





CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH
Regular Weekly Programme

th Rt @ Morning Worship (Monday to Saturda: 07.00 a.m
14 year Of publlcatlon Devotio?l Prayer (lr\)llénday toySaturday) 03;).30 a.mto 01.00 p.m
Sunday  Malayalam Service 06.00 a.m
J U LY 2016 Tamil Service 07.00 a.m
Malayalam Service 08.30 a.m
English Service 10.30 am
Malayalam Service 04.15 p.m
CHier EDITOR Sunday School 10.00 a.m & 03.00 p.m
. Women's Fellowshi 10.00 a.m
Rev. T. Selvarajan Men's Fellowship P 10.00 a.m
CEYF 11.00 a.m
JCF 11.00 a.m
; Choir Practice 11.00 a.m
Rev. Dr. ‘]y0th| Issac Young Family Fellowship 05.30 p.m
Rev. T. Velvet John Praise and Worship (First Sunday) 06.15 p.m
. Monda Bible Class 05.30 p.m
Rev. N.R. Sanil Kumar y Vesty Prager 0030 S.m
Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam| Tuesday  Circle Prayer (4 houses) 06.30 p.m
. Vestry Prayer 07.00 p.m
Adv. Sa”me Thomas Wednesday Gos;?él Ba);ld House Visit 03.30 g.m
Women's Fellowship 04.30 p.m
CIRCULATION MANAGER Thursday  Senior Citizens' Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Worship & Witnessing Service 06.15 p.m
Zaem Enock Friday Missionary Prayer Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Circle Prayer (4 houses) 06.30 p.m
Saturday  Choir Practice 05.00 p.m
. . Preparation Service (First Saturda 07.00 p.m
The Chief Editor Fasfing Prayer(Secénd Saturday)y) 10.00 2.m
Church Voice -
M.M. Church Members of the Church Committee A
Name Phone No. Mobile
L.M.S. Compound Rev. T. Selvarajan(President) 2724658 9497017194
Trivandrum - 695 033 | Rev. Dr. Jyothi Issac (Presbyter) 9446849592
Ph: 2311347 Rev. T. Velvet John (Presbyter) 2316544 9746670362
Rev. N.R. Sanil Kumar (Presbyter) 2316644 9446091420
. Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam (Secretary) 2327722 9995100420
Articles / Feedback Adv. Sarjine Thomas (Accountant) 2435142 9847104775
may be sent to Mr. Y, Christudas 2318213 9895114633
Dr. S. G. Churchin Ben 2315655 9447177666
churchvoice@gmail.com | br. Arthur Jacob J. 2115678 9447965063
before 15% of every month| Dr.S. Satheesh 2315232 9447104460
Mr. R. Sajan Samson 2555013 9447153170
Er. M. Sam Moses 2311754 9447011754
read online at our website Er. Joshi Das Y.S. 2315106 9446052121
Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh 2436338 9495551064
www.mateermemorialchurch.com| Mrs. Pushpa Madan 2553247 9847215215
Dr. John Sajit Edwin 2326839 9847040490
Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred 2534781 9895110652
GRACE PRINTERs | Church Off(ige ) 2311341 089580101
i Mr. T. Rajeev (Sexton 580101

Muttada Ph: 2540523 |\ & Wilson (Parish Asst) 9447525339
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From the Presbyter’s desk

MAN THE STEWARD OF GOD

Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Today, let us think about ourselves, who are we
before the Almighty?

Genesis 1:28 says

“God blessed them and said to them. “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the
fish of the sea and birds of the air and over every living overdue
that moves on the ground”.

God made man to rule over his creations. That is why
man is described as the crown of all his creations. But the power
to rule over is not the permission to do as he please. A good ruler
or king is a man of consideration and generosity.

Therefore man ought to be generous and considerate
towards the creations of God. Also the man is entrusted by God
with various duties and responsibilities.

As we read Genesis 13:8-18, we can see that Abraham
was an ideal man who can be aptly called a good steward to God.
He is respectfully called the father of the believers. The basic
character he possessed is the willingness to obey God at any time
and in any deed.

Again in Il Corinthians 8:11& 12 we read like this

“Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do
it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your
means. For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable to
what one has, not according to what he does not have”.

St. Paul advises the Corinthians that willingness to do the
work of God may be matched by its completion through deeds.
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That means one has to strive with all his abilities to fulfill the
work of God.

Apart from the qualities mentioned above a man who wish
to be a sincere steward to God should possess certain qualities as
mentioned in Psalm 15.

He should have a blameless walk, deeds full of
righteousness words filled with truth from heart, has no slander
or tongue, does no wrong to neighbour, caste no slur on his
fellowwmen, keeps his oath inspite of hunts, despires avile man,
honour those who fear the Lord, lands his money without
universal and does not accept bribe against the innocent.

So a good steward to God should possess all these qualities
and above all remain sincere to his God and his fellow beings.

Jesus has advised us to follow Him, denying ourselves and
taking our Cross. What is our Cross.

As we know the Cross has two constituents a vertical bar
and a horizontal one. When Jesus was crucified, He was nailed
at the portion in which there two constituents intersect. That
means, He restored the healthy and balanced relationship between
the God and man and between the human beings and all other
creations of God.

The maintenance of equilibrium in the relation with God
and fellow beings, with a Christ centred like is the ‘Cross’ mentioned
by Jesus.

Let us become His Stewards by obeying him. Let us follow
him by taking our Cross. Amen.

May God Bless you all. /«JN i

Rev. T. Selvarajan
Presbyer-in-Charge
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Dear Friends in Christ,

The extremly hot summer months have given way
to good showers and our environment has become
indeed cool (Psalms 96:11, 147:8). While the
rains have helped the agricultural sector, many a
coastal areas had been wiped off by the beastly tides causing un-
told misery to the inhabitants. May the Lord of the Universe con-
trol nature for the benefit of all. In the Harvest Psalm 65 verses
6 to 13, David glorifies God the creator who “takes care of the
earth and waters it, making it rich and fertile... provides bountiful
harvest... sets overflow of abundance, wilderness become lush
pastures, hillsides blossom, meadows clothed with sheep, valleys
carpeted with green”, They all shout and sing for joy.

The themes prescribed for the month are: Stewardship -
Christian giving, Theological education, Pastoral minis-
try and Development of Human resources. God expects from
us both stewardship of personal resources of time, talents, treasure
and stewardship of the resources of Church and Society. Since
we are accountable to Him in all respects, stewardship en-
tails the responsibility of investing whatever time, talent and
treasure God has given us to yield the best returns to Him.
“Freely ye have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).

Bible very clearly states that God spoke to men and the
message was delivered to the people (Numbers 1:1, 2:1). God
continues to speak to the theologians through the Word
of God which is the prime source in ministerial formation. The
message is not only for the poeple, but also for the messenger.

Pastoral: is an adjective rooted in the Palestinian con-
cepts of sheep, shepherd, pastures and so on (John 10:2,3).
Pastoral ministry pertains to the nurture of the people for their
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well - being (Shalom) and towards the right relationship with
God and their neighbours. It deals not only with the spiritual
growth of the people, but also envelopes the socio-cultural con-
cerns of the holistic life (John 10:9).

We are the body of Christ and are invested with potenti-
alities and possibilities. The Lord wants us to activate and
develop our human resources and channelize them for the
benefit of the community at large. This calls for abiding in Christ,
for without Him we can do nothing (John 15:4,5).

From the month of June, Circle prayers are arranged at
four houses each on Tuesday and Fridays under the leadership
of our four Presbyters. The corporate worship and fellowship in
the Church can be strengthened only by accelerating and
activiating participation in the weekly cottage prayer meet-
ings in our circles. Let us make this an opportunity for the re-
newal and revival of our members in each locality.

Pastoral House visitation is one of the key factors for
the members to upkeep loyalty to Christ and the Church. Birth
Day Visits are highly cherished by our members. All the Presby-
ters including those who have joined us in the new triennium are
intensively visiting the families in their allotted wards. Church
members may extend warm welcome to the
Presbyters and make the best use of their services when
they visit your house.

Tamil and English Services are assigned to Rev.Dr.
Jyothi Isaac and Rev.T. Velvet John respectively. Youth and
Sunday School are under the charge of Rev. N. R. Sanil Kumar
and leadership of all other sub-organisations are shared among
the Presbyters with the adequate co-ordination and supervi-
sion of the Presbyter-in-Charge, Rev.T. Selvarajan. Our
City mission centre congregations crave for regular monthly
Eucharist in their worship services, which can be fully tackled
with the current additional strength in our Pastoral team.
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A relook and revamp of the Mission and Ministry
of the Church is a challenge before us. We follow the same
pattern of the past several decades and almost all sub-
organisations duplicate more or less the same content in their
programmes - the only major difference is that each sub-
organisation falls under certain age stipulation or is categorised
for men or women. A change is mandatory.

May the Lord open our spiritual eyes to grapple with these
realities and help us to unlearn and undo the present rou-
tine practices and be motivated to be more innovative to be
anchored to the Rock Christ and geared to the times
towards leading all our members to a fruitful Christian life in ful-
filling the purpose of God in our individual lives.

Enviornment Sunday was observed by the CEYF of our
Church celebrantly and colourfully on Sunday 12" June, 2016
by distributing saplings of trees collected from the Kerala State
Forest Department. Saplings of Neem trees were planted in our
Church premises by Rev. T. Selvarajan and Rev. T. Velvet John.

Obituary:

1. Mrs. Jaya K. (58 years) - Family No.915 expired on 02-06-
2016 and was buried in our cemetery on 03-06-2016. Church
members are encouraged to visit the bereaved family
members.

2. Mrs. Saraha Bai Harris (83 years) - Family No.135 was called
to eternal rest on 04-06-2016 and was buried in our cemetery
on 06-06-2016. Do continue to pray for peace and
consolation of the bereaved family members.

3. Mrs. Lilly Elisamma Ebenezer - Family No. 1078 expired on
25-05-2016 and was buried in our cemetery. Pray for peace
and consolation of the bereaved family members.

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam
Church Secretary.
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RELEVANCE OF PASTORAL
MINISTRY IN TODAY'S CONTEXT

Rev. Joseph Samuel - K U T Seminary

Quite often, within the frame work of certain definitions,
pastoral ministry of the people of God has been explained to the
pew as a peculiar kind of involvement of particular section of the
church. Such depictions strategically create and sustain divisions
within the wider community of Christian faith. Anything that
makes partition within the community and Christian movement
cannot be considered as a theological and biblically motivated
spiritual tendency either in the form of idea or implication.
Moreover, definitions are temporary working outlines only to
explore more from one phase to another phase of reality. For faith
community life is a process of defining ourselves in terms of faith
in the Triune God and our commitment to the Mission of God.
We need to constantly explain and narrate ourselves, the
significance and essentiality of our being as Christian, for our self-
understanding in order to attempt to comprehend the imminence
of the otherwise transcendent reality of God-head. Our efforts to
translate and experience the reality of Triune God are
simultaneously explicating ourselves for us and for others. Divine
revelations in both the Holy Scripture and our living environments
directly communicate to our thought-world and thinking process.
Therefore, as we live as the faithful ones, we are to struggle every
moment define ourselves in relation to who we are and what we
ought to.

Pastoral Ministry is a peculiar kind of vocation that a
section of the society is called by Triune God through the agency
of the church and her various manifestations for the service of
the Word and the world. Pastoral Ministry cannot always be
defined in terms of priestly profession. Especially, the New
Testament tradition and the tradition of the Church of South India
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describes as pastoral not as priestly. Pastoral imagery comes from
the agro-friendly context of Sheep and their shepherding. This is
a symbolic expression that we find widely in the Johanine gospel
tradition where our Lord Jesus Christ continuously explains
himself and his folks in relationally and intimacy. Relationality
and reciprocity are integral to implicate the relationship domain
of both sheep and shepherding. This mutuality is characterized
by the love, care, compassion, confidence and guidance. Sheep
and shepherd cannot be seen as antagonistic or binary oppositions;
rather they must be viewed as interlocuting and integrating parts
of wider living organism. Hence pastoral ministry is ministry of
the church, for the church and by the church, engaging and
involving whole community in life of the church.

Certain people in the church are called to commit
themselves for the ordained ministry, or more specifically, for the
priestly duties of the church. Anglo-Saxon word “priest” comes
from the Latin noun “pontifix”. Of course, this is a designative
noun and sign assigning a particular position for an individual in
a social or religious system. The meaning of the word is translated
as ‘a bridge-builder’. This understanding sheds more light on the
concept of priesthood not as someone who confines himself/
herself to the altar of the sanctuary, but as someone who tries to
extend themselves to others. A bridge built over the river not only
conjoins both of its shores but allows itself the exchange and
movement of people, ideas and culture. Therefore a bridge is more
than a bridge. Priestly responsibilities as part of the pastoral
ministry of the church revitalize the relationship aspect of the
faith community with Triune God, World and with others. The
aim of the pastoral ministry of the people of the Lord is to equip
the faith community in the values of the Kingdom of God and in
the understanding of God’s mission.

Understanding the confusing and complex contemporary
context is very important in doing a relevant pastoral ministry.
Context can be defined in various ways such as the life situation
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of an event, narrative and text. Context can also mean to ‘weave
together’. Pastors are trained communities to weave together the
text and the context, or else they are fundamentally an interpreting
community. Contextual and relevant interpretations are essential
for a church to continue in the mission of God. Neglect of context
can lead to erroneous interpretation and thereby to a passive and
insensitive church. As interpreters of the Word of God, the pastors
need to expertise the multiple entanglements of the living situation
and they might be given experiences to analyze and critique the
ongoing patterns of social functioning in order to name and realize
the powers of evil and affirm hope and life in the living and
liberating Lord Jesus Christ. For pastors, the theological education
provides ample of such tools of expertising for revealing the
meaning of the biblical texts into our contexts. In our reading the
scripture in the 21% century the divine truth comes to live with us
in our various and diverse life situations. The word of God becomes
a common ground for all of us to participate in the life of God
and the life of the world. The people of God ought to be exposed
and open for new insights and ideas that rejuvenate the life of the
church. Itis contextual understanding of the scripture that makes
the faith community more compassionate, caring and
communicating to the world around them. New issues are coming
up in the contemporary context such as transgender, sexual abuse
of women and children, caste discrimination in cyber world,
migrant labors, terrorism and fascism, minority rights and so on
are few among the list. As part of the ministry of the church, itis
theological and ethical responsibility to engage in such contextual
requirements. As theologically trained community pastors can serve
as facilitators for the congregation to respond to such issues as
part of the church’s involvement in the mission of God. Church
is becoming only when we continue in the mission and the ministry
of the Kingdom of God in our living environments. As faith
communities and Christ confessing communities, our pastoral
ministry, that of pastors and laity, must constantly be relevant
for the context where we have our being in God and the Word.*
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IDoL WORSHIP - A SERIOUS SIN

J. Jaya Raj

From the time immemorial people worship idols. There are
historical evidences in support of this. But one of the ten com-
mandments is “you shall not make for yourself an idol. Whether
in the form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the
earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. You shall
not bow down or worship them”. (Deut. 5: 8,9) The latter part of
the 9th verse explains as to the way in which God punish those
who worship idols. It is immaterial as to whether they are Chris-
tians or non Christians. All are equal before God. Hence no hu-
man being should worship idols. Anything that divert one’s at-
tention from God also is an idol.

Recently | happened to read a testimony in a Christian
magazine in which a Christian worshipped idols due to certain
situations, but when he realized that it paved the way for a huge
loss in his business he repented, gave his life to Christ and
refrained from idol worship. Afterwards God cleared his debts and
blessed his business.

| remember another incident in which a Hindu lady in her
death bed sought the help of a servant of God to escape from the
clutches of death. She was in a critical conditon because of can-
cer and when all her hopes of survival dashed to the ground she
requested one of her colleagues - a Christian colleague - to bring
a servant of God to pray for her. The servant of God came. He
strictly advised her to remove all the idols from her house which
stands in the way of her survival. Although she removed the idols
from her room immediately her husband was reluctant to remove
the idols from his room which ultimately paved the way for her

pathetic end. See page 24
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THE BEAUTIFUL STICKER

Dr. Manju Renjit

One of the favourite pastimes of my childhood was digging
in the soil. Sometimes we got earthworms, sometimes it was a
centipede which would make us scream and run, causing parents
to shout at us for playing in the dirt. Sometimes pieces of beautiful
broken pottery would reveal themselves. Sometimes a small insect
called ‘kuzhiyana’ came out in response to our repeated chants
‘kuzhiyane va va’. During one such digging episode | got a bit of
coloured plastic. As | removed the dirt | saw a beautiful sticker. It
was a pink, yellow & green coloured sticker double plastic layered
foreign kind. In those days stickers were prized possessions and
this one was a rare kind not available locally. As | carefully washed
it, a message on it became clear “Serve God”. | was puzzled, we
lived in a neighbourhood with few Christians and from where
could such a sticker have come. It was more like a personal message
for me from a realm mysterious. | stored it in my treasure box
with my shells. I had it with me for many years.

| pondered in my mind about God. ‘God’, the thought was
always there. God was someone who had all answers, who knew
everything, who could do anything, who created everything and
who could solve all problems. We seemed to know so much about
Him, yet not enough. In those days we discussed God a lot. We
had God’s phone number, a set of numbers-6161131110, which
when joined together became the Malayalam word for God,
‘Daivam’. We used to have elaborate conversations about ‘my
God’ vs ‘your God’. Omnipresence of God was a scary thought
for the naughty ones as it meant God saw everything. | kept
telling... | need to know You. Not the God seen through others’
eyes, but I want to know You on my own. Time and again | would
repeat the request in my mind. The box with shells was often
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unloaded to play or to show to friends and somewhere along I lost
that sticker but not the message.

Every once in a while the sticker with its message would
flash in my mind reminding me of my life’s mission — “Serve
God”. You definitely can’t serve someone you don’t know. So |
would repeat my request. The request was being processed
somewhere beyond the blue, for | could feel the effects in my life.
It took me a long while to realise that | am getting to know God.
In fact, it hit me during a surreal conversation with a patient. He
asked me why I had Bibles in my dental clinic reception and why
the air around was different. | said | am a Christian and so | have
kept Bible in my lobby. He was not satisfied and | was not really
sure what more to say, so | told him you could have one if you
like. He replied that he has read The Holy Bible twenty times. |
was curious. | knew he belonged to another earthly religion. I asked
him “Sir, what did you find in it”. “Not sure... | am studying it”, he
replied. | suggested, “to study something you need a teacher and
this book’s teacher is available to anyone who is a genuine seeker.
Next time you read from the Bible, why don’t you meditate on it
and ask the Spirit of God to teach you”. His next question caught
me off guard, “Doctor, do you know God... Have you met Him?”
| paused for a split second and then I said “Surely I have”. | sounded
like a kid and truly felt the emotions | felt when | washed that
muddy sticker and discovered the message. It was then that the
realisation struck me. Truly | have come to know You, Lord! You
have honoured a kid’s request. He has been good and merciful to
me. He had in fact been with me all these years. He had me in the
palm of His hand, all through my rebellious years. He had put me
on a rock that is higher than me. As the man walked out of my
clinic after the strange exchange of words | felt like | was floating
on a cloud up above. I am not sure if his date with the Lord
materialised but | definitely was more convinced of my life’s mission
to serve Him and was more aware of the eternal bond with the
one | had sought all my life. *
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CONTEXTUAL TRANSFORMATION OF
CHURCH AND SOCIETY

Daniel Wellington

Christians go back to the teachings of Jesus
) Himself as the absolute authority to what

constitutes true Christianity. We live in a world
where psychology tells us what we already know in words, yet we
still do not understand. We have too much of information but too
little transformation. We recover the apostolic power, the urgency
of the gospel and the speedy rescue mission of the lost that is our
holy privilege and divine duty.

The modern man is running after things of his own making
and hopes to find satisfaction in them. With scientific and
technological knowledge and power, he feels self-sufficient and
little need of God. God is zealous of His Creation (Is. 42:8). Only
God’s day will reveal the glory of the Creator.

Mount Zion is equated with the Church - the Lord’s house.
There is an invitation for the people of God to go to the house of
God to learn to walk in the ways of God. There is an invitation to
walk in the light of God. This is the essence of Christian life -
learning the ways of God leaving disputes and living in His light.

God wants us to be transformed community. As children
of God we experience a lot of blessings. God’s people receive so
much privilege from Him and they are supposed to be grateful
children. As Lord of history, He declares that His hand is guiding
human history towards the fulfilment of His promises, accepting
the plan of God and towards understanding the potential of God.
As Children of God, we experience a lot of blessings - the
satisfaction of His love, the supply of His provision and the security

of His protection.
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Thus, we can understand that wherever God’s power is
demonstrated many turn to Him. If we walk in God’s ways, we
can be sure of His protection and deliverance. We are called to
walk by faith, one day at a time, depending on the indwelling spirit.

As Christian parents do we recognise that every child of God is
called, ‘rather saved’, for a purpose in the mission of God? The
goal of spiritual formation is to help our children become faithful
to God till the end of their lives to nurture them in the covenantal
faith in God.

And in this adventurous journey of life, we will meet people who
will need our grace. When you are broken, and know that you
are forgiven out of grace, you have a perspective. You begin to see
God at work. Your awareness of God deepens. Life does not just
happen. God guides you.

When we leave God out of our thought process, we see only
ourselves and our problems. And we believe that only we have all
the problems in the world, while everyone else is skipping away
in joy. Negative thinking leads to horizontal view point. God is not
in the view, only you exist. Therefore, you seek the Lord to have a
new outlook in order that God’s sovereign hand at work. As
Christians let us work hard at promoting truth that comes from
God. Only then will love prevail in our society. God’s unconditional
love is the basis for our love for Him and others. What can
Christians do that would set them apart from others that can in
turn show the world set them apart from others that can in turn
show theworld that they have an authentic faith?

God wants us to be a transformed community. He doesn’t want us
to be Christians “who don’t know Him”. He doesn’t want our
religion to be godless, our repentance remorseless and worship
spiritless.

True empowerment comes from God. The challenge of leading a
mission or a congregation to become the centre of empowerment
in ministry is a calling worthy of a life time.
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A ‘worshipping congregation’, when it grows where the leadership
of the church needs to be equipped and thereby empowered to
lead the Church to the final stage of ‘Community Transforming
Church’. So be it with us and our country India where the church
in the grassroots is strong, energetic and powerful witnesses for
Christ.

We need to tell the stories of transformation of individuals
and communities so that the nation will know that those who
decide to follow Christ have made a spiritual decision. Basically,
witnessing is not just the responsibility of the evangelists, but it is
the task of everyone in the Church.

People of other faiths believe that Jesus is one of the ways
to salvation. The challenge for us to effectively communicate the
uniqueness of Jesus Christ - His incarnation, crucifixion and
resurrection is the only way to salvation.

Martin Luther’s Movement of Reformation was a revival,
but it was also a renewal in Church history which has had a greater
overall impact on the entire Church.

The Gospel came to India in the first century. But the
mission work has had many twists and turns and the reality is
that the job is not done to the extent how it should be. The Christian
percentage remains the same. We live in a context today when
God is surfacing new initiatives to create opportunities for the
majority of our nation to hear the Gospel. This reminds me of
Jesus saying to his disciples (Mattus. 9: 37, 38) “The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” ,
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Page 14 Continue (ldol worship - A Serious Sin)

These are clear cases to show that idol worship is a serious
sin and that God will not tolerate it under any circumstances.
Therefore no human being should deviate from the
aforesaid commandment. They are expected to worship God only,
the creator of earth and all its creatures. If any body deviates it
will adversely affect his/her life and everything that
pertains to them. It is our bounden duty to convince them of the
necessity to worship God only, the creator of earth and all its
creatures. But the time at our disposal is very limited, as the sec-
ond coming of our Jesus Christ is fast approaching. Let us
therefore strive to win maximum souls to Jesus Christ.
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|_ESSONS ON DISCIPLESHIP

Reflections on 1 Kings 19:19-21

Rev. Dr. Vinod Victor

() Real Disciples are found in workplaces:

Elijah set out with the new mandate of God to find his successor
and he saw Elisha son of Shaphat and he was ploughing. The
first insight we need to draw is this, God keeps an eye on our
workspaces. Peter and Andrew were called into deeper
adventures of discipleship while they were fishing. Moses and
David were busy tending their sheep. Matthew was in the tax
collectors booth and here we see Elisha in the field as an
agriculturalist.

(i) Real Disciples are hardworking people themselves: Elijah
noticed that there were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of Elisha
and he was with the twelfth. Elisha was not hesitant to work
hard. The Challenge of Discipleship today is that we have more
of talkers than doers, more of managers than practitioners,
more of critics than workers, more of dreamers than grass root
toilers. There are no shortcuts to any successful destination
and hard work is an essential element of meaningful
discipleship.

(i) Real Discipleship involves passing on the mantle and
mentoring: Even as Elijah passed by Elisha he threw his mantle
on him. This was a call to a very meaningful journey of
discipleship where the senior one as a mentor would across
the next few days prepare Elisha- the junior partner- for the
great task ahead. A mentor provides support, help, advice,
guidance, assistance and encouragement and keeps reminding
that one need not be great to start but one needs to start to be
great. Itis stretching one’s mind with the challenges of mission
that the mind never reverts to its original dimensions.

(iv) Real Discipleship calls for a leaving behind: Elisha left
the oxen and ran after Elijah so the scripture says. Fettered
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into the past and to the paraphernalia of the present several
people are unable to let go and therefore unable to get forward
in their lives specially being in tune with the plans and purposes
of God.

(v) Real Discipleship has the blessing of the parents with it:
One of the most poignant moments in the scene of Elisha
announcing his intent to follow Elijah towards a higher calling
is that he wanted to go kiss his father and mother good bye
and then come and follow him. He was not making his parents
as an excuse not to follow but was setting an example to
discipleship that the blessings of parents could do lot of good
in the same.

(vi) Real Discipleship involves burning the bridges: Before
taking the next steps of discipleship in faith Elisha took the
oxen and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen,
he boiled their flesh and gave it to the people. In order to look
for newer horizons one need to be willing to let go the comforts
of the shores and all that binds them back therein. It is like a
house boat all set for a wonderful journey tied to a tree. Unless
it is untied the journey would not begin.

(viiReal Discipleship involves following with the spirit of
servant hood: Then Elisha set out and followed Elijah and
became his servant. Servant hood and Discipleship are in fact
synonymous, one is irrelevant without the other. When
selflife as an antithesis to servant hood becomes the mark of
the disciples, the casualty is the witness of the gospel.
Bonhoeffer rightly said- salvation is free but discipleship will
cost you your life. Only when one is able to surrender ones ego
would one be ready to take on the servant discipleship journey.

(Rev. Dr. Vinod Victor is now Presbyter-in-Charge of the
Melbourne CSI Church and the St. Matthews Anglican Church
holding additional responsibility as Presbyter-in-Charge of

Adelaide CSI Church and Sydney CSI Church).
%
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(Gob oF COVENANTS (2 samueL 7)

Joseph Samuel

The word covenant doesn’t occur in this chapter. But if we are
to look for example we can turn to Psalm 89, which reflects 2 Samuel
7, it’s a Psalm about the covenant that God entered into with David.
And four times in that Psalm this event is referred to as a covenant.
God is making a solemn, binding covenant with David and
with his house.

What is a covenant?
1. A binding agreement; contract

2. An agreement, usually formal, between two or more persons to do
or not do something specified.

Covenant is a written agreement or promise usually under seal
between two or more parties, especially for the performance of some
action ( Webster)

The first mention of the word covenant in Scripture is found
in Genesis 6:18- A covenant with Noah. A covenant is something that
God makes with man.

It is the Sovereign dispensing of His grace, and the security
attached to the covenant arises or rests in the action of God.

It is God who makes the covenant and it is God who ensures
that it continues, remains in force or ceases to be. This action is not
ours.

The thought of bi-lateral agreement is foreign to the concept
of “covenant” in Scripture. Now, it is true that there are obligations to
the covenant, and that these obligations are laid down by God.

God does not negotiate with anyone regarding His covenants.
He imposes His requirements (obligations), and the responsibility of
keeping these obligations is laid upon us.

When God gave the Law to Moses, he did not ask Moses what he
thought about the Law, and what advice Moses might be able to give.
Moses was expected to obey it with no conditions attached.

The Bible clearly outlines a number of covenants for us.

2132] oWy - R)eHLl 2016



These are:
» Covenant to Noah — Genesis 6:18
» Covenant to Abraham — Genesis 15:8,18; 17:6-8

» Covenant to Moses— Exodus 6:7 (refer to Exodus 20 — Ten
Commandments)

» Covenant to David — 2 Samuel 7:12-17; Psalm 89
>» New Covenant — Jeremiah 31; Hebrews 8,10

When God makes a covenant he reveals his own job description
and signs it. In almost every case he comes to the covenant partner,
lays his job description out and says, “This is how | will work for you
with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my strength if you
will love me as | am, cling on to me, and trust me to keep my word.”

My prayer would be that we would come to the Son of David,
come to the King of Kings, and he will sign with his own blood your
personal copy of the job description he has written for himself to be
God to you. And He will give it to you as an eternal covenant, never to
turn away from doing you good as per His will.

| want to take a big picture approach to this chapter along two lines of
thought —

>» What did God do?
» David’s response.
God of the covenant — what did God do?

1. Reminds the past v.8 — | took you from pasture, from tending
flock (Shepherd) — to a Ruler

> being with you where ever you have gone
» cut off your enemies

2. When you make a decision about your future and the
door seems to be firmly closed

> Remember the blessings God has done for you
>» Paths that He has lead you through

> Promises fulfilled (this develops our faith and inculcates
an attitude of gratitude and thankfulness)

> Reassures the present
For David
» Make name great
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» Provide place for His people

» A home of their own

» A quiet place

» A quiet enjoyment of that place

(God is always in control no matter what is going though in
our life. God’s ways are higher than our ways. Because He
lives we can face tomorrow)

3. Reveals the future
For Solomon
1. God would advance him to the throne

I will set up your seed after you: In this, God specifically promised a
hereditary monarchy for the house of David. It was important for God
to repeat this promise specifically, because there had never yet been a
king succeeded by his son in Israel.

2. God would establish him on the throne- v12

I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever: The family of David
did rule over Israel for more than four centuries but was eventually
removed because of evil added upon evil. Yet out of the “stump” of
Jesse, God raised up a new branch that will reign for ever and ever
(Isaiah 11:1-2).

3. God would employ him in the work of building the temple- v13

God said “No” to David’s offer because David was a man of
war, and God wanted a man of peace to build His temple.
1 Chronicles 22:8-10 explains this: But the word of the LORD came to
me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have made great wars,
you shall not build a house for My name, because you have shed much
blood on the earth in My sight . . . a son shall be born to you, who shall
be a man of rest . . . He shall build a house for My name

4. God will take him into the covenant of adoption- v14,15

I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits
iniquity, | will chasten him: This descendant of David will enjoy a
special relationship with God. If he sins, God will not reject him.
Instead, God will chasten him without rejecting him.

“The family of Saul became totally extinct, the family of David
remained till the incarnation.” (Clarke)This is because v.15 says my
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love will never be taken from him — God did not form a covenant with
Saul as He did with David.

Such is the tenure of the covenant we are under; though there
are many failures in our performances, there are none in God’s.

Do you have a covenant with God? Have you entered
into one by putting your trust on HIM

What was David’s response?

This great promise that God made to David had only a future
fulfillment. David would only benefit in his day from the promise
through faith. If David had a “what’s-in-it-for-me-right-now” attitude,
the promise would mean nothing to him.

“The joy which filled David’s bosom was a spiritual one,
because he knew that Jesus would come of his race, and that an
everlasting kingdom would be set up in his person, and in him should
the Gentiles trust.” (Spurgeon)

To pray with
1. Humility- humbling himself, praising God and recognising
God’s blessing (v.18-24)

a. Who am I, O Lord GOD? . . . Therefore You are great, O
Lord GOD: When David received this spectacular gift, he didn’t think
it made him any greater. In David’s eyes it made God greater.

David’s attitude wasn’t, “l am so great that even God gives
me gifts.” His attitude was, “God is so great that He gives gifts even to
me .”. We should receive salvation and every blessing with the same
attitude. God’s giving reflects the greatness of the Giver, not the
receiver.

b. Your servant: David’s humble reception of this gift is shown
by the repetition of the phrase Your servant- ten times in this prayer.
David accepted his part in God’s plan and did not try to go
beyond it.
‘NO’ is God’s way of directing us to a greater purpose in life. Accepting
God’s ‘NO’ requires as great a faith as carrying out His ‘YES'.

2. Heart of expectation - hunger for fulfillment of promises
(v.25-29)

He concludes with humble petitions to God. He grounds his
petitions upon the message which God has sent him (v.27)
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In short David said ‘God you said it now, do it’. He boldly asked for the
promises to be fulfilled.

He did not quit or try and do it and build it himself. He waited and let
God fulfill His word.

David after learning that God didn’t want him to build the
temple, didn’t respond by doing nothing. According to 1 Chronicles
29:2-9, David gathered all the materials for building the temple so
that Solomon could build a glorious house for God.

> “If you cannot have what you hoped, do not sit down in despair
and allow the energies of your life to run to waste; but arise, and
gird yourself to help others to achieve. If you may not build, you
may gather materials for him that shall. If you may not go down
the mine, you can hold the ropes.” (Meyer)

> “Itis of the utmost importance that we should ever test our desires,
even the highest and holiest of them, by His will. Work, excellent
in itself, should never be undertaken, save at the express command
of God. The passing of time will always vindicate the wisdom of
the Divine will.” (Morgan)

David takes God’ s promises and brings it to God - asks to fulfill
What promise do you need to be fulfilled??

Come before God and pray. Remember it and pray to God
about it not that He needs reminding but for us to be reminded
of His faithfulness.

Do we pray with humility and expectancy in faith?
>» God is no man’s debtor

» God is saying: if you come to me empty-handed and
hungry, willing to receive what | give, then | will write
for myself in your presence a job description and bind
myself with an oath to treat you forever with the same
mercy and faithfulness that | have demonstrated in my
covenant with David.

Are you ready to reach out and pray to Him to bless you with
His eternal covenant?

He is willing and able... what are you waiting for?
David’s legacy still exists.....What will be your legacy?
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Ajith Sen

We hope that all of you are carefully reading the Bible to
find answers to the questions, which is the motive behind
this Bible Quiz. This month’s questions are from the First
Book of Samuel (N1V), chapters 11 to 20. Kindly, read
these chapters before attempting the quiz. These ten
chapters describe the reign and fall of Saul the first king
of Israel and the initial story of David who was to become
the second king. Please substantiate your answers by
stating references (verse) from the Bible.

The questions are prepared from the New International Version (NIV) of the English
Bible, kindly use that version to find the correct answers. For clarifications, refer the
Malayalam translation of the questions posted in the Church Office Notice Board.
Submit your answers written in English or Malayalam before July 14" at the CSI MM
Church Office or email us at cvquiz@mateermemorialchurch.com

1
2
3,
4

5.

What is arrogance like?

How many men gathered at Bezek
answering Saul’s call for battle?
Who dipped his staff into a
honeycomb?

“You have not cheated or
oppressed us”, who said to whom?
Where did David and Samuel stay
together?

6.

7.

8.
9.

10.

How many people of Israel had
sword or spear during Saul’s first
battle with the Philistines?

What will happen to Saul when
David play his harp?

The second son of Jesse?

Who made covenant with David?
Beside which stone did Jonathan
tell David to wait?

The correct answers to the quiz from 1 Samuel 1 to 10

SOk wNE

Eli1:3

Dagon 5:4

Twenty years 7:2

Ichabod 4:21

Their ears will tingle 3:11

3 sons and 2 daughters 2:21

7.

8.
9.
1

0.

He joined a procession of prophets
in their prophesying 10:10
Beersheba 8:2

Saul 9:27

The people of Beth Shemesh 6:14

List of people who had submitted the right answers for June 2016 (along with the reference)

ONOoO R wWNE

= ©
o

Helen Saramma E. H.
Blesswin Dev S. S.
Smitha Sanil

Vathsala Lal

LiloraP R.

Meehal Godwin
Amitha Solomon
Nesakumari Davidson
Preetha John

Soben S. L.

Reuben S. L.

Lilly Prasad

Shireen Evangeline Ross
Jolly Irene G.

Sujana Satish

Nirmala Lal Jayakumar
Premila Janelet Sylam
Lalitha Jacob

V. Grace Ammal
Suvarna Yohannan

Addition to list of people who had submitted the right answers for May 2016 Padmaleela
Wilson
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sanilblessings@gmail.com (m(rﬂelg(ra*

Sunday School IIA@MEG:0D

12-06-2016 - @ msomlw A. Johnson Memorial Bible Verse
Competition m@3 ailrole:z0@aId

Junior Grade

1% prize : TessaAnn Binu
2" prize ; Naveen C. Lal
3prize : Johanna Esther N.
Senior Grade
1%tprize : AardraB.S.
2" prize : Preetha Bose
39 prize : Jithya G. Ansalam, Nithin C. Lal

Mid Term Examination - 2016
17-7-2016, MOWOP2l MUGENBMUHIUB MVAWDD MSHE)MN@IEM.
016188 MUENZMIE:)UB B)SlB:0BH6) @RBIOB 15 aldOMHTd
MM} 0, © 2T EN)EUOHMBS TVENBMVE:)UB BIS1E0BH @13 LHTTN
10 alo0@®IES MIMMMBS 62103168303 96NOWE1He) 0.

Sunday School Fancy Sale - 2016
o aidaueom Sunday School Fancy Sale @ruiqy aomvo 8-00
@O a00W0oFal eoaileeal 10 aeml ayoed T.J.M. Hall-@d aia]
MSOmN).
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Report of CEYF Alumni Meet

ag)o.af)o.al@af.m).e.00al.afad-003  Alumni Meet andq
@ROUEERUBHE EBBEOS WDAUMBILITTIELIS 60) @C16Hm)EMISOTeNS
Gl eaW MoMVo 29-90 GIW®] HOAUS)EMO 5.30-M HOBAUB:|AIWOTD
cowlwow] msomeals). “Black N’ White Carnival” agmm caieled
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Circle Prayer List for July 2016

Date |FNo Name Address Area Deacon
01-07-2016) 1122 |Mr.George Kutty Thamas |Lilly Lynne, TC 26/2150 Statue Road Mr.Sajan Samson R
ol-o?-loml 1420 |Mr.Mahan Raj Ushas, TC 11/514,NRA 16,Nanthan Nagar,Nanthencode Mrs.Charlet Bai Robertsingh
elm-lmsl 1106 |Er.Mahesh Hilkiah Rose  |Blessen Villa, NRA 161, Road Opp Valsala Nursing Home Mrs.Pushpa Madan
010?-m15| 710 |Mrs.Stella Thomas Peacelyn,KRA 13, Pananvila, Nalanchira Er.5am Moses M
o:ﬁm-zmsl 1287 |Er.Yesodharan G Resmipriya,VNRA 107, Vivekananda Nagar, Pangode Dr.Churchin Ben S G
mw-mlsl 1046 [Mr.Vijaya Kumar D Christava Nivas, TC 24/1216,HNo-191 Valiyasala Dr.Christenson E Sarasam
05-07-2016) 1158 |Mrs.Deepa Jones TC 23/1236,BNRA 166, Bhagavathy Nagar, Kowdiar Mr.Christudas Y
05072018 839 |Mr.Jabamany G Cherith, TC 12/208-4,PRA 408 Green Lane,Plamoodu Dr.Arthur Jacob
08-07-2016) 1167 |Mrs.Pushpaleela K Prem Vihar, Karakkat Kizhake Puthen Veedu,Christ Nagar, Vazhayila |Dr.John Sajit Edwin
esm-zo1s| 2020{Mr.SaluJ R 2nd Floor,Amma Arcade, TC 8/160-44,Thirumala Er.Joshi Das ¥ §
ue-m-mlal 1367 |Mr.Kripakaran Immanuel [Swathi,Hs No 81,Backside of Nagarasabha Kalyanamandapam,Nemom [Dr.Christenson £ Sarasam
1207-2006] 1024 |Mrs.Sreekala BaiOR  |Grace,TC 6/2262-5,VNRA 65,Edavilakom Lane, Valiyavila Dr.Churchin Ben S G
12072016 1532 |Er. Antony Johnson Sharon, TC 14/625-1,NRA 189, Nanthavanam Mrs.Pushpa Madan
1247-2016| 1708 |Mr Elavattom Justus  |CNRA 105A,Near CSI Church,Nalanchira Er.Sam Moses M
12-0?-2015' 1460 |Er. Thangakunam R Raj Nivas,Hs No-3, Santhosh Nagar, Niramankara Karamana Dr,Christenson E Sarasam
154:?-2015' 1996 [Mr.Ramon Jose P Mercy Home,NCRA 73,TC 11/1133-1,YMR Dr.Satheesh §
1&0?‘2015| 2016 |Mr.Binu Johnson Lowely Hill, TC 32/756,r.VS Road Beach P.0 Mr.Sajan Samson R
Lsm-:o1s| 1473 [ErSanjeev K C 70, Kowdiar Manor, Jawahar Nagar Mr.Christudas Y
1540?-1015| 1342|Mr.Justin Jose A 13,7C8/137-14 Kairali Nagar, Thirumala ErJoshi DasY S
194}?-:015' 1961|Adv.Lionel Fletcher Fletcher Buildings, TC 27/1247 Vanchiyoor Mr.Sajan Samson R
19:07-2016| 1686|Mr.Dinesh Rajan Hill View, 139, Varambasery Jn. Kunnukuzhy Dr.Arthur Jacob
19472016 1841|Mr.Manoj A Suseela Bhavan,HsNo-35,Mariaya Nagar Erappukuzhy Dr.John Sajit Edwin
19:07-2016| 1100|Capt.Jacob George Joseph | TC 25/807 Ramkrishna Reddiar Rd., Thampanoor Dr.Christenson E Sarasam
26:07.2016) 1894 Dr.Raja Thangam A TC 11/1309(1), 117 Bains Compound, Nanthencode Mrs.Charlet Bai Robertsingh
26072018 221 [Mr.Rose H L Rose Bunglow,BRRA 45,TC 13/1908 Kannanmoola Adv.Sarjine Thomas
2607-2016( 1352 [Mr.Devaraj K M) Home, TC 14/1269, OVRA B24,0bservatory Lane Mrs.Pushpa Madan
zw-msl 1555 [Mr.John V Cana,TC 4/2130-1, NBRA E17 Kavu Road, Marappalam Dr.Satheesh S
294:?-1015| 1288 |Er.Neil Joshua Jones Neil Bhavan,PRA 15, Paruthippara Muttada Er.S5am Moses M
20:07-2016( 1562 |Mrs.Gnanaselvam G TC 17/173,CRA 34, Thalakonam Road,Poojapura ErJoshiDasY S
2347-2016| 1737 |Dr.Raj Mohan J L Divine Gardens,TC 11/139-3 HNo-A 1438 Kanaka Nagar Mr.Christudas Y
29:07-2016{ 1553 [Mr.Vinu Kumar P Zion,P81A, Pullaikonam Lane I, Sasthamangalam Dr.Churchin Ben S G
em-101s| 1308 |Mr.Stalin Retnakumar R |Shalom,TC 11/1696-2, CRA D 17,Charachira DrSatheesh S
nzm-:msl 1655 [Mr.Samuel Manoj Kumar lasegh [Hill View, TC 12/249, TRA 68, Thekkummoodu Dr.Arthur Jacob
0248.2016] 1554 Mrs.Jagathamma Nilami,KP 3/11244, Enikara Dr.John Sajit Edwin
0508-2015| 1482 |Mr.Thampi Vinod Raj Y C |Chella Bhavan, TC 4/1612 Keston Road,Kowdiar Mr.Christudas Y
05082016| 1732 |Er.Lalitha Jayakumar  |Belston,TC 11/925(4), NNRA 71, Nalanda, Nanthencode Mrs.Charlet Bai Robertsingh
eﬁ-oa-lolsl 1569 |Mrs.Rose Padma Ambrose|SPRA 3118,Padma Bhavan,Padmanabha Nagar, Nettayam Dr.Churchin Ben S G
osm:mal 1067 |Mrs.Susan Edward Revathi,UG 33,Ulloor Gardens,Ulloor Medical College Adv.Sarjine Tho&
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Events upto 19-06-2016
Crossed Jordan to be with the Lord

SL.No| FamilyNo Member
Mrs. Lilly Elisamma Ebenezer
1 1078  |Allieds,TC 26/2012-13,TRA A21,Tutors Lane,Statue, TVM 1
Died on:- 25-05-2016
Mrs. Jaya K
2 915 TC11/312,CNRA 61,Keston Road, TVM 3
Died on:- 02-06-2016
Mrs. Saraha Bai Harris
2 135 Josy Bhavan,Kuruvilsonam,Nediyara
Died on:- 06-06-2016
We welcome the new family joined by Marriage
Sl No| Family No Name Date of Marriage
1 2135 Er.Fenny Samuel & Mrs.Anu P Kumar 25-05-2016
2 2136 Mr.Sanal S & Mrs.Ancy K 13-06-2016
Baptism
SI No| Family No Name Date of Baptism
1 2042 Mr.Nehaan Sam 05-06-2016
2 2048 Mr.Satawik 05-06-2016
3 1167 Mr.Dinil Prem 19-06-2016
4 1832 Mr.Edward Renjit 19-06-2016
5 2137 Ms.Sangeetha G S 19-06-2016
6 2137 Mr.Arun G S 19-06-2016
Confirmation
SINo| Family No Name Confirmation Date
1 2128 | Mrs.Deepthi Jolly 19-06-2016
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