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CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH
C H U R C H Regular Weekly Programme
Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 07.00a.m
Devotion Prayer (Monday to Saturday) 07.30 a.m to 01.00 p.m
V O I C E Sunday ~ Malayalam Service 06.00 a.m
Tamil Service 07.00a.m

Malayalam Service 08.00 a.m
h s English Service 10.00 a.m
12 yw Of pUblIC&I on Malayalam Service 04.15p.m
Sunday School 09.30 a.m & 03.00 p.m
Women's Fellowship 10.00 a.m
MARCH 2014 CEYF 11.00a.m
BCL Union 11.00a.m
JCF 11.00a.m
CHier EbiTor Choir Practice 11.00am
Rev. C.R. Vincent Young Family Fellowship 05.30 p.m
Contemporary Worship (First Sunday) 06.15 p.m
EbITOR Monday  Bible Class 05.30 p.m
) Vestry Prayer 06.30 p.m
R. Sajan Samson Tuesday  Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Vestry Prayer 07.00 p.m
Wednesday Gospel Band House Visit 03.30 p.m
Women's Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam | Thursday Senior Citizens' Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer Worship & Witnessing Service 06.15 p.m
Friday Missionary Prayer Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Dr. ChristensonE. Sarasam Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Adv. Sarjine Thomas Saturday  Choir Practice 05.00 p.m
Preparation Service (First Saturday) 07.00 p.m

Members of the Church Committee

The Editor Name Phone No.  Mobile

Church Voice Rev. C. R. Vincent (President) 2316544 9446850066
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Preshyter) 2724658 9400370085
M.M. Church Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer (Presbyter) 2316644 8547811284
L.M.S. Compound Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam (Secretary) 2327722 9995100420
. Adv. Sarjine Thomas (Accountant) 2435142 9847104775
Trivandrum - 695 033 Mr. Y. Christudas 2318213 9895114633
Ph: 2311347 Dr. S. G. Churchin Ben 2315655 9447177666
Dr. Arthur Jacob J. 9447965063
Articles / Feedback | opr s. satheesh 2315232 9447104460
may be sent to : Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred 2534781 9895110652
Mr. R. Sajan Samson 2555013 9447153170
churchvoice@gmail_com Er. Joshi Das Y.S. 2315106 9446052121
before 151 of every month Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh 2436338 9495551064
Mrs. Pushpa Madan 2553247 9847215215
Church Voice can be Dr. John Sajit Edwin 2326839 9847040490

e ol = o Church Office 2311347
X Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton) 9446616080
website Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.) 9447525339
www.mateermemorialchurch.com | -y, 1 Rajeey (Peon Cum Gardener) 9895801012
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From the Presbyter’s desk

Theme of the year:

Pastoral Ministry in the Urban context
'Enable the congregation to bear witness'.
Dearly beloved in the Lord,

| am greatly delighted in greeting you in the name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Golden verse of the month:

‘And who is he that will harm you, if you be followers (zealous) of that which
is good? (1 Peter.3:13)
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The cross is central to the Gospel (1 Cori.1.17-25). Itis the good news
of God's grace, the good news of salvation and the wisdom of God. In
Matthew 5:16, our Lord says, 'let your light shine before people, so that they
will see the good things you do and praise your father in heaven'. As citizens
of India, we Christians must reflect Jesus in our lives and live as a living
example with out good deeds for Jesus Christ (1 Peter.2:15). Indians generally
have a positive attitude towards Christianity. People who believe in other
faiths are always helping us to do good to others. The Lord Almighty asks:
‘who will go on my behalf? Whom shall | send? (Isiah.6:8). As a congregation
of responsible believers, it is our prime duty to tell the gospel of good news
to all people. As far as missionary works are concerned, 90% work is done
only among Christians. As responsible citizens of the kingdom of God, we
are responsible to give light to the people who are in darkness. Without
preaching, how will the people hear the Gospel? (Rom.10:14). So, either
we should go as missionary or we must send some people as missionaries.
'Every Christian must work as a missionary, considering each and every non-
Christian as a mission field." The book of Prophet Ezekiel 3:11 says, whether
they pay attention or not, you must tell about salvation to the unreached all
over the world. This is the way of doing good deeds, by which our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ attracted everybody (1 Peter.2:20,21). This s the prime
thing that we have to do. Combine the Gospel with out good deeds and
nobody could stand against us (Rom.12:12).

Have concern for the poor as responsible persons in the sight of God.
This is the way to serve God. Let us try to meet the needs of the unprivileged
friends through adopting any child who is in need and give him/her education,
food and shelter to cater to their social and spiritual needs.
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Peter in his first epistle was a strong, aggressive, natural leader in the
history of humans. He was the chief person during the time when Jerusalem
was the centre of Christianity before Antioch became the centre at the time
of Paul. He is not mentioned in the Acts after the council of Jerusalem (50
AD). The place of writing of this epistle was Babylon or Rome. The date of
writing is not known. Itis more likely that, it was written after Paul's release
from imprisonment (62-63 AD). It was addressed to Christians in Asia minor
at the beginning of the Neroinian persecution. It is written to strenghthen,
encourage and comfort in the midst of the fiery - trial' they shall endure and
to hold out to them their great hope. The outline of the first epistle of Peter
can be divided into three on the basis of the privilige of believers in Christ.

1. Salvation in Christ (1:1-2:10)
2. Submission through Christ (2:11-4:11)
3. Service for Christ (4:12-5:14)

In this fast developing world, the poor, oppressed villagers, handicapped,
orphans, those who live in poverty, victims of terrorism, violence and natural
calamitites are facing many adversities. All those people are the main focus
of our mission today. By the very act of the gospel, we Christians will be
able to reflect Christ, the master and source of all good deeds. This was the
attitude that made the people of God active in the work and mission of God
on earth in the years past. We are the chosen people to work in darkness
with the shining light of God, a royal priesthood, a wholy nation, a peculiar
people-people of God's own posession, that we should show for the praises
of him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light which
in time passed were not a people, but are now the pople of God: which had
not obtained mercy, but now had obtained mercy (1 Peter.2:9-10). St. Francis
of Assisi said: 'preach the gospel at all times. And use words, if necessary'.

For those who want to use ‘words' start by asking about his/her belief
focussing on the central message of the gospel, ie, 'The person and work of
Jesus'. Enter into the open discussions and avoid argument. Remember that
our role as witness is to be presenters, not presuaders. We are to present
the gospel, lovingly and convincilgly and then allow the inner witness of the
Holy Spirit to take over.

March 5 - Ash Wednesday

The season of Lent is starting with the celebration of Ash Wednesday.
It symbolically means the attitude of mind with sorrow for sins and faults.
Dusting oneself with Ashes is the way of expressing the inner feelings of
guilt. These outward signs are to stand for an inner repentence. Ash
Wednesday marks the starting of 40 days of litergical period of prayer and
fasting.
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March 7 - World Day of Prayer

March 7th, Friday is observed as the World Day of Prayer. This year,
we have to remember the people of Egypt, who are living on the banks of
river Nile. Egypt is the 'Gift of Nile'. Remember the people there by praying
to God, to shower His blessings and guidance on them, that they will escape
from the severe droughts.

March 9 - HMS Sunday

This month is being set apart to remember the mission activities of the
Home Missionary Society in and through the diocean churches. There are
about 125 HMS Churches which were given to the diocese and they are
now self supporting. This year also HMS is planning to hand over to the
diocese some new Churches which were built during last year. There are
urgent needs for some new Church land purchase and for building Churches.
Kindly remember this and prayerfully contribute to the ministry of HMS.

Kothalam Mission Project

Through various measures we were able to generate about 38 lakhs for
the land purchase at Kothalam. There are two major ways through which
we can support this project.

1. Cover Collection - Kothalam Sunday

23rd February is observed as Kothalam Sunday. Covers that are
distributed for this cause shall be collected back with offerings on this day.
Please remember to invest a minimum of 1 months salary for this project.
The amount shall be paid as lumpsom or in instalments.

2. Interest-free loan

As the money collected so far is not sufficient for the land purchase
formalities at Kothalam, well wishers are encouraged to contribute interest
free loans which shall be repaid within a few months.

Annual Examinations

Dear children, give more attention to your studies and prepare well, to
face the forthcoming examinations. Parents, please prayerfully help the
children for get ready for the examinations. May God Almighty enable us to
come forward through the competitive examinations in professional and
academic levels with good ranks. As pastors, we are praying for your great
success.

May the peace and grace of our loving God be with us all throughout
this month. With warm wishes and regards,

Yours in Christ,
Vincent Achen




Dear friends,

SECRETARY’'S REPORT
&

This year's Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday prosy

on 5th March, 2014. Observance of lent makes our life so q .
Et—lg \“
Ry

serene, serious and sacred. It goes further in shaping our life
revived and renewed. As His choicest children, we should really
repent of our sins and accept mercy and grace from our Saviour and Lord.
Repentance and self-discipline lead us to the cross. Jesus Christ invites us to look
at Him more clearly, love Him more dearly and follow Him more closely. A
broken and a contrite heart is the need of the hour. Lent calls for a round about
turn. During these days of devotion and penitence, may God help us to have a
truthful introspection and return.

" Rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings,
that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy"
(1 Peter 4:13).

Our Diocese has initiated to formulate Men's Fellowship in all churches
under the Diocese. As such, our Church committee member Dr. John Sajith
Edwin is assigned as Convener of MM Church Men's Fellowship. All men of our
Church are welcome to join Men' Fellowship and work towards the extension of
His kingdom through innovative programmes.

The Kothalam Mission Project is indeed the prime project for this financial
year. To pool in our resources, apart from the house to house financial campaign,
Sunday 23rd February was set apart as Kothalam Project Sunday and offerings
were received through cover collection. To properly fence the property and to
raise a worship shed immediately, all church members are encouraged to
contribute one month's salary for this cause. Interest free loans are also welcome.
The other two church constructions presently progressing are :

(i) in Manikanteswaram Misson field (ii) in Rajasthan Mission field.

Our church member Sri. I. Gilbert has donated Rs.5 lakhs for construction
of a new Church at Karimanthura Centre in the Kalvarayan hills of Salem Mission
field. Rev. Sunin Spenzer is authorised to execute the work in liaison with the
Missionary in Charge, Salem.

Our Pastors attended the annual Pastors' Conference arranged by the
Diocese in Mysore and have returned refreshed and revitalised.

We have terminated the services of night security Mr. Thankappan from
last month due to health reasons. A grant of Rs.25,000/- had been paid to him in
addition to his immediate medical expenses. Mr. Purushothaman is engaged as
night security for the time being.
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The office - bearers of our sub-organisations have enthusiastically prepared year
plans for the current year's activities. Church members - one and all, are inspired
to get involved in any one of the sub-organisations of the Church suiting their
age, preference and calling to fulfill the mission of God in our lives.

All communicant members of the Church are requested to remit Sangham
Offering and clear dues, if any, to protect their voting right. Those bidders in
Harvest Festival 2013 still in dues list are also requested to clear their dues before
the end of this month without fail.

The following financial aids were extended:

I. Marriage aid of Rs.2,000/- each to the persons listed below:
- Mrs. Suseela C, Konniyoor CSI

- Mr. D.Sukumaran, Ettukuttty CSI

- Miss.Jeena S.G. Punalal, Vattavila CSI

- Mrs. Leela Bai, Pothencode CSI

- Mr. Rajkumar, Bonakkad CSI

- Mrs. Pushpam, Thoongampara CSI

1. Poor Aid of Rs.1,000/- to each of following persons:

- Mrs. Elsi A, Palode

- Mrs.Soni S, Palode

I11. Medical Aid

- Smt.Metilda, (MMC member) - Rs.5,000/-

- Smt. Jayakumari, Attukal CSI- Rs.500/-

IV. House Maintenance of Rs.1,000/- to each of the following persons:
- Mrs.Jasmine Albert, Mulayara CSI

- Mrs.V.PSantha, Kuravankonam CSI

V. Educational Aid

- Mr. C. Rosechandradas - Rs.1,000/-

Mrs. Lizy E. Raj, w/o our former organist Jaison E. Raj (Family No. 165),
Ambala Nagar was called to eternal rest on 03/02/2014. Mrs. Litzal M (F
No0.1778), Meads lane, Playam (Mother of Er. C.L. Lal) was called to eternal rest
on 07/02/2014 and her mortal remains were buried at her native place Chani on
the next day. Please do visit the bereaved family members and extend prayers
support.

Yours in the joy of the Lord,

Dr. Christenson E. Sarasam
Church Secretary

)



cmMomi

00l 9.a§)a). (ICGMIG

@O el @myo MM Caldd:00® DN (SHAAIW]
@2 IGla)) Galo@)M@OEM GMIMI. MOIVAIM 46 GlaITvo MMBS NHWM
2)®@ CMOMI @YOoE1HH)AN).  EOMOIV®, af)ld AIBeHI0 DOBa] 21
&$1600) AUE)M HAIBYO® QOO @RS)O FNOWAE ERVIGIEH)0 DAV
mOVA B3¥10HWB8 FlNEEBHS MHAVE MO @I aflmlcelng af)ep1O®3
QIHMOMINE NIWMOP 21 FlAINONILIVGIEe)0. DI EMOMI &0el
ODIM) @)SH0 H)01EHNAM 2I0MIG3 WM. GMIALE>, HMIMIOO af)an]
alBEEBESIS MNIMWH|S)OTIW)0 alAIITVO af)dD alBOHIM al0J0WAIW)o
cmOMilOm &eMENIS)aN).  AldIdTVAIEAOW WILNIBMN Y 6BBUBHBE
@068B)0 MEMENRIS)IN MU BRM)HOIMEBBB)0 @12 I00EBS)0 W)
@R8] 96(GHM @A TV @PM)atOla)) GaldO)MM)ENE. TVBHSBINS
GBUO-TVOM B00EBBUBHHM) IV @OV aBQB)0aflelH@)o, BOEOIMNIM)o
@@ICR®OV 2IB)(@EBIBSYA6NE. EGMOMIEILI @12 l00EBU3 TVoNIMW]a]
DM GINHLIMBS (AICMYHMBU3 DENE.  @RYOMIVMNIW AUBAB 2|V BN,
VIWo WBIGHIMOBMIM)0 (A ICMYBHDIW AVBAEREBUI CAIAMIRICHNME
@1Ll a)aN AEHOM MSBSE1WIEN HA(HIVDAIAVE CMIMI @Y 2101H)
mo®. EPMIV®, ERORIAMN20WV GBRYORIVAUBAB VB0, VVSMIEN)
200 B0} (AIGD B HORILISo @RYAICDIAOEM af)D 2laDWoEM @I
aflmlensso.

GMOMI HILIHO b (BAlarROWV] AIG)M®) (SN @)EW)AllHd
allU90M)EAI0, (HH)U0)AMEMO ag)aVIAIWOEM).  WIOMOCAE: MIBV)BSI6N)
D). BOMIBHROW @RYELINAHEBUD, BRYBERISEBUE MRBOMELIIEN0 1yad
sBgleno alyeo Rlallmasgleno 8610106060a]|S)aM). o IPMIWAB0el0
OTIEHH GOSN EMOMI BBl GRM®I TN (IO 120N, @oAID)o
HMS1HRIS)O0 R1QNO(HAEBUE 0)n10|S)OMIOYETE. AOIVYBIOTVIAO)
68B3U3 GaloL)o DGAIGHIBN)IN). (AIB@NM, Al2iNalOMo af)NIQITE0W]
@RWIHTVAWO GHONBOMMM).  2NO)BHOMIG @RYGRISAI)0, BRYGLI0AH
B30 HAISIE GROVIVWAIW GRAMOIGHUTIHICE M) 91N af)IM@IEM
CMOMI HHOLIOMIT3 21QM®. alj0ca aflaflw TVEE:WE Mlaien@aHl
H9YID @12 1000 1T HEleno GRGIEMINSIa o AIY)AM). DMMYTVAEl] G0)ELT
& OlH9NG 2I0MIGE BN @RM)GIIONION @PSWISR0W] MAG]2])
0306 HMGIVIG B)B1W0 AUOTEO)dh, BHAWMIGWINS 21000 HOHOAUSS
@loeIs) o ‘M1 §alosSIWIBGIM), HaloSIVICRISs Gal0)o’ af) QIOE)
BU3 B0BOW OBHONETVITNo ®EIV]LS)E, MEBOM alti®)o.

D




CNOMIING AUBGCMAIMIL! (2I0WIMYo

e¢MOMI @RY2106Mo (HIN®IY VRO TVoIMWla] AUSOHD (AIWOM
Ha|3MOEM. GYUD) M@IOM ‘DalQIdaVo’ af)MIeM) Alleuoatla lee)M©).
GO ®OM auIB00y Rlallmavleno aldlajléaciene galaRILOBIN
(aloWOMo MM  al9©@ MIOAODITE MM @RY2l06Mo ag)M@IA)
aflamleoal 9E3URIGHLEEBRUIT MEINWOET) DalaTVATIN afllamlene 983
EDaM)o 210MUGF NIWM MO@ OIS @R Ailud)EL FlMEEBOS EMOMI B:0Llo
a)M) @O alOWYaN). @RSITLOIM LIGUYEBOSLI00 BAN}OEAN.

af)eaeloo ailvd1e06meEBu MTHIWoR0 BRIV TVBHSBOS
alo0MINYEBBRNS @RSINOIMOBIT )omEd0 OTMHSe)nes @y alcl
H96q|50Ll}0 @SITLNIMEIGHIo AlMIaClenomoslal.

1. 80} ®lGHaMmAmINIVSs 2WANOMLGANGIajoem) GMIMI
@0elo

QUBOMROMBILIHO® EMOMI @12 106MO@TIG3 (DalQTVODIMI) &)S)
@@ (VDRLH9O|S)MD)0 (alOWIMo AIOYIN®)o MalMaloMo, (alI3MOM,
DOMAVIANOOMIMIVBB BA)AN0 af)ADIAUWIEM).  QlalMalOoMo QIS
963ala0lMo @ROIVWIM)o §eBAUMIATAIj0 DUEHEHIBBOMMBS &SIl
HOHAI0)AN). (10BMOMW)o WIPMAN0 BODEH BQUWEHOWILI0 Bh)G20W]
S0WOLI}0 @RM YBMINA|S)OMAN GPMYBAIEBBIEM. @lods allSla) Mem]
(1B MEBBUIAEISVIG3 G UDIANHM VOBMMILHVWM)0 (AIDBMNMW)HS
afladenieingemeeld. 20MaILITNECBTIMIV M2)BE) BO)EBIAD &F1WANG)
(10AMOMTLNHSW)0 AlaiMaloMOBIENHSW)o AIE1ES)N BRHERTWAAUD
MOMOLINEM. DAIOWIeSS B30) alllomilew marlm 3dwmass =’lail
@ODIERISE 0f)9}ET@a{lE0eq]S)IMN) af)M MRS M1 0dWo alOWI
MoN)o.

2. AUAOMMIMBHIeInem aleivloyoml @alldIeIne® (al®]1d:H
¢S MAlailanoMmss B0)dN0 MAIB:IAN) GMIMT &hILlo

M) IElEN)AM @RSITLOOMAI0 VOSEIW)R6EN) OG0 AUYEMIHWD)o
(allvmiwHs) MOSOHOD &O)TM)o HOWOYANRIWV] alGlemailes)m o).
GMOMI B0LI0 ag)aM 40 MOUB GBI &)0a] MIB)H80W1Blen0. =il
OONOMR HNHOD GlOBHHB)o TVEDAZEEBB0 (HA1HI®ROW OB
TwomIed MM AN (af)aNYo) @OHYMMIENE.  MIMHS AN G
®HA2] 0B maloel 2oMEIGINY ®10l2J0lWId USRI Olal
MENITWALDH@® AHQANITN) AN MVaNIVISNMD!  GR® alBla0d]
BHIMBB VVEMNED AU2INODIENHSW)o (aIIBONMVIENHSW)o M:DYB6
2)EMMO0M H¥lwyemIoud madloel HH3aIacM (ailvo1dadl) amleals)o.
HANOOD M0OUWVI0 @R NIGIW)o MUBla] U0)BAIMIHHEVINS MEANI
Gl HFlw)o.

&)



3. 99BAUAVEMaNOMIGI M)ECINOIAUIMBS YOAMI

2MaHIOM o llaNoMROMilGs MANYo A ldalODIOAR TVIRIAIEBU VLM
GWINS (ol 2))0306NEIBlEH)aM).  aldal0lfld:08 Qilg)H8W)0I0ad
HPlOyIvIL (H)WBIMENINSIMBH MENOS (2 1WIeMo WIBa(led al®)
RMOMo MP)HS GRAIGIVAISHICMOYIN).  ERG@I0)HSLI0OM B0) TV
a0 MBI @GIWOEM WD) LISUIAIS)AN®. MHID @SIA6|S)CIWIC]
S9N AlaIMafl0)EL2IY &1$aIvenmBas @MIRIAles)an @RAITVEC
agym mleiRlad Rlallmalvo)ew]e:emomlnad alo®@osm MM d;oelo
@0aN) @EYIN®. MENUS aldaloV]Cless MO CGMSIHWOMIV®IEM
9OBAITIEMa00. @GO aneInoe) (GIT®MONe @INOBIG Menyd
B06M)INMYo ERM)BAIEN)MM)0. GMOMI BHOLIMMIT MERUT A2IMIM)
TUI@o N}FMAlE2IV] HOGHHHIBZYTNAUOWEIN0 MEHAA HHBAUCCINIS @S)
aflemya).  mem MEMaslen)an HOBACIONM &ial0lG3 @RUOW]a]
MEIMOIMBB VOS] DD HILIHOM @OMIRAIEBBUY MAYBE MOYAD).

4. DODMAVIANEAL0 HHEUNIHEMIN AVIWo AVDG SN IN@)DIW
Zloiloomln)s88 830)d60

ROMAVIMDO0 HSOD® B0} (GG Rlallmo MoELRLL H&3Al
COMIS)o TVaNMMIHIGCAISIMBS MINWONIG BH$1a0m 30eIEBSGd
Moealla] MB®H020)dh0d ®0l2jolWIAN@IMeme Mmes 2T1aimo.
@RAMOAICMIW GMIMI @RY2ldsMo GRMIM MHM MVaNIWIBN)o. MM
TMLOAN @0 )M ® 69600 Mlalarano M3 AVoRAM 2] OE:0MEIGICHHEN3
9BAUAOIMAWV (Al OV, HHBAAOIMOWIN MOH2D GEHAN 2A@a]l
£9OYAN@IN 2OMAVOMOANLNTA @S BOEM. MERHS VVAIVIV ERHO]
@8R 2] 2OMIVIMNOEOMIG3 @WlatiIClmaoem). (Slri@ailenes mayes
eIElafl0le0)IM 0SUWOS TVEMBUO GRIIGODIM ald0}QI0M M?)Hs
aflgle)o 9OEAGIOMNNRNE. @RO DEMO}AUONS WLNOBMD EGMOMIE:0el
@M)aFH00Mo MO MVaOIVIBEEDM BT MVoUdALL. Al INIMAVI®o
66 216l flAlen)IN DalE3Udo TVMYEEBBINS TVoAG:HIMATIMIW] Mlel
OHIBSBI0I0M)o GMIMIlENHS LIElHee)M 9DARR0 MO MVaNIW]Be)o.

6100002 1006BBB)OS G2LI0aUEBSI3 2)6BBI0mMa AN BRHWIMIH A
Ko@) 80) 20)alS] af)IMAIEMo MANOS CGMOMI &HILlo VAT
S)02&103, GRLOAID EMINQ]S)OMAIIM HF1VIERET3 BEMIMOT] am
B0 afB0(NROSHOM (VAlEeORBIC3 MEMES EGMOMI @RY2106Mo @GN
QUEMIW] 200)02M@IE3 MVovdVAIAL.

Author: Rev. J.H.Pramod, Zucker Memorial Lutheran Church, Kavadithalakkal,
Manikandeswaram P.O., Trivandrum-13

=)



GRI6NMo

GMIMI ag)AMIGI af)IN? @RYAA GAIeNE]?

00l a)).@RAd. MV)¥1G3
(6.@).91. ©aVAlNOA], demem)er)

OMOOMI ag)M all
OIM (Ao, DaldldMVo
a) T @A N 638 86N
UENJ®O0QILNWIE3 M@3;]
WIg88®. GRGIM ‘vooloo,
aées, aM  agyan1 (@lailw
B0MEBBOSOBNENBIBB®)0
@RMMYal0ROW CGIVAIGWIS
8)SI0M)200 Mlatio; K010
M  )HO8 aldd OS]
Om)aN M1t 00 il U aHo;
@PM)ati00Mo; Rlallma1®];
MO20; BHAOMAIL0’ ag)an]
aNwo 37 & © 6M 638 80 6M
RERISIQ O[] EN IO

Lent agyan@as Encyclopedia of Britannicawl@3 A period of peniten-
tial preparation for Easter ag)anosm ailvod1e:06mo 6@:05)0m16len)am
® (2013a] MOWOIMBS @M@l IONIW BO}HH0). @G [OTVD)
BIMOO}OS HOLlo M®E3 Vda] MOWAIHM B0)EOHROW] HMOWMI
@ 210106)aM). 9B HMOWAIGE TVMIAIM 0)(U0)aH MSOBIWI)AM).
BROOSHIMNE MVMOIMODIM B0)EBBYIM TLOOMIBMDIBHS)OS B0)H6
O@®IMY0, aldalld8)es amo®Iclailin)20w] D &:oelo 20glealajloyam).
@B} MQIME)BHSIE3 HMOVMI MVAEBUE AUBOO GHBUMROVT)AM),
aldUI0 @ MVEWIG3 (HHea6Mm MIWao @o@eomIQIAM).  Lent agyan
o@’lad alBo Lencten ag)an al3@G3 @la) gorallaj®oem. )8
W) h, AUTVADHILI0 af)@ANEIAEM DD QASHOR @G@No.
OMOVMI BoLl0 M @RHORIV AUSB2WOS GHOLINOW] &OsMemMo.

GBI @& @RSINIMo

G?200 40 BlalMo alRQMOEMIG3 HEBAUTVAVIWIVIGE & Flaidm)Sl.
H(MVOCVE3 RBMo 40 ABaHo MVIMOW nEYERYANVI@ MSMM).  af)ellvd
40 GlaiTvo @)SB2 WOV MSAN). BMIOWINS HISBOMIM OG0
40 ©OQI)o 40 ald®Elo APEAITD REl(aISWo QMBIWI. &HAOMIQI 40

1)




Glairvo 00)6)21VIG8 Dalalbla)). HACMOAIHG & eHUOM)BAIEBESOS
o3& 1eallen) M @O @RSWOSROWIZEM EMIMI @R 21GEHMO).

HMIVMI @1Y21AMODING (2 ICD Y@ U3
9a 101200

D00 68BU3EHOW MR BHILIGTMES @RYn0000 QIGREE]H6)
M@O6M DalQIdo af)am 666NINIlu3 AlZaMIMEHIv0OmIG3 MIBQ)
afajldlee)am). cHMlenI@IClee@3, TValn o ABCINEHG3 af)naNeldo
DD QSN @RAMOMENE.  GQIBATVOBHOMIT B):eo (aldSla flaen)
M®)0, (2l0H2]|50I0}0S GOV UWAMABIM)0, AUIE®]alEROW aldalail
MM HH0W)0, TVAOOTIOHM @RHOLH: QAUSAB2|TLHOW0 TVE 29
QB @alalVla)) (GRINLY.16:29-34). 2O(@RL), DalAIMSIEANAIB alem
AUM(@o WAIEN) B, QAUTV(@0 &10)d, MEIVIT3 21000 QAIOGIVIS)dE,
92101 {leloe® MSEP)&H, DA TVOWOOEMWOWVT @PM)FHClafloyam).
BAHMMIW(AMeMo  AIO}OOEMIIUE @YaNIAILIOMAIO)OS CAUBM
@RAIWEMo.  GGOMIA] DalATVATINH OaOTVIAVIZIAI0 MRITIGOm)
QI0M @RYaOIOMo alT®) (AOMO 6.17-18). DalMODOH (ald:SI®
BOAIGOMHNIUZ 0aOTVION)0, BRYORTEQAOW (al0WIMYo M  1e10Hs]
@RMaUCIBNEMo.  BaYPSIANAUOO TVa00W1H90M am 168 Glalo
M) ENMBOB6Mo.

(aI0@@MOM™)o WIIMAL0

®)S)M@ TVOWo (alDBANMTEN)0 WIOMEIMM0WT a0gleal
DEo6mo. 40 FlAIMVo OIS (AIEMOM®)o WIOMAN0 DGaldHl
B9)IMO) Ml (p1AIM®OEL @RYORIBICUIWM®)o, GRHANG]A: Ailyd)
ald:06malje AVoAIBHID (aId@@OMW)o, WLIMALjo GRAGNUD)
MyMmIeM. GMIMI SHYIWICMIIUE YD ]alonIV] 210NOO®IG3 allel
M2Q63BU3 MoRAMANEMO. HOHBAUAIM aldEOWEMo @RHORTS: @ElAL
@Ales) GalOEMWOBEMo.  6MOIMB §21QMND® UOBIWOEBEMO?  af)aD
GaldB)0 VIO GaloBlenemo.

Reflections of Lent agan GRIGIM@®IG TVLOM)GAUGE OWEM
OEEBOM HMOVMIOM Alla1e:0lemaM).  HBOOANG B ayom)e
QAUOO B93HHM@IM)o ROMIBHNMN@IMI0 MEMaOEOMIS)o MVIGHA
20W)o @R@IGMIS IBOCYLIOA|S)ANDIMAEM HMOIWMI @1 210156
M. DO BRM)EBMUTICEIEN)0, AlURIOAMOICTIGEIEN)0 MV BeEMo.
HAOMOAHG Ba-OM)BAI0 B0) BYDHIEI MVoRAUDIEM. OHUBOCH
200 @R GAIBM 0FHQS)HN)INGIN) ald00 2lGI@OOLI WILNOBMNY
GOMOS (al®]BAlEN)aN@ILNeS HMOIVMI ERAMOAUAMIV] @R)ald]
$900. MNANOS HILITMBS HHOGIAUDIW)0, NEUWAMDYo MIG]ajolwod
GMOMI MVa0OWEN)0.  (B)UBlHOO|SAICVIOSIao MIEBHHOND BFlan

iy




M2O»)o. Ailuoajio, HeMN10j0 PBRAIGVIOSIalo AlEH0S]BHBOWV] @GRAIOO
afle20aila{lenom VEMIWIBBAIE0WV] 200%0. BCIBOOS H Y@ W3
@lomailond alemses)a] ald00M HMOIVMI EM@] @OYAN). A6M
o003 ®0$aI0VITENS] EaldB)MNAIBSEE (IO 1S:UW)o, M)el§aNo
aldBM) HBISIHNAN@E (B)518:08, TV 103, BSIMA, BPMYLOO
S¥lapssaid) emowmi.

9al0aNI00

80386)d, HMOVMI MOMIHANETNWoE0UB (AITVEMIWBSMOW
200)aM).  ailudyELlHMo MVERWIANL, TVMAOMDIE0, ©)S)06NI6E3
gleno alydmlalon0® Rlailmowilene @RI RIW]Clen)aN). aVIW
@ROIWIAN®IM)o, Man2210ild:8)0S caIdM aM 1189 aMm®IM)o,
HHGAICONIS @RSIANAMM@IM)o W@ MLIMIEN. HMOIVMIN Doy
92]S;AMO®OD)0 DBalHUIHHIMW AM 10) EREVMIVMeMo AUSAT]
OWS)BNEMoO.  BAHHUEMBHO0YOOIG3 MW (AMEM?)ENSVH)GMIOUE BRYOD
ail)esl 20(@ee! @YEVIN A0 HRaldalSlo. BClIBY0 OB 2dl
M ®IOMW af)(@CVWO MO ERYB)HU3 BRAIMEEHHUEMO OHO6NE @]
HOYIM). af)2I0 AUOVWMENI0Y0 TVEINIHUCOMINS HMIVMI @R aIdlHe)o
o) QiluIDMLEOMINS MIBCMN).

/ | \ (I®MIQIDE WP
<

20@2], 2014
20@2] 02, 2014, AN AMOVA
ailatt@o: GNMIMI-AVYHIWIHNS 0} IANEEHINAG doeIeISe
OWD.44:21-28, V.6, GOOD.11:13-24, GWIa0.2:1-11
20@2a] 09, 2014, ag)a].af)o.ag)aV. MOVA
aflaH®@o: ¥2)ELMIANAN (B
OaVE.13:1-9, V81130, CWI0.1:5-10, DBEH6D.1:40-45
@0@2] 16, 2014, B)AN0 EHIVA

QilaHWo: SHHABN)AN (A1AV®)
D©3a].4:8-16, MVU1.25, GOOQ.5:6-11, ABOHHNI.2:1-12

20@2] 23, 2014, MOLI00 MOVA
afllat@o: ALI1B:A1BN}AN (1T
0a0000.2:14-23, TVH1.87, anleil. 1:1-21, OOM2.15:21-28

20@2] 30, 2014, @60 ENOVA

ailavo: an:oﬂlgﬁmg(m (@lav )
al)0.3:1-10, qUE»1.82, NLID.5:1-12, LI)OHHO.13:10-17

1)



cnOMNIHa} @PYWIMID: (2SI

M aldal., GRANMN af)(NIaNI0

“mleEBUBHe) DMIW)o B0) OMVo &)S] MI(MECD BRYW)  )BS).
@R@W)o HOIMROWV] &HFlam) MIEBBB)OS GOOWo”.  BAIHSOIOS
DD QBN HUS (V0Aila MOMWVBE MHAN BPMIBY:A MMV ®I3aMm
GEOUIl @YaNODO BMIo HFlBHIOD® @YW @ROR)MORM AlOWS,
@O EONOMIM) AMO HISIV®IV] eIV MEPS GEIU]
arlenz)o al@lEUOWM MSOMIWER]0Ud (OMBI$210H0) GUoaHo) MY
GOOWO aldeS DMOCIVMOW] &HeNE). M) WINOAMAAIW] MSMN B®)
MVoRAINJEM). (aldy@] afl&lONENI0)0S BIHWVIT aF®) CGOINMTIM)o
aQaeil alaaLAdEM.

MORN) BMOo BHHEMo & $lde)Id - G(30a0]
2)aM) BMOo BHHUEMo &S1He)AId - GOl
©6EN3) GO0 BAHEMO & SlH6)AINd - G_oUll
B0) GMOo BHHEMO B $PlH6)0Id - elwleldp)

GOINIWINMHS @RYCOIWY BadTVI@EBS)o B1dreI0W) o
2@ I®Ien88 qVAVI0a000QI)0 DalQIOIVAN0 OMN.  GMIMI
@REROANT) BSHHUEMAIM af)M) ‘LN GBS0 OS (alTIMIWIWOW
al)G2a0I®3 alOGOMIMT3 BRYO) CHHUBHHOIM? GBRED TVAWO Od»0a])
WO SA alldlON@OX] ald@d, @5, M0afl, OMY), aleAVOO
@)568Bl001 OGalAUIHNEMO af)IM) alOOMIGRII? BHHUIMOTM DSB
@O (H21H01EN)0.  AULHHUBBUB alLIM)o HHIRIDHHIRIEBSG3
0e10a109180)a1cel?  aldHlayIGld:8)o MSVBHINS EBHUEMO
OAUSIW)IMIENE.  alGE:H QlGQIGAGIWIW AMaHYEMI? @RAIM) ML)
GMO0o BHUEMO GAleMo, MM GaldLl)o Gald®d. GMIMUMIaHCIEHOMB
MLORLIRLI @®OM. @D EMOMI} MIGHUWO oA CMISOMIGI
m)seBlomosm.  @REIAIOM AIlHMBS)EN)AI0M AMYaHLOUGO00
02IT® MINOS §OBA @MNOIM CMIGHIW GMOIMI @EAIMAINY
SPlIM)MVGa] BMOBNE:. GOIWo UalEN0, BRYEVINYo AUABRUIES)o,
3130L10®)  Jo DENBIG:Y0. MO alLIV)NSWIo BRMIBAINEM. @RED,
@RYEROAIOG EaldaUEMOMIM)0, RZOMMV]E: DLITVEIM)0, V0OOTG]E:
COONUWDRAMABIM)0 af)Llo0 DBB agm;eﬂ@oaﬁ BMOMU)0, HalAIdIVAI)0
(10B@NM®Yo G2I3M)88 RIAUMOIM].  TVEMBano CAINE MEM!

(#Sq]0s: @).aVlago NRSSFIB, o@afl@d 2008)

)




An Attitude of Praise

Bejoy Peter

In Old Testament times the people of God brought animal sacrifices to
the temple. These sacrifices pointed to the great sacrifice of Jesus, the Lamb
of God on the cross of Calvary. Now no more sacrifices for sin is left. The
only sacrifice that we are asked to continually bring to God is praise (Hebrews
13:5).

Praising God comes from a thankful heart. We are commanded to give
thanks in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). It is not easy in difficult
situations in life. Yet if we choose an attitude of praise, God will help us to
walk confidently in spite of the troubles that surround us.

Praising God helps us to see life's situations from God's perspective. As
Corrie ten Boom used to point out, we often look at things as if seeing them
from the underside of an embroidered cloth. The different coloured threads
make no sense when seen from the underside. But when we have an attitude
of praise, God helps us to see our life from his side. We see from there a
beautiful pattern emerge.

Praising God enables us to worship him better. As we read the book of
Revelation we see heaven open and there is a thundering sound of praise of
multitudes. We hear shouts of Hallelujah. We hear cries of Holy, Holy, Holy
resounding. We hear "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain." There is no
moment when heaven does not sound with praise. Therefore an attitude of
praise enables us to have our hearts prepared to worship God acceptably.

Praising God pours out God's joy into our hearts. This joy is given by
the Holy Spirit. And that brings God's presence near to us. The classic story
of Paul and Silas in prison singing and praising God is an example. When
persecuted, they responded with praise. This attitude of praise resulted in
an entire household coming to know Jesus and Luke records that the jailer
was filled with joy (Acts 16:34).

Praising God brings the power of God to operate in our lives in a mighty
way. There are strongholds like the walls of Jericho in our hearts. When God
asks us to conquer these, he also is asking us to use the weapon of praise. It
was only when praise brought down the walls that the Israelites were able
to rush in. These walls can be negative habits, sinful attitudes, a judgemental
spirit etc. A constant attitude of praise will change a person's negative traits
completely.
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Praising God, as a final thought, is the one way to be unafraid of the
future. When we praise God we are really acknowledging that God is in
absolute control of our lives even when there are times we fail to understand
his plans for our lives. An attitude of praise takes away the worry of thefuture
from our lives and we learn to enjoy the present moment.

Praising God, moreover, is one way to experience the redemption of
God in our lives. For we make several mistakes in our lives. As we maintain
an attitude of praise God redeems the mistakes we have made in our lives.
Of course, we face the consequences of our mistakes. At the same time the
grace of God becomes sufficient in our lives and ultimately God will bring
good out of the seeming evil.

Therefore the next time you say Hallelujah or Praise the Lord let it not
be just from the lips and let it not be just from the heart; but let it be with
your whole being. When burdens press and troubles crush your hearts why
not try to meditate on the greatness of our God and start praising him. The
burdens will lift and the joy of God will flood in!

A Lenten Reflection

Give up complaining--focus on gratitude.
Give up pessimism--become an optimist.
Give up harsh judgments--think kindly thoughts.
Give up worry--trust Divine Providence.

Give up discouragement--be full of hope.

Give up bitterness--turn to forgiveness.

Give up hatred--return good for evil.

Give up negativism--be positive.

Give up anger--be more patient.

Give up pettiness--become mature.

Give up gloom--enjoy the beauty that is all around you.
Give up jealousy--pray for trust.

Give up gossiping--control your tongue.

Give up sin--turn to virtue.

Give up giving up--hang in there!
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Poem

The Cross

Juliet Josephus

The Cross on which My Saviour died
Is a symbol of sacrifice,

He gave His life upon the Cross,
Bearing the sin of all Mankind.

Oh what love was proclaimed that day,
A sinless God died to save me;

The awesome love of God was seen:
Sent His own Son to die for me.

No historical claim there be
Of such love shown by another;
Glorious ,unselfish love of God,
Sent My Saviour to die for me.

No more do | bear any sin,

He bore it on the Cross for me,
The pain He bore,the agony,

Just to save a sinner like me.

Ev'n today the world experience,
The love of God seen on the Cross,
His precious Blood had to be Shed,
The once-for-all sacrifice done.

The washing with His divine Blood
Hath cleansed me from the taint of sin,
That sin which tainted all mankind,
Leading to loss of Paradise.

None other could have borne it all:
The scourge,the lashes,crown of thorns,

The nail-piercing pain, how awesome!
Endured all for me, even me.

The Cross once a symbol of shame,
Now a symbol of victory;

Through the Cross | can reach again,
Almighty God who gave me life.

The One who hung upon the Cross
Was none but the Son of this God,
Jesus Christ bore the brunt of sin,
Removed the stain of sin from Man.

The Cross declares the finished work,
For which the Saviour came to die,
It is finished!" He did cry out

When on the Cross He gave His life.

[t means no more sin | carry,

Jesus nailed them all on the Cross,
It means | know where | shall go
When my race here on earth is run.

No more death a fright'ning event,
The grave cannot hold my freed soul,
For though they laid Him in the tomb,
The tomb could not hold Jesus in.

Victorious over Death and Hell,

He's seated now at God's right Hand
From whence He shall come to take us,
All who believe and work for Him.

"He does the most for God's great world
who does the best in his own little world"
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Trust in the Lord - Dear Students

Arul John Ebenezer

The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up by sea waves on a small
uninhabited island. He trusted God and prayed fervently to rescue him from
the Island, but nothing happened. Being exhausted, he managed to build a
little hut to stay and store his few possessions.

A few days passed, one day after scavenging for food on the islands, he was
back to his hut, and found his little hut in flames and smoke rolling up to the
sky. Seeing that the worst happened, he was stunned with grief, anger and
cried "God, how could you do this to me?" Crying a lot the man fell asleep,
exhausted and broken.

Early the next day, he awakened to see a ship approaching the island to
rescue him. He was so astonished and asked the captain "How did you know
that | am here? The caption replied "we saw your smoke signal”

Dear children, this reminds all of us that we should not get discouraged and
lose heart when our situations go wrong even after strong prayers and hard
work. God is at work in our life, even in the midst of pain, sufferings and
disappointments. "A burning hut may simply be a smoke signal to summon
God's grace”

Dear Children in Christ,”

Some of you are going to finish the exams and planning for the future stud-
ies and some preparing for the exams. We all pray that the Grace of God be
with all the students, especially during the exam days/ for the plans for higher
studies.

Dear children, use your study time and talents in a wise and useful way. To
achieve high success in the life; pray regularly, work hard and be confident in
God. It has been noted that, some students lack faith in God and self confi-
dence and develop exam fear. This leads to low outcome. Please do not lose
faith and self confidence.

Who will have low esteem and less self confidence? One who does not trust
in the mighty power of the Lord, not working hard, not sincere to the pur-
pose and not effectively managing the time given by God.

So, if you accomplished the studies with prayer, faith and sincerity, no need
to be dismayed about your further admissions and future life. The Lord knows
what is right for you, more than anyone in this world. To receive the right
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choice of the Lord in your life you may need to bear the cross of patience
and wait for the Lord's time.

As you read in the incident in the beginning, a smoke signal arranged by the
Lord at the right time will grace your life.

Read the Bible, get confidence in God's power, pray, plan your time effec-
tively, work hard, study in advance and leave the rest to God. Surely, you will
experience God's protection and guidance throughout your lifeRead the fol-
lowing Bible verses and receive confidence and faith in the Lord.

Proverbs 3;26 - For the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot
from being snared.

1st John 3; 21,22 says If our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence
before God and receive from him any thing we ask, because we obey his
commands and do what pleases Him.

2 Thessalonians 3 ;4 We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and
will continue to do the things we command.

Wish you all the best™
GOD BLESS YOU

e —=—— e S

TrustintheLOVd
withail your heart;
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THE MYSTERY OF THE CROSS

Manoj Ebenezer

Why did Jesus die on the cross? For our salvation, the Christian would
immediately answer. But why was the cross necessary for our salvation?
How does the death of Jesus on the cross save us? What did Jesus accomplish
by his death on the cross that could not be accomplished in any other way
or by anyone else? These questions lead us to the very heart of our faith,
and we end up with the mystery of the cross: ‘mystery’ not in the modern
sense of an unsolved ‘whodunit’, but in the Bible’s sense of ‘something hidden
so far, but now revealed to a chosen few’ (in Malayalam we would say
marmmam). Down the centuries, Christian thinkers have tried to plumb
the depths of this mystery, and come up with many precious truths.

The starting point, without which nothing makes sense, is that we are
sinners, all of us. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom.
3:24) — there is in all of us a tendency to do evil, an inclination to wrong
choices and actions. Because God is holy, our sin creates a separation, a
rift, between us and God. “Your iniquities have separated you from your
God; your sins have hidden his face from you” (Isaiah 59:2). We are sinners:
it is not just that we commit specific sins (as many religions teach) but because
there is a deep rooted flaw within us, resulting in alienation from God. It is
the condition in which we are born. And the wages of sin is death and hell,
the ultimate and irreversible separation from God.

In the Bible sin is always presupposed as the universal human condition,
the reason for all the evils in the world. This is a very distinct understanding
of man’s condition, one which no other religion or ideology offers. From
the Christian point of view, sin is the disease we are suffering from. All our
problems — lying, stealing, murder, immorality (personal problems) or
injustice, poverty, inequality, discrimination...(social problems) are symptoms
of the disease. Progress in education, high standards of morality, enacting
progressive laws, ensuring equal distribution of wealth — all these human
attempts as solutions to our problems, though good in themselves, are
doomed to fail ultimately in so far as they ignore the root cause of human
problems, which is sin. The reason a Christian finds ideologies like, say,
Marxism, unsatisfactory is that they seek to address the symptoms (inequality
of wealth, exploitation, class struggle, what have you) but fail to recognize,
much less treat, the root cause - the disease - which is sin. We cannot cure
this condition, we cannot save ourselves. What we claim is that Jesus saves
humans from sin by his death on the cross.

The mystery of the cross has been expressed in many different images,
and no one picture is big enough to hold all of it:
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The cross is a Sacrifice

“He offered sacrifice for our sins. And where did he find that offering,
the pure victim that he would offer? He offered himself, in that he could find
no other.” (Augustine)

In the Old Testament, God provided for sin to be atoned (covered) by
the sacrifice of animals. The principle was that sin deserves death of the
sinner, but it is covered by the death of an animal in his place. Because the
blood represents life, shedding of blood by sacrifice makes atonement (“For
the life of a creature is in the blood, and | have given it to you to make
atonement for yourselves on the altar” - Lev. 17:11). Such atonement
requires a priest (the mediator between the sinner and God), a sacrificial
animal (such as a lamb) and an altar on which to offer sacrifice
(See Lev. 4:27-31).

“Look! The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John
1:29). Jesus on the cross was our high priest, mediating between us and
God and offering the sacrifice of atonement, but the sacrificial lamb was he
himself. “Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many” (Heb.
9:26). The Old Testament sacrifices only prefigured his perfect and final
sacrifice, which does not need repetition. “He is the atoning sacrifice for
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world”

(1 John 2:2).

The theme of sacrifice is related to the idea of propitiation. It means
appeasing God’s wrath, his hostility towards sin. God himself provided the
propitiation, the sacrifice of atonement (Rom. 3:25). Sacrifice satisfies God’s
righteous indignation against sin (in the Old Testament sacrifices this was
symbolised by burning up the offering). Jesus on the cross burned in the
fierce anger of God against sin, so that he cried out, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46).

The objection is raised that the idea of sacrifice, shedding of blood,
and propitiating God’s wrath are crude and primitive. But this is a universal
truth that all ancient religions recognise, the need for sacrifice (in Malayalam
we would say kuruthi or yagam) to appease God, to gain access to God by
turning away his wrath. All the animal sacrifices pointed to Christ’s sacrificial
death on the cross. God, being the righteous one, is intolerant of evil (Psalm
7:11). God is angry at sin, not at us — he loves us in spite of our sin, and he
himself provided the sacrifice (Gen 22:8).

The Cross is a Victory

“Its central theme is the idea of the Atonement as a Divine conflict and
victory; Christ - Christus Victor — fights against and triumphs over the evil
powers of the world, the “tyrants” under which mankind is in bondage and
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suffering, and in Him God reconciles the world to Himself.” (Gustaf Aulen,
Swedish Lutheran bishop and theologian).

We were held captive by sin and Satan and Jesus ransomed us. We
were slaves to sin and Jesus redeemed us. Both those words, ‘redemption’
and ‘ransom’, are used throughout the Bible of what God does for his people.
The Israelites were slaves in Egypt, and God redeemed them from bondage
(Exodus 6:6). Many centuries later they were taken as captives to Babylon,
and again God redeemed them (Jer. 31:11). These events prefigure what
Jesus did for us.

The theme of redemption includes several related ideas:

Slavery or captivity. Someone (Satan) or something (sin) more powerful
than ourselves is holding us captive. The end result of this captivity is death
and hell.

Ransom or blood-money. A sum of money is paid, or a person (Jesus)
is handed over by a powerful one (God) to the captor in order to set us
free, to save us.

Redemption or salvation. We are liberated from slavery, set free from
our captor, saved from our desperate situation.

Jesus himself declared that he came “...to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Mark 10:45). 1 Timothy 2:6 says he “gave himself as a ransom for all
people.” 1 Cor 6:20 reminds us, “You were bought at a price.” The price
that Jesus paid to redeem us from bondage to sin was his own blood (“you
were redeemed...with the precious blood of Christ” - 1 Peter 1:18, 19). To
make the imagery more modern, we are like weak people kidnapped by a
powerful gangster (Satan) who is going to take us captive to his cave (hell),
but our Father offers Jesus as a ransom to rescue us. So on the cross (the
meeting point where the ransom was paid), Satan thinks he has got Jesus
captive, he thinks he’s got a good bargain and lets us go, he thinks he can
take Jesus to his ‘cave’, to death and hell, (that's why the Apostle’s Creed
says ‘he descended to the dead’ — see 1 Peter 3:19) but Jesus bursts open
the grave and rises from the dead in triumph, leaving Satan powerless, leaving
death destroyed, leading the captives out in a triumphal procession as the
victorious King. Jesus’ ascension into heaven therefore means that he has
gone up to sit on the throne.

This was how the early Christians understood the cross, they took sin
and death and Satan seriously, and gloried in the triumph of Jesus by his
death and resurrection. Paul the apostle wrote, “having disarmed the powers
and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them
by the cross” (Col. 2:15). We can picture death and Satan as gangsters
captured, disarmed, bound and led in public, and all this was accomplished
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by Jesus’ death on the cross, which outwardly looks like defeat! The early
Church (before it split into Catholic and Orthodox and later on, Protestant)
continued this New Testament belief in Jesus’ death on the cross a victory
over all the powers of evil. They always spoke of the death, resurrection
and ascension of Jesus as parts of one event.

Up from the grave He arose,

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes

He arose a Victor from the dark domain,

And He lives forever with His saints to reign...

The cross is a Satisfaction

*To sin is to fail to render to God what God is entitled to...Anyone
who fails to render this honour to God, robs God of that which belongs to
God, and thus dishonours God...Everyone who sins ought to render back
to God the honour he has taken away, and this is the satisfaction which
every sinner ought to make to God.” (Anselm of Canterbury, 11™ century)

In the Middle Ages, theologians started leaving ‘Christ the Victor’ theme
for a more philosophical approach that saw sin as an offense or insult to
God’s honour or majesty. Because it is a dishonour to the sovereign King
of all mankind, it cannot be simply overlooked or forgiven as if it is a personal
offense. A proper satisfaction (in Malayalam we say parihaaram) has to be
provided. Only God himself has the ability to make the satisfaction, but we,
the offenders, are the ones who need to do it — so God became man and
offered himself on the cross.

The criticism that this view was based on medieval notions of feudal
honour and methods of satisfaction led to the 17" century Protestant
Reformers returning to the New Testament and modifying the picture from
that of a royal court to that of a court of law. Rather than an insult to God’s
honour, sin is a breaking of God’s law, and the penalty is death (Rom. 6:23).
God is the Judge of all the earth, and his justice needs to be satisfied. The
cross is the place where God’s condemnation of sin is displayed, and there
God himself takes our place and bears our punishment because we cannot
do it. “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
for us” (Gal. 3:13).

The theme of satisfaction of God’s justice or righteousness is closely
bound with the idea of substitution. Jesus took our sins and punishment
on the cross, died the death we deserve. “He was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities, the punishment that brought
us peace was on him...” (Isaiah 53:5). “What took place is that the Son of
God fulfilled the righteous judgement on us human beings by himself taking
our place as a human being, and in our place undergoing the judgement
under which we had passed” (Karl Barth).
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Many objections are raised to this view: 1. Why can't God simply
forgive? The answer is that God’s righteousness is part of his nature and
God cannot act out of character. Even we exclaim when we hear of some
crime that the offender should be punished. 2. Why should somebody else
suffer for me, and how can my sins, which are a part of me, be transferred
to someone else? The answer is that we were “in Christ” when he bore our
sins, and Christ is “in” us when he clothes us in his righteousness. Substitution
is one angle, the other angle is participation (being in Christ, like a baby is
in the mother’s womb): we participate in Christ’s death and resurrection
(Romans 6:1-10). 3. Is God not some kind of cosmic child abuser, to treat
the Son this way? The answer is that it is not as if God demanded punishment
and the Son intervened to take it; Jesus is one with the Father (John 14:10);
“God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:19).

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered, Was all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine was the transgression, But Thine the deadly pain.
Lo! Here | fall, my Saviour! 'Tis | deserve Thy place;

Look on me with Thy favour, Vouchsafe to me Thy grace.

The love of God

The cross is an act of God'’s love toward us, but not in the sentimental
way we often think. Alister McGrath writes, “The insight ‘God is love’ may
easily be misunderstood as a timeless eternal truth. But the cross reveals
the love of God as an action, rather than as an eternal truth or principle.
‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son..” (John 3:16). We
were in eternal danger of perishing and God acted to save us by the cross.
That is why it is love (1 Jn 3:16) — like a father rushing into a burning house
to rescue his child. Jesus died on the cross because of his love but it was not
in order to show love, any more than the father rushed into the flames with
the purpose of showing love. No, he was already showing love in so many
other ways, but here he was rushing to the rescue seeing the danger, putting
his love into action. In other words, the cross was inevitable, it was precious,
it actually accomplished something — our deliverance, our salvation. As an
act of love, it prompts a grateful response from us.

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing, so divine

Demands my soul, my life, my all.

*

"The very fact of a Christian being here, and not in heaven is a proof
that some work awaits him" - William Arnol.
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Circle Prayer - March 2014

os03-2014  Kowdiar Circle 1722 Mr.G. Devadas Kuravankonam
Toesday  Uloor Circle 1792 Mr. D. Jimmy Kochulloor
7-03-2014 Nanthancode Circle 1303 Mr. Y. Chrisiudas Nanihancode
Friday Vazhuthacaud Circle 1638 Mr. P. Wilson Poojappura
11-03-2014  Muttada Circle 1168  Dr. Sajesv Samuel Rose Mannanihala
Tuesday  Ambalamukku 1703  Dr. Raghunath Raj Kudappanakkunnu
14-03-2014 Charachira 1830  Mr. T. Chellappan Charachira
|Fday  LMS- Palzyam 1432 Mr.G. Thomas Meads Lane
18-03-2014 Edappazhany 1785  Mr. Arun Wilson Edappazhanj
Tuesday  Nandancode 1732 Mrs. Lalitha Jayakumar ~ Nalanda
01032014 Kowdiar 1891 Mr. Edwin Joseph Roy Jawahar Nagar
|Friday  Pattom Circle 1733 Dr. Ofiver Robertson Pattom
25-03-2014 Charachira 1805 Dr. Vinu A. Thomas Charachira
Tuesday  LMS Palayam 253 Mrs. Selesna Bai Museum Bains Compound
28-03-2014  Muttada Circle 729 . T. Jayakumar Alfred TKD Road
[Friday  Nanthencode 1666 Mr.E.CFisher Tharkarsj  Nanthencode
l
01042014 Vazhuthacaud 738 Mr. Shaj Martin Womens College Lane
Toesday  Thycawd 1448 Dr. Justin Jose Karamana

042014 Charachira 1935  [r. Abraham Ashok Charachira
Frﬂay LMS Palayam 652 Mr. M. Stanfley Nanadavanam
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EVENTS upto 16-02-2014

Crossed Jordan to be with the Lord
SI.No Family No Members

1 165 Mrs. Lizzy E Raj
TC 4/261, HsNo-32, Ambala Nagar,
Kowdiar PO., TVM 3
Died on 03-02-2014

2 1778 Mrs. Litzal M
Blessing, Hs No-B24,
Meads Lane,Palayam, TVM 34
Died on 07-02-2014

Baptism
SI.LNo Family No Name Date of Baptism
1 1412 Mr. Sujeesh George 19-01-2014
2 1412 Ms. Susha S George 19-01-2014
3 1232 Mr. Ajay M John 30-01-2014
4 1232 Mr. Abey Antony M 30-01-2014

We welcome these new families joined by Marriage
SINo Family No Name Date of Marriage

1 2072 Er. Anil John Titus & Meera Jasmin 12-02-2014
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The aim of this Bible Quiz is to promote reading
of the Bible. This month's questions are selected
from Acts of the Apostles (NIV) chapters 10 to
18. Acts was written by Luke the physician who
had accompanied Paul in his missionary journeys.
These nine chapters contain the first mass con-
version of gentiles and connected issues and the
first two missionary journeys of Paul. So kindly read through chapters 10 to
18 before attempting this quiz.

Each answer has to be accompanied with the relevant verse (refer-
ence). The answers can be written either in English or Malayalam and have
to be submitted before 14th of every month either at the MM Church Office
or can be emailed to churchvoice@gmail.com
1. Where did Barnabas go to look for Saul?

Who did Paul refer to as 'child of the devil”?

What was Lydia's occupation?

Who did the people at Lystra call as Zeus?

. Which place had an altar with the inscription ' TO AN UNKNOWN
GOD"

6. Who accompanied Barnabas after his sharp disagreement and separa-
tion with Paul?

7. What was Paul's occupation?

8. Who saw the vision of a man of Macedonia?

9. Where did John leave Paul and his companions?

10. Who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch?

agrwd

List of people who had submitted the right answers along with the refer-

ence 6. Preetha John

1. lolly Irene G. 7. Dr. Preethi Davidson

2. PR. Prema Kumar 8. Noel Edwin & Lena Edwin
3. Johitha L. Joy 9.  Premila Janelet Sylam

4.  Annie Liz Manuel 10. Mahil Ajith

5. Grace Ammal V. 11. Shireen Evangeline Ross

Correct answers to the quiz on Acts 1-9
1. Prophet Joel 2:16,17 6. "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." 7:60

2. Beautiful 3:2 7. A city in Samaria 8:5

3. Theudas 5:36 8. House of Judas on Straight Street 9:11
4. Three months 7:20 9. Matthias 1:26

5. Solomon 7:47 10. Peter said to Simon 8:23
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