip ourselves to venture into
the unchartered future.

Standing in the present, we have to answer honestly several relevant
questions. Are we satisfied with what we have done? Did we seek God’s
guidance in each and every step we took? Are we proud of whatever we
did? Is there anything of which we secretly should feel ashamed? We can
raise numerous questions like these about the past. Finally, we have to
think of our gameplan for the future. Where does god come in all that
we feel, think, seek and act?

A teenager has exercised his imaginative mind on the number 2014.
He has counted the numbers making up the new year. The total is seven.
The colours in the rainbow are seven. So he greets the new year by
calling it the rainbow year. There may be or may not be some sense in it.

In the Biblical story of Noah and the floods we read that God placed
the rainbow in the sky to signify that the worst was over. Natural
calamities, man made calamities, disastors, carnages etc. etc. were a plenty
in 2013. Shall we hope and pray that the worst is over as far as 2014 is
concerned? It was Cromwell who advised his followers to trust in God
but be prepared for the worst. What do
we make of it? The only way out is to put
our absolute trust in God.

No New Year Thoughts will be
complete without recalling the unique
message contained in the immortal prose
poem “Foot Prints” which | reproduce here in
full.
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Foot Prints

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed )
He was walking along the beach with the Lord. B

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life.
For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand;
one belonged to him, and the other to the Lord.

When the last scene of his life flashed before him,
he looked back at the footprints in the sand.

He noticed that many times along the path of his life
There was only one set of foot - prints.

He also noticed that it happened at

The very lowest and saddest times in his life.

This really bothered him and he questioned
The Lord about it. "Lord, you said that

Once | decided to follow you, you'd walk with
me all the way. But | have noticed that during
The most troublesome times in my life,

There is only one set of footprints. :
| don't understand why when | needed you most
You would leave me."
The Lord replied, "My precious, precious child,
| love you and would never leave you.

During your times of trial and suffering,

when you see only one set of footprints,

it was then that | carried you."

It was Tennyson who sang “Ring out the old and ing in the new”.
What he meant was to ring out the sad memories associated with the
death of his friend and would have been brother-in-law Arthur Hallam.
What he wanted to ring in was freedom from grief and God inspired
solace.

Let us ring out all that is burdensome and let us ring in peace and
harmony in our lives with God at the centre.




What The New Year Should Hold

Juliet Josephus

As new year dawns, new thoughts arise ,
Some make new year resolutions

To leave behind the old,the past,

To start lives anew ,new beginnings.

The year slips by,the circle turns ,

We come back to where we have started,
The three sixtyfive days we lived

With nothing worthwhile being achieved.

A string of verbal promises
Unfulfilled at the end of the year,
The fruitless story of Mankind
Is the story of many a life.

Let the story of each Christian

Be one of vict'ry in God’s sight,
Let all resolutions concur

With the will of God in Christian life.

The dawn of day see all knees bend,
In joyful praise of Holy God,

Be thankful His goodness provides
Another day of life —live for Him.

‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God,’
So the Holy Bible tells us,

Other things we strive for in life
Will surely add richness to our life.

God has promised untold blessings
To whosover seeks His Face,

Seek Him in the morning to praise ,
Seek Him end of day in thankfulness.

Let every step we take in life,

Each breath, whisper His Holy Name,
His grace an umbrella shall be
Protecting us from lurking dangers.

We are the new generation

Of Spirit- filled people of God,
Then let the world see us as such :
A generation for God and Truth.

Then no problem we face in life

Shall stay unsolved ,undeciphered,
Just seek His help , it’s there for you,
God’s mighty Hand will solve it for us.

Have you ev’r thought what we attain
Ends entombed in six-feet of land ?
All we gain, our degrees, our wealth,
Negated for ev'r at the close of life.

So seek to do great things for God ,

As life’s journey we race along,

Win in life that will make Him say ,

‘Well done, my child, here is your reward’.
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(Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee)

Words: Henry Van Dyke
Music: Ode to Joy (Beethoven)
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Blbl i The aim of this Bible Quiz is to promote reading

Q“ z of the Bible. The Gospel according to Matthew

(NIV) from which this month’s questions are

selected gives a detailed account of the teaching of Jesus. Matthew whose

name was Levi was a tax collector before Jesus called him to become one of

the twelve disciples, this enables Matthew to give a first-hand account of

Jesus’s teaching. So kindly read through the 28 chapters before attempting
this quiz.

Each answer has to be accompanied with the relevant verse (reference).
The answers can be written either in English or Malayalam and have to be
submitted before 14th of every month either at the MM Church Office or
can be emailed to churchvoice@gmail.com
I. How much was paid for the workers who were hired at the eleventh

hour?

2. Who is Lord of the Sabbath?

3. Who said “I did not come to bring peace, but a sword”?

4. How many talents did the servant with the two talents gain?

5. Who was the son of Barakiah?

6. Where does the gate that is wide and the road that is broad lead?
7. Who was the son of Alphaeus?

8. Where will the vultures gather?

9. Who pleased Herod on his birthday?

10.Who was the great-grandmother of King David?

List of people who had submitted the right answers along with the reference

|I. P R. Premakumar 2. Annie Liz Manuel

Correct answers to the quiz on John

|. 46 years 2:20
2. Bethany I 1:1 6. About 75 pounds 19:39
3. Simon Peter 6:68 7. Moses |:17 & 7:19
4. Sent 9:7 8. Nicodemus 3:2
5. Bethany 1:28 & 9. Capernaum 6:17
[

0.Jesus I5:1

ED)

Aenon near Salim 3:23
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906NNl HO  )BHUB af)MIQ! (HAR0WV] MSOMAMD HHBAl0 MVa0IWa).

210 HAVAFOIW H0)AM®OVIE3 Mlan)o 41 &leeln1gd @Rl
)88 2eilda]os] af)I (OROBIaNo, 16 &1Eea’1gd @RM:ERIMBS 2)Llaos]
af)aM (NODEBIEN0 )@@V @RYOOWM @RYOoEla)). HOVINMB®)0, MS)ea|S],
SHeMOA@ )M (1Vo26EBSG3 HOHENINIWD O 150 BRYOoEl)). 2)aMlseaBg]
21200 93 )5ldud D@ITI alOB:S)HN)AN). MA@ 17-00 ®1VG] MW
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oal. MR MeaIBaLd cM@y®Io MElS]. MalomId 22, 23, 24 IV BSIG
AWBO@ &L0MI MSOMOa|S). GWI. qYlanad, cwd. HRWIM, (0. (aIMVOE,
(00.0.00MVEM af)IMIAIB@ BM@I@Io MEids].

S0)2M®O0 GRLIYONIM 80) al)®I® 2182] eniladaslon)o, &)
POENISN)0, B0} GNIOAOAILN0 BRAINIAIEM. MS)ealS] ERHRIVAMIN alauema]
B108658M0Y0, HOAUBLG] HEMESHUM)o @YAUWIR06M. HAUSSINLI @RYLIVCHISE
GOM@E6)0 @SV al)®)&6lajemIcMBM)ME. Dallos 30y alaemal
B10865$M)0, AI0SAB SOBL)0 @RYAIUDIR0EM. D QllaHVEBOS BOBMD) (AlCM 0
(alodmrlesemo. gAailos MSMAUOYMM (aIAIBAMMEBBUEES @SBM)o (aldd®D
Mo TVaNIWAl)o @REYAMANHN)aN).

oal a1 ag)ad.ag)a
N3l end-alodeel

EVENTS from 17-11-2013 to 25-12-2013
Crossed Jordan to be with the Lord

SI.No Family No Members
1 262 Mrs.Agnes John
Panayil Veedu,TC 2/1705-1,GRA 651,
Goureshapattom, TVM 4

Died on 02-12-2013

2 366 Mr.Sukirthan K. Das
No.1, Budha Vihar Road, Cox Town,
Banglore 560005 Died on 21-12-2013

3 1853 Dr.Vijaya Kumari E.
Alwin Villa,
BNRA 164A, Bhagavathy Nagar,
Kowdiar, TVM 3
Died on 25-12-2013
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Circle Prayers in January 2014

3/1/2013  Ulloor Circle 1871 Mr. Herlin Boaz Venjavode, Sreekaryam
Friday
6/1/2014t Week of Prayar
11/1/2014
14/1/14  Ambalamukku Circle 1127 Mr. Austin Mcdonald White  Kowdiar
Tuesday  Charachira circle 157 Mr. Christopher Ross YMR
Edapazhanii Circle 1146 Mr. Abel Dilpkumar Vattiyoorkavu
177114 Kowdiar Circle 1816 Er. Anil David Christ Nagar
Friday LMS-Palayam Circle 1201~ Mr. Chandrakumar Adriel Lenin Nagar
Muttada circle 1723~ Mr. EH Jones Jothy Nagar, K' dasapuram
19/1/14to  Diocesan Convention, LMS Compound
25/1/14
28/1/14 Nanthancode circle 1137 Mr. VK Albert Gnanabharanam Lane
Tuesday ~ Pattom Circle 1462  Er. Paul Dainold Pattom
Statue Circle 1128 Er. Winston Russel Kaithamukku
31/1/14 Thycaud Circle 1452 Mr. Rajendradas Kannettumukku
Friday Ulloor Gircle 959 Prof. Oliver Maison Chalakkuzhi Lane
Vazhuthacaud Circle 1380  Mr. Nirmal Roy Jagathy
4/2/2014  Charachira circle 1269  Mr. Bose Chandraraj Josept Charachira
Tuesday =~ LMS-Palayam Circle 1607 Mr. Sajikumar J. Van rose Jn. Palayam
Kowdiar Circle 837 Mr. H. Gladstone Golf Links
7/2/2014  Nanthancode circle 1124 Mr. Das Bennet Sylum Museum West Lane
Friday Ambalamukku Circle 631 Mr. Martin Pakya Raj Vattiyoorkav
Charachira circle 875  Er. L Nesayyan Nanthancode
Baptism
SI.No Family No Name Date of Baptism
1 1855 Mr. Peter Jacob 22-12-2013
2 1785 Mr. Joel Harris Arun 25-12-2013
3 1912 Ms. Ashika Niya Sarjine 25-12-2013
4 1989 Mr. Ryan Daniel 25-12-2013
5 2014 Ms. Riya Asish 25-12-2013
We welcome these new families joined by TC
SI.No Family No Members Date of Join
1 2067 Dr. Shiju Stanly ,Dr. Jiji,

Ms. Saja S.J. & Mr. Sajosh S.J. 27-12-2013
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oleaoweilod) @ralvoylcel? aIwIRem R1l@MIVV 0368308 HMa|
9a]S)OMAI3 MIHALINIRJ CAUNE(® (MEL1ANI0YME.  ag)aANIGD
@R@IDMBNIUT ERGI(AIWIMAIW HI0YANIN MHIACHHIAN HDaa]
S) M@ af)AND. GREBBOHMOHWESIT3 MIMES AGMIBIAI0 MI0)o. &Klail
Qo NITWEBBSB)0 &H)S)OT AYB)AN0 BRARLAIYVAIMIW)MBS IV
omlo)o. ‘You cannot change your future, but you can change your habits,
and surely your habits will change your future’ - Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.
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