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stand fast therefore, =) ;- oy :;r“"‘“
and be not held again in a yoke of bondage” -+
(Galatians 5:1)




Dr. JOAN FELICITA SAMSON was awarded a
prestigious International Travel- Fellowship by the
American Academy of Dermatology. She was invited to
report the first-ever case of “Cutaneous Sarcoidosis in
H.LV. patient on HAART Therapy” at the 70" Annual
Meeting of the American Academy of Dermatology
held at San Diago on 18" March 2012. Since the
inception of this award 30 years ago, this is the first

time India bags this achievement.

Dr. Joan, wife of Dr. G.K. Libu (daughter of Dr. Samson Nessiah
and Dr. Thilaka Samson) is a member of our church and is working as
Assistant Professor of Dermatology in the Dr. S.M.C.S.l. Medical
College, Karakonam. The family is blessed with two sons: Joshua Sam
Libuand Joseph Sam Libu.

V.B.S. Qu@alNnauCmAs3Mo
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Editorial..................
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS

God’s goodness and kindness are
poured upon us, often when we do not
deserve them. Things go wrong and we pass
through a period of crisis. We may feel we
are all alone and God has rejected us. It
would occur as though we are not able to
enjoy the imminent presence of God in our
precarious situation. But, let us hold on and
remember the fact that Jesus our Master is
still in our boat. When we are recovered from
our troubles, we are able to look back and
catch a glimpse of how all things, including
our setbacks and disappointments, worked
together for good to us (Romans 8:28).

When we pass through sorrow or
tragedy and when we feel the hurt and pains,
still a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
would rejoice and confess “Great is Thy
faithfulness.”

“Because of the Lord’s great love we
are not consumed, for His compassions
never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness”

(Lamentations 3: 22-23)

This is the confidence that we have
that God knows all about our situation and
will do something about it because He cares
for us and is committed to our well-being.
God is in control of our lives and therefore let
us yield to His faithfulness and love. His loving
- kindness accompanies us step by step in
all our circumstances. If only we would have
eyes for them!

Christenson E. Sarasam
Editor
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The Presbyter Speaks....

Theme of the Year :
(‘Pastoral Ministry in the Urban Context’)
“Empowering the congregation for God’s Mission”

Dearly beloved in Christ,

Hearty greetings to you all in the matchless and most Holy,
risen Lord’s name!

Golden verse of the month:

"And oppress not the widow nor the fatherless the stranger, nor the
poor and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your Heart.”
(Zechariah 7:10)

“allwalnVo @PMILNHM®)o alEC3UINVWI0 BA1BHMW)o
allwlala00)d; ®MEEalcd @R @O AVEANIGOHIF CMOO
aN\GROMIG3 G3daHo MI)aild®)o @ROY®). (HAVAIBYIOI) 7:10)

It was shocking to hear about the Natural Calamities in Indonesia due
to the earthquake and Tsunami. Its repercussions were also felt in Kerala.
| reminded me, the words of T.S. Eliot. He says,

“April is the cruellest month breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain”

But after a while my memory was drawn to the prophecies of
Isaiah 24:19 & 20- The prophet says, "The earth is utterly broken down the
earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall
reel to and fro like a drunkard and shall be removed like a cottage; and the
transgression there of shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise
again” In Isaiah 1:4 also tells about the sinful nature of the people of Israel,
who have forsaken the Lord. The almighty God wants them to “Lean to do
well seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for
the widow” Isaiah 1:17. In the same manner through prophet Zecheriah
God asks his people to do the same. Here the Lord says, “Let none of you
imagine evil against his brother in your heart.” If the people are to enjoy the
blessings promised to them they need to put away the disobedient heart
that characterised their fathers and brought them punishment. They are to
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learn the fundamental principles that obedience of the heart is better than
the observance of retrials (1:4-6, 7:4-14)

Zechariah was a priest as well as a prophet who prophesied between
520 to 518 B.C. The word Zehariah means “The Lord remembers.” God
remembers his people and gave them occasions to return from their
drawbacks. Only a remnant, however, returned and it is to this remnant
that God declares His future dealings with Israelist and with the people of
God in other nations. The Meriah’s kingdom will regain their peace and
prosperity (8:1-14:21) as per the missions of the prophet. (1:7- 2:13)

There are three major facts included in this prophecy. They are: The
calling of the people to repentance (1:1-6), The comforting of the people
through the visions (1:7- 6: 15), The coming to the people of a Mossianic
Deliverance (7:1-14:21). This is related to Christ which are found in symbol
like “the Branch” (3:8, 6:12). The king priest (6:13), The True Shepherd
(11:4-112). The triumphal entry (9:9). The betrayal (11:12). The Death (12:10)
The Second coming and the kingdom (14:1-4, 16-21).

“Let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart” is the
core essence of the Gospel that the feelings of Messiah represents. Itis a
sigma of freedom with responsibility. Because the Lord has delivered his
people from bondage and he stands forever and he has chosen his people
to show his mercy and grace. This is a kind of human relationship based
on mutual trust and respect (Mat. 5:43-48). It will bring the transformation
of structures in the society, the real sigma of self discipline and Vicarious
life. Jesus says have your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your
strength and love your neighbour (brother/sister) as yourself. There is no
other world order in the human history that has stood the test of time, to
these we commit us and our generation.

World Labourers Day:- May Ist is observed as the International Labourer’'s
Day. Jesus, the Saviour of the World called the people to have rest and
peace (Mat. 11:28) because He is a working God. In Genesis 2:2 we read
“By the 7th day God had finished the work. He had been doing; so on the
7th day He rested from all His work. And God blessed the 7th day and
made it holy because on that day He rested from all the work of creation “If
any would not work neither should he eat.”

John Apostle and Evangelist:- St. John the Evangelist is styled as, the
beloved disciple of Christ. The Greeks called him “the Divine”. He was a
Galilien, the son of Zebedee and Salome and the younger brother of St.
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James the Great (Joh 21: 20-25). He is the youngest of the twelve apostals.
May 6th is observed as “St. John’s Day.”

Mother’s Day:- The Second Sunday of May is considered as the Mother’s
Day. This day the people all around the world especially in “United states”
set apart to show their love and concern towards their mothers. May 13th
is the Second Sunday, in which we thank God for our Mothers.

Ascension Day:- The ascension of Jesus Christ is one of the greatest
events in the life of the church May 14th is set apart for the historic event
of Ascension. The Lordship of Jesus Christ is revealed at the time of
Ascension (Lk: 24:50-53).

*  Pentecost Sunday is important in the Christian calendar, which comes
on 27th of May (Acts. 2:1-13). this Divine intervention had united the church
with the gift of Holy Spirit of the church of Christ.

Rev. Isaac Paul Singh and his family:- As | mentioned in the previous
issue Isaac Paul Singh Achan and his family (Rachel Kochamma and
Aphia their daughter) ministered us for the last five blessed years. This
family is leaving us to take up the new assignment in the “Ministry among
the children” of our Diocese. Let us thank God for their dedicated and
meaningful ministry in both wholistic and Holistic manners with the special
attention to our youngsters and children. He has given his missionary zeal
to build up our Salem mission field with medical and educational ministries.
Let us pray that their future ministry will be a blessing to the children in our
congregation and in the Diocese.

Remember to pray for the new presbyter Rev. Sunin Spenzer and his
family, who are going to come in our ministry team.

May the grace and guidance of our Lord and Saviour the Good Shepherd
be with us in the days to come.

With warm regards and prayers.
Vincent Achan

HIVIS FANCY SALE 2012

8 A.M., Sunday, 27th May - TIM Hall

inadof CHERAPPALLY CHURCH, Irincha District construction

The congregation at Cherappally consist of 21 families who came to Christ by the evangelistic work
of the HMS since 2004. Foundation for a church building for the congregation was laid in 2011.

Contributeliberdly! HMS Secretary |




From the Secretary’s desK........cc.cccuue.e Q
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Dear Co- believers,
.

Let us join together in thanking the Almighty God for

sustaining us happy and healthy during the first quarter of ?
2012. We are now in the hot summer. Children are enjoying their holidays.
Guide them to spend the time usefully.

Though we were all threatened by the earth quake at Indonesia,
subsequent Tsunami- threat and the mild tremors in our locality, thank
God, the whole episode passed off uneventfully without causing any
catostrophic.

We should appreciate the organisers and teachers of the Vacation
Bible School for sparing their time and energy for the three hundred children
who attended to V.B.S. The Children’'s Camp conducted on 23, 24" and
25" of April at the Marthoma Study Centre by our Sunday School, under
the leadership of Rev. K. Isaac Paul Singh, was a real blessing to the
children who participated.

A team of our members visited the Kalrayan mission- field towards the
end of March. The medical - camp conducted by them attracted about 650
persons. Our hearty thanks to the doctors and others who participated in
the trip and also to Mr. Jai Thilaka who donated Rs. 1,500 for purchase of
medicines. A permanent clinic has started functioning there, manned by a
nurse.

The passion- week programme was well organised by the Gospel Band.
“The cup”- Agrand “Easter Song Service” was conducted in our church by
the choir, on the Easter day. It was very well attended and the high standard
of music was appreciated by one and all. All the credit goes to Mr. Prem
Chand Johnson, Dr. Ebenezer J. Dev and M/s Jyothi Satyaness and Amarnath
. Paul.

We will be missing Rev. K. Isaac Paul Singh who is under orders of
transfer, having completed his tenure of five years of sincere and dynamic
service in our church, which was appreciated by each and every member of
the congregation. Atchen and his family were given a “Farewell” on the 29"
of April after the 8:00 a.m. service. May God bless Atchan and his family
more and more!

We are thankful to Mrs. Susan Edwards who donated Rs. 15,000 for
starting an Endowment fund, the interest from which is to be utilized for
medical - aid to the aged.

Finance Campaign has already started under the leadership of our
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Accountant Mr. Jayakumar Alfred and our pastors, for the construction of
the “M.M. Church Centenary Memorial Church” at Kuravankonam. All are

requested to co-operate whole-heartedly.

25 persons were confirmed and joined the Holy communion on 22-4-2012.
The following financial aids have been sanctioned in the last church

committee meeting.

Financial -help:- Rs. 1,000 to Rtd. Evangelist Yesudas.

Marriage- help:-
(a) SijiSimon - Extended Home
(b) Remya S. - Nediyavila -
(c) SreejaDevi - Pappanamcode -
(d) SheebaV. - Moolakonam -
Medical - help:-

(a) Emy Stephen -
(b) Elsy - Palode -
(c) Shobin - Kalliyoor -
(d)Joy T. - Lenin Nagar -

(e) Son of Sheeba Dhas, Kottappuram -

(f) Anilkumar - Marayamuttam -

Rs.
Rs.
Rs.
Rs.

Rs.
Rs.
Rs.
Rs.
Rs.
Rs.

5,000/-
2,500/-
2,500/-
5,000/-

1,000/-
1,000/-
500/-
10,000/-
5,000/-
5,000/-

It was resolved to release Rs. 25,000/- in support of the Refugee -
Orphans’ Hostel at Orissa, from the Orissa Relief Fund.

May God console the bereaved members of the families of Smt. Retna
Bai and Shri.S Vijaya Raj, who were called to eternal rest!

Dr. Samson Nessiah
Church Secretary

OWN A LAND IN THE BEST RESIDENTIAL AREA OF TRIVANDRUM

10 cents of residential land @ Y.M.R Junction, between
Nanthencode and Kuravankonam - behind Jerusalem Marthoma
Church. Plot on the by -lane adjacent to the church. Expected price
18 lacs per cent. Interested genuine buyers only need contact.

Ph no: +91 99447118118




A Call to Come Out

Prof. James Stewart

JESUS, grief-stricken, stood in the parching sun, his eyes full and
over-flowing. The crowd, tensed to their toes, could not figure what was yet
to come. They had never seen the Master crying. It was four days after His
bosom friend Lazar had died and buried. The words of Mary resounded in
His mind: “This death would not have happened if you were here!” His
absence had caused the death of a friend he had loved so much. Jesus
had to make amends.

With all the love he had for his friend and his family, Jesus called out,
“Lazarus! Come out!” To the incredible amazement of all those stood
watching, Lazarus came out of his confinement of the tomb where he lay
dead and rotten for the last four days. Lazarus came back to life.

This unforgettable miracle we read in the Bible comes back with all
the emotional and spiritual significance when we have observed another
Easter. In the first incident Jesus made a dead person come back to life
with his sheer power of Godly love; whereas in his resurrection, Jesus
comes back to life because God has loved mankind so much to deliver
them from the tomb of their sins.

When we look at ourselves as we are today and at the world around
us, do we not feel that we ourselves are dead and stinking in our souls and
we are entombed in the sealed sepulchre of our vanity, arrogance, greed,
self indulgence, dishonesty, treachery, carnal pleasures desires and all
imaginable sinful actions? Do we not feel that the tomb we are caughtin is
unbreakable?

How did this happen to us? Were our parents not careful enough to
bring us up in the paths of righteousness? Did they not show us the right
path? How did we stray away ignoring the commands and warnings of the
Master. Was He at any time absent from our lives?

Do we not long to hear a call from the great deliverer to come

out of the tomb that encircles us?

(9)
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Where Do You Begin?

Remya Daniel (remyadaniel@rediffmail.com)

| always like to quote the Malayalam version of Proverbs 1:7: “Yehovah
Bhakthi Jnanathinte Arambhamakunnu”. The first time | heard the verse as
a teenager, it formed a meaning in my heart and to-date | believe in that
version of meaning. | believe that any work / deed / talent we perform, should
be first done for the praise of God and it will surely be the beginning of the
best.

Come to think of it, in fields | fell | have satisfactorily done, the first
time | did the same was at Sunday School. Be it Group Discussion -> my
first group members were Sunday School classmates; be it seminar-> my
first audience was again Sunday School Teacher and classmates; be it
hosting an event -> my first venue and event was a small stall in Sunday
School annual fancy sale; be it group singing-> my first onstage performance
was with Junior Choir; my first exam -> probably it must have been a
Sunday School exam; you name it -> skit, tableau, writing -> | can trace
my roots to Church. Interestingly, those things which | did not begin
from Church | have still not accomplished outside Church.

Such a thought might occur absurd to some, but | feel our forefathers
did think in same lines. Don’t you think the church festival was planned to
be celebrated in such a manner that we bring our first fruit to God and have
a year of plenty following? Don’t you think that Sunday School classes
were designed to begin in January so that kids have a wonderful academic
year from June? Don't you think we have Sunday School exams before the academic
final exams so that kids win the true exam? | believe so. Sometimes history may
say that such decisions were taken because of some other reason; but all
occurred because God planned so. Don'’t you also teach your kids first a
Bible verse before nursery rhymes?

Many may beg to differ from my opinion | have expressed here. Butin
one way or another | have met with setbacks in cases where | did not begin
with God. Knowingly or unknowingly the next time | went with God’s name
on my lips and | tasted success. Turn your life’'s leaves backwards,
everyone is sure to have roots of all your life successes with God.

After thought: | have always craved my article to be published in
school and college magazines. But it was never accomplished; not even
till now. Probably | should have started writing for Church Voice long back.
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Missionary Heart of God

Isaiah

In Acts 1 verse 8 the resurrected Jesus says to His faithful remnant
of about 120 believers: 2 “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The place
names are different but the mission is the same. If we are Christians we
are God's people. Do we really believe God has given us a mission to this
world? “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you” (Mat 28:19, 20).

Yet we are so often reluctant aren’t we? After all we've just been saved
out of the world; why would we want to go back to it? Church meetings are
so much safer than mixing it with the world. Christian friends are so much
easier to get along with than non-Christian friends. My Bible is so much
happier on the shelf at home than open on my desk at work! But if we truly
grasp the missionary heart of God, we can do nothing but go, can we?
Isaiah’s distant islands are just outside the door of the church: what excuse
do we have?

He gives them a message

So, God gives His people a mission. He also gives them a message.
We see what it is at the end of verse 19. They will proclaim my glory
among the nations (Is 66:19). God’s missionaries are to go to the nations,
who have not yet heard of Him or experienced Him, and they are to tell
them about His glory. Our message is about God’s glory. We are to be
witnesses to the sign that God has set among the nations: the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

He gives them the means

In verse 20 we see that He gives them the means to accomplish His
work. He says “bring these people in by any means possible!” As we saw,
they live in distant lands. So do what whatever it takes to bring them to
Jerusalem! God has given them horses, chariots, wagons, mules and
camels. They are to use them for God’s glory to bring people to him.

As New Testament Christians we know that not only are we already in
those distant lands, but the Jerusalem we are to bring people to is not the
physical earthly Jerusalem, It is the Jerusalem that is above (Gal 4:26).

So our means of bringing the people in probably no longer involve

(11)
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chariots, wagons, mules and camels. Nonetheless, the point still stands:
do what it takes to bring people to God by whatever means He has given
you! What means has God given you to bring people in? Has He put you
in an office surrounded by non-Christians? Fantastic, bring them in! Has
He put you at the school gate chatting with the other parents day in, day
out? Wonderful, use those contacts! Has He given you musical or artistic
or dramatic gifts; the ability to communicate? Use those gifts!

What means has God given you for proclaiming His glory to the nations?
Whatever it is, however humble it seems let’s be prepared to do what it
takes to bring people in by whatever means he has given us.

He gives them a motive

If we truly grasp the missionary heart of God it will change even the
way we worship God. This image that God gives us through Isaiah can
help us broaden our understanding of what it means to worship God. So
often we rightly long to bring something to God, don’t we? To give him
something back for what He’s done for us. But what can we offer him?
Isaiah encourages us that it is appropriate to consider those whom we
bring to the Lord as our offerings to him. Yes, we offer our own bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God (Rom 12:1). But we also offer to
Him the souls of those we bring. What better way to honour God for His
goodness to us than to bring to Him an offering of our friends, our families,
our colleagues?

God’s mission accomplished (v 21-24)

In verses 21-24 we see the reality of God’s mission accomplished.
First of all there will be complete equality between the Jews and the Gentiles
brought in. No longer will only the Levites be priests of God, but everybody
will have that kind of access to God. Through Isaiah God says | will select
some of them also to be Priests and Levites (Is. 66:21). But the staggering,
amagzing truth is greater even than this. Because of Jesus all God'’s people
can have equal access to him. That is, as Christians we are all priests and
Levites. As Peter says to the church, you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light
(I Pet 2:9). As promised, we will all be able to see the glory of God.

The second reality of God’s mission accomplished is a new place to
live for His people. This is what He is gathering them to. In Isaiah 66 verse
23 we see that the new creation will be a place where everyone can come
before God, no longer just the Israelites: all nations will have equal access
to God. And the worship will be continual and uninterrupted.

(12)

\—~/



Month after month, week after week our worship of God will be
uninterrupted by sin and rebellion as it is day after day in this world.

However, if all that is what God is gathering people to, Isaiah chooses
to end his book, as he chose to open it, on the much more sombre note of
what God is saving people from. Verse 24, And they will go out and look
upon the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not
die, nor will their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind
(Is. 66:24). Outside the new Jerusalem is a cemetery. We must never forget
that God's judgement on this world is inevitable. Anyone who has not come
to Christ as their Lord is a rebel against God: God will not let that rebellion
stand; His holiness will not tolerate the sinfulness of mankind.

Conclusion

We often pray in church for those who are sick or dying, hoping for
whatever reason to delay their entry into glory with God, but how often are
we pleading with God for the souls of our friends? If we really shared God'’s
missionary heart, | think we would do a lot more of that, don’t you?

The Cross

Jayanthy J.

The Cross a symbol of suffering and grace,
Abiding peace of sacrifice;

Our Saviour bled lying on the Cross

Made it holy with His precious blood.

The Cross too serves as a lamp in the dark,
Well loved and kissed by sinners and saints,
A symbol of unity and steadfast love,

As it binds two hearts in the matrimonial knot.

But when dejection or depression stump us,
We lament, O! this cross lies too heavy on me,
He carried it only a single day,

And | carry it everyday.”

Dear ones, the Cross bears His Precious blood,
So it's never a burden to us;

It saves us and leads us every new day,

So cling on to it, He carries it for us.

(Jayanthy J. is author of the Anthology of poems” Voice of the Soul”.
The book is available at TBS Publications, Statue, TVM.)
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The Celebrant Vacation

Jeitta Justin Jose

The vacation Bible classes!

The magnificent sun:

Has risen with heat and fury:
Bringing new rays making us happy-
A hope and a new beginning.

Some succumb to their ‘fate’,
Reflecting the error of their deeds.
Some reach out with zeal
Climbing new steps of their life,
To higher endeavours.

They close their orbs;

To the fallen steps,

Washed anew with life.

They welcome challenges

And no more stumble along

They cling to that hope

Hoping to change yesterday'’s follies
Refusing to march along with fate

But to hold on to God the real light of life.

Here the strivers accomplish their destiny
Reaching their horizon, as they step out
They review their lives on that horizon,
And capture glories of their achievements.

A Prayer
Lord, make us bloom during this time of vacation, and may we spread

the fragrance of the blessing, you have in store for us.
-Amen
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“Blest be the tie that binds

Our heartsin Christian Love
The fellowship of kindred minds
Isliketo that above.”
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH

Regular Weekly Programme

Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 7.00 a.m

Malayalam Service
Tamil Service
Malayalam Service
English Service
Malayalam Service
Sunday School
Women's Fellowship
CEYF

BCL Union

JCEF

Choir Practice
Teens Bible Hour
Contemporary Worship (First Sunday)
Bible Class

Vestry Prayer

Circle Prayer (3 houses)

Vestry Prayer

Gospel Band House Visit

Women's Fellowship

Senior Citizens' Fellowship

Worship & Witnessing Service
Circle Prayer (3 houses)

Choir Practice

Preparation Service (First Saturday)

Members of the Church Committee

Name

Rev. C.R. Vincent (President)

Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Presbyter)
Rev. K. Isaac Paul Singh (Presbyter)
Dr. Samson Nessiah (Secretary)

Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred (Accountant)
Dr. S.G. Churchin Ben

Mr. Y. Christudas

Mr. Christenson E. Sarasam

Mr. Victor E. Joseph

Er. M. Sam Moses

Dr. Mrs. Sindhuja Suresh

Er. Joshi Das Y.S.

Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh

Mrs. Grisilda Wills

Mr. K. Hudson

Church Office

Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton)

Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.)

Mr. T. Rajeev (Peon Cum Gardener)

Phone No.
2316544
2724658
2316644
2334036
2534781
2315655
2318213
2327722
2316749
2311754
2533672
2315106
2436338
2313467
2355229

2311347

06.00 a.m
07.00 a.m
08.00 a.m
10.00 a.m
04.15 p.m

09.30a.m & 03.00 p.m

10.00 a.m
10.00 a.m
11.00 a.m
11.00 a.m
11.00 a.m
03.00 p.m
06.15 p.m
05.30 p.m
06.30 p.m
06.30 p.m
07.00 p.m
03.30 p.m
04.30 p.m
04.30 p.m
06.15 p.m
06.30 p.m
05.00 p.m
07.00 p.m

Mobile

9446850066
9400370085
9446749621
9447126931
9895110652
9447177666
9895114633
9995100420
9446556749
9447011754
9747225493
9446052121
9495551064
9995236650
9446589715

9446616080
9447525339
9895801012




