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1 75th YEAR OF THE FOUNDING OF
MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light [1 Pet. 2:9]
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Rev. C. R. Vincent laid the foundation stone for Manikanteswaram
Church on 28-4-2013. The Young Family Fellowship of our Church is
meeting the expenses for the foundation and basement.
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Editorial..................

WHEAT and TARES

Today’s Church consists of genuine and
nominal Christians. Though we profess that we
are followers of Christ, to others, we are just
like anyone else. While we are called to be
“Light of the World” and “Salt of the Earth”,
we have failed in impacting society by imprinting
an indelible mark in the lives of people around
us with God’s agape love. The Father of our
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi remarked: “I like
your Christ, | do not like your Christians. Your
Christians are unlike your Christ”. It's high time
that we realize our follies and mend our ways to
live up to God’s standards.

Those in leadership roles in the Church
should invariably have an intimate and personal
relationship with God. Through born again
experience, steadfast faith and ardent devotion
to Jesus Christ, they should seek God’s
empowerment to extend Christian fellowship and
sacrificial service to the members of the Church
and the needy ones outside. We are “known
by our fruits” and hence we should volunteer
to nurture the Word in our individual lives and
endeavour to accomplish the will of God by
practising the core values explicitly
demonstrated in the life of Christ.

A wide range of tares, worries, riches and
worldly pleasures can prevent the word bringing
forth genuine lasting fruit in us. Christ alone is
the Head of the Church. He is the one who wields
authority in the Church. Let the creed and
confession of faith in our Saviour enable us to
triumph over the primary preoccupations of our
earthly existence.

Christenson E. Sarasam
Editor




The Presbyter Speaks....

Theme of the Year :
(‘Pastoral Ministry in the Urban Context’)

“Enable the Congregation to bear witness.”

My dear ones in Christ,

Hearty greetings to each one of you in the Most precious name of the
High-Priest, Jesus Christ.

Golden verse of the month:

“Be careful for nothing. But in every thing by prayer and supplication with
thanks giving let your requests be made known unto God” (Philippians 4:6).
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When | was meditating and thinking about the Pastoral letter of May
2013 and discussed it with Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam, Smt. Sibi Sahanam
Kochamma suggested this verse “Be careful for nothing”. My son Aasish
said that it is because, we want the good and He (God) likes to give us
the best. Apostle Paul says “Rejoice in Christ (Lord) always and again |
say rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at
hand “Donot worry about anything” (NRSV) and submit your prayers before
God. ‘And enjoy the peace of God.(The best), which surpasses all
understanding’ which will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”.

Itwas in Philippi that the Gospel was first preached in Europe in response
to the Macedonian call - “Come over and help us”. At this time (62-63 AD)
the city of Philippi was a Roman colony and distinctively a Roman City.
When Paul and Silas were miraculously released from prison into the city
he made use of his Roman citizenship there. The believers in Philippi sent
Epaphrodituys with Paul for financial assistance. This earnest Christian
devoted himself to the work of Christ in the World’s Capital. After recovering
from a serious illness, he decided to return to Philippi. Paul sent this letter
with him in which he acknowledged the goodness of the Philippi Church. It
afforded him the opportunity of setting before them the things of Christ.
From this epistle we gather information that this Church was having spirit of
vain-glory and a spirit of discord and this epistle was designed to correct
them from having these spirits.

The Epistle can be divided into various parts for the sake of study. They
are to express His thanksgiving to God for the love for Him and continuing
progress in the Christian life (1:1-11). To give a report on his present conditions
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(1:12-26). To see that they have the same attitude as Christ in unity, humility
and obedience in service. (1: 27- 2:18). To sent a written explanation for
sending Timothy and Epaphroditus (2; 19 —30). To alert them about the
false teachers and to exhort them to walk worthy of Christ (3:1-21). To urge
them to Joyfulness, prayer and the meditation of all which is good and
virtuous (4:4 -9) and To thank them for their recent gift and previous God-
given achievement of guidence (4:10- 23).

The word impossible must not proceed from the mouth of a Christian
believer. Through faith and by faith in the Lord Almighty everything is possible.
By faith in God and obeying His Commandments the impossible become
possible if we rely on the strength of God. Faith and believers are
interdependent and interlinked with one another and with the Aimighty God.
Hebrews 11:1 says that, faith is the substance of things hope for the
evidence of things not seen. So you “Don’t worry”, be not anxious but trust
in Jesus Christ for everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
(with due regards and thanks for everything we have in life) let your requests
be made known unto God”.

God can do miracles in our life, if we trust Him. No one would have
thought that five loaves and two fishes would be adequate for more than
5000 menapart from women and children. The remains were collected 12
baskets full (Matt. 9:23). How could this happen? Cast all your anxiety on
Jesus (1 Peter 5:7). Who always utilized what was available and did not
bother about was not available. This is what faith is all about. Many times
we worry for what we don't have. We don’t celebrate thanksgiving for what
we have in our lives. The faith of a person can reslut in wonders, which is
the best in your life. The little faith like that of the mustard seed can even
uproot atree.(Luke 17:6) Let your faith in Christ, our Lord make impossibilities
turn into possibilities. Don’t worry for something don’t be anxious for anything;
don't be careful for nothing; pray for everything with thanksgiving; God will
take care.

World Labourers’ Day:

The Lord Jahovah had accepted and identified the work of the people in
the world. “And the Lord said, | have surely seen the affliction of my people
which are in Egypt and have heard their cry by reason of their task masters
for I know their sorrows”. When Jesus came into the world He also stood for
the same. (Luke 4:18,19). Psalmist (Ps. 12:5) says that “For the oppression
of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will | arise, with the Lord; I will
set him in safety from him that puffeth at him with this mission the Liberator
God grants rest and peace to those who work hard. (Matt.11:28) Let us
also observe May 1% as the World Labourers’ Day.
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John Apostle and Evangelist:

St.John the Apostle was one of the apostles of Jesus Christ. He stood
for the propagation of the Gospel through evangalization. He is the youngest
of the twelve apostels and is the writer of various New Testament books
including St.john. Eventhough other traditions celebrate December 271,
we including CSI Community observe May 6" as St. John’s Day. Roman
Emperor threw John into boiling oil from which he miraculously escaped
with out any harm by divine intervention.

Mothers’ Day:

May 13" is considered as the Mothers’ day. CSI Church calender gives
importance to the same on every second sunday of May and is observed
as Mothers’ Day. Let us thank God for our mothers who stand for our
betterment, growth and development.

Ascension Day:

Thursday before the 6™ Sunday after Easter is considered as the
Ascension Day. “May 9" Thursday is remembered the Ascension of Jesus
Christ into Heaven” (Luke 24:50-53). “We believers, in our heart and mind
also may ascend with our Lord Jesus Christ. Here the highest places of
the earth like hills represent security and strength.” (Ps. 121 & Acts. 1:6-
12) “I lift up my eyes to the Hills” is the theme for the Ascension Day.

The Pentecost Sunday:

The Day of Pentecost is very important in the history of Christianity.
This year, May 27" Sunday is separated for the same. The divine intervention
of this day had united the believers with the gift of Holy spirit.

The Triennium 2013-2016:

Let us give thanks to the Shepherd who lead us in the past and shall
we trust with hope that He would guide us in the days to come. | take this
time to express thanks to the members who were given chances to serve
us as Church Committee Members in the last triennium and welcome and
congratulate all those who get elected. May God enable and strengthen
them to serve the Lord in view of their calling for the extension of his vineyard
in and through the Church. As a community of believers, let us pray for the
newly elected members.

May the Good Shepherd provide our needs. Let us trust in Him with
prayers.

Yours in His Mission
Vincent Achan




Secretary Reports Thankfully.........

My dear ones in Christ,

This is the last ‘secretary’s report’ of this triennium,
which | present before you humbly with a heart full of thanks
to God and bubbling with gratitude towards each and every
one of you who sustained me through out the last three years by your
prayer, support and co-operation. When | flash black, | gratefully
acknowledge the advice, the (positive) criticisms and the helping hand
which really boosted me in attempting and achieving the following for God'’s
glory!

1. Computerisation of the Church Office.
2. Installation of an additional (Exit) gate for the Church facing the L.M.S.

Junction.

Purchase of land and building at Prasanth Nagar.
Dedication of New Church, at Koilputhoor, Selam.

Construction and Dedication of Church at Nadupetti, Selam.
Bore-well at Vellimalai, Selam.
Generator at Kalrayan, Selam.
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Solving the perennial problem of water-logging in the Church
Compound.

9. Beautification of the Church Campus with interlocking tiles and
greenery.

10. LCD Board facing the L.M.S. Junction displaying the name of our
Church and timing of various services.

11. Magnificent ‘FACADE LIGHTING’ of the church-building which has
added to its beauty, especially so at night.

12. Preparation and release of Church History Heritage Brochure.

13. The unique opportunity to host the Holy Communion Service conducted
by the Arch Bishop of Canterbury.

14. Construction and dedication of the Tripple Jubilee Memorial Mateer
Memorial Church Mini Hall.

15. Enhancement of monthly contribution to ‘Church Renovation Fund’
from 5% to 10% and ‘Church Reserve Fund’ from 10% to 20%.

16. Founding of “Young Family Fellowship’in our Church.
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17. Almost thribling of Annual Fancy sale income- from Rs. 4,42,795 to
Rs.12,90,645.

18. Successfully, aborting the State Government’s decision to lay the
main pipe line of ‘Japan Drinking Water Project’ through the front
yard of our Church.

19. Construction and dedication of the ‘M.M. Church Centenary Memorial
Church’ at Kuravankonam which was the only unaccomplished project
which we undertook during the Centenary Celebrations of our Church.

20. Starting of a new Mission Field, purchase of land, construction and
dedication of a temporary worship shed and, of late, construction of
the basement and foundation for a permanent Church Building at
Manikanteswaram.

21. Handing over to the South Kerala Diocese three Churches viz.
Plamoodu, Kanjirampara and Kuravankonam.

22. Publishing of the Report Books of the first two years of the triennium
and handing over of the accounts of the last year for auditing.

23. Formation of a ‘Childrens Choir’ in addition to ‘Junior Choir’.

24. Preparation and release of new Church Directory with individual,
photographs.

25. *“Online Bidding” organized for the first time along with Fancy Sale.
26. Initiation of 175" Anniversary Celebration of our Congregation.

| utilize this opportunity to thank all the Pastors of our Church and the
Church Accountant for theirimmense co- operation. | am thankful to all the
Members of the Church Committee, especially to those who went an ‘extra-
mile’, for their sincerity and dedication. Neverthless, | resist deliberately
my temptation to mention specially the names of those Stalwarts, for fear
of being criticized - | am sure that “God who sees in secret shall reward
them openly” | am thankful to the Office Manager, the Voluntary Executives
and all the Staff of our Church for their assistance.

The Church Committee has resolved to accord permanent membership
to Mr. Saju Roy(Pattom) and Er. Joy Sing (Mulavana).

We are thankful to Mrs. Susan David Lee for donating Rs. 10,000 to
start an endowment in aid of the poor old people.

It has been resolved to hand over the M.M Church centenary memorial
Church at Kuravankonam, to the South Kerala Diocese.

The foundation stone for Church building at Manikanteswaram mission-
field was laid by Rev.C.R. Vincent on 28-4-2013. The newly budded “Young
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Family Fellowship” has agreed to sponsor the basement and foundation
for the Church building at Manikanteswaram.

It has been resolved to conduct a “Combined Thanks Giving
Communion Service” at 8:30 am on 12" May 2013, in order to commemorate
the 175" Anniversary of our Congregation which conducted the first
‘Protestant Worship'in the Trivandrum city. The service will be followed by
“Love Feast” to which all are cordially invited. The most Rev. Dr. J.W.
Gladstone has agreed to be the chief guest and will give the message.
The following financial sanctions have been done:

Rs. 8,000 as grant for V.B.S. at Manikanteswarm.
Rs. 6,700 as grant for V.B.S. at Plamoodu.

Rs. 26,000 for Kitchen construction at Selam Parsonage.
Rs. 2,000 as financial aid to Rosely, Cheriakonni.
Rs. 5,000 as Housing aid to Simon, S.K.D.
Medical Aids:

Leelamma, Kallayam - Rs. 5.000
Monian, Paipinmoodu - Rs. 5,000
Bennet Daniel, S.K.D. - Rs. 3,000
Sudha, Pulayanarkotta -Rs. 1,000
Allen Saju - Rs.10,000

Marrlage Aids:

SN S

arwNRE

1. Sarojam, L.M.S.compound -T.J.M, Hall-Rent free
2. Jayal., Perigammala -Rs. 2,000
3. Jissy, Mankuzhy -Rs. 2,000
4. Manchu, Paliyode - Rs. 5,000
5. DeepaS, Poovathoor - Rs. 5,000
6.  KumariNisha, Kuravankonam -Rs.10,000

Let us pray God to console the bereaved family members of Mr. Babu,
Mrs. Salomi Thomas, Mr. Jiju Mitra Davis and Mr. Patrick Benjamin who
were called to eternal rest!

The election of Deacons for 2013-2016 is scheduled to take place on
5t May 2013. Let us pray God to help us to select sincere, dedicated,
humble, straight forward, honest and dynamic persons to lead our Church!

With prayers and best wishes to each and every member of our Church.

Dr. Samson Nessiah
Church Secretary




CHRISTIAN LIFE

Dr. Florence Isaac

Christian life is a joyful life.
The born again Christian sees life
not as blurred, confused and
meaningless, but as something
planed and purposeful. The
ministry of Jesus Christ was one
of joy. The Bible teaches that a
life of inward peace and outward
victory is a Christian’s birthright.
The spirit of God helps us to see
our sin and our helplessness and
shows us God'’s redeeming grace
in Christ. The Spirit reveals the
truth of Jesus’ declaration”. | am
the light of the World. He who
follows me shall not walk in
darkness but have the light of
life” (John 8:12). In the midst of a
world living in spiritual darkness,
walk as a child of the light. Jesus
said: “l am with you always to the
very end of the age” (Mathew
28:20). That means we can count
on Christ’s presence not only
every day, but every moment of
everyday. What a joy is to wake

up in the morning and know He is
with me. Learn to trust God with
a child-like dependence on Him
as our living Heavenly Father and
no trouble can destroy us. When
Christ is the source of our joy, no
words can describe it. It is a joy
“inexpressible and glorious”. In a
world filled with turmoil and
hopelessness, we are to pray and
do all we can to alleviate suffering
and bring Christ’s love to others.
May Jesus’ words become true in
our lives. Jesus said: “Let your
light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in Heaven”
(Mathew 5:16).

Because Christ rose from the
dead we know there is life after
death. Jesus promised, “If | go to
prepare a place for you. | will
come, again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you
may be also” (John 14:3).

WHAT A GLORIOUS HOPE WE CHRISTIANS HAVE
BECAUSE JESUS IS ALIVE.

“When the world around you is crumbling, God is the rock
on which you can stand”

“Earth - the land of the trials, Heaven - the land of joys”
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BACKSLIDING

S. Poonen

How do | keep myself from loosing
my love for God and backsliding
into habitual sins?

Answer:

First of all, | must say that
this is the enduring pursuit of my
life. | find that there is still a
constant battle that rages to
protect the love that God has
deposited in my heart. So my
Christian walk could be
summarised by “trying to keep my
heart open to receiving the great
love of God.”

1. We must experience
God’s love even more than
we try to love Him. 1 John 4:19
tells me that we love God
because He first loved us. This
is a very powerful verse because
it tells me that even my love for
Him must be a response to Him
and His love, rather than an
action that | have to work up by
some great will power. If | don't
love God like | should, | don’'t have
to try harder to love Him. | must
simply rediscover or renew the
wonder of His love for me.

So we must take the time to
ponder His love. His love is
expressed most demonstrably on
the cross of Christ and His
resurrection. | see great love as
I meditate. | see His great

forgiveness. | see His great mercy
towards me. | see the great
holiness of God that required the
eternal punishment of my sins.

| can also see His great love
for me in the blessings He has
given me and His personal mercy
over me in protection from
accidents, danger, sickness, and
even death. Of course, | have not
been completely free from
accidents, sicknesses, etc., but |
have been protected from so
many more.

2. We must rediscover
our thirst and desperation for
Him. In my opinion, the first step
we take towards backsliding is
that of losing our simple and pure
devotion to Jesus. The apostle
Paul tells me that my falling away
from my simple and pure devotion
to Jesus is similar to how the
serpent craftily deceived Eve
(2Cor. 12:9).

Sin came into the world
because Eve was deceived by
the crafty serpent. In the same
way, sin comes into our lives when
we are led astray from a simple
and unadulterated love for Jesus.

A lot of us may be watching
our lives to make sure we are not
committing adultery, that we are
not speaking lies, that we are not
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shouting at our wives. But
the devil is a lot craftier than that.
The devil begins His assault on
our spirituality by telling us to just
not be so devoted to Jesus. He
doesn’t tell us to give up on
Jesus, but just not to be that
consumed by Him. He tells us to
mix our love for Jesus with a bit
of a love for our career, or with a
bit of a love for a good time. He
tells us that it is good enough that
we go to church on Sundays and
a Bible study on Wednesdays,
but that we don't have to
think about God the rest of the
time. In times past, we used to
think about the Lord often. But
now, we are satisfied to think
about Him only once in a while. If
so, we have begun backsliding
even if others think that we are
strong Christians.

3. Desire fresh baptism
and filling of the Holy Spirit. If
we have an unquenchable thirst
for God, then Jesus promised
that He will quickly send us the
Holy Spirit. He will not only
qguench our thirst, but also rivers
of living water will flow out of us
for others to drink from as well
(In.7:37-39).

This speaks of a life that is
not only deeply satisfying
personally, but a life that brings
satisfaction to others as well. But

we need the Holy Spirit for that.
He alone can bring this.

The baptism and filling of
the Holy Spirit is not identified by
any particular experience, or by
the receiving of a particular gift
(e.g. gift of tongues). The baptism
of the Holy Spirit is proven to us
over time and by the evidence
that Jesus becomes more
special  to us. Jesus said that
the Holy Spirit will glorify Jesus
(Jn.16:14). So, if Jesus is
becoming more and more special
to you, then you know that you
have the Holy Spirit working in
you. If you have lost your
affection for Jesus, and you feel
that you are backsliding, then you
need the Holy Spirit to magnify
Jesus.

4. Reassess the friends you
keep company with. Paul tells
me that bad company corrupts
good morals (I Cor.I5:33). Some
of us may have to reassess our
friendships with people who do
not love Jesus. But for some
others, the question they need to
ask themselvesis, “Am | lowering
my standards of holiness and
purity to those of my friends who
are not serious about following
Jesus?” If so, we should ask God
to give us just one or two friends
who can match our desire and
love for Jesus.
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If you want circle prayersto be arrange in your house, kindly inform one of the

Circle Prayersin May 2013

presbyters, preferably Rev. L E Sahanam well in advance.

7/5/2013 Kowdiyar Circle 896 Er. Rajkumar Jesudasan Jawahar Nagar
Tuesday LMS-Palayam Circle 1682 Mr. Robert George Wellington Ave
10/5/2013 Muttada Circle 1018 Mr. Wilbert Stanly Atkins Mannanthala
Friday Nanthancode Circle 1278 Mr. Udayakumar Nanthancode
14/5/13  Pattom Circle 46  Dr. Sampathkumar Benjamin Mulavana
Tuesday Statue Circle 355  Mr. Fredson Wilfred Pettah
Thycaud Circle 1519 Mr. Anil Kumar D L Naruvamoodu
17/5/13  Ulloor Circle T 425 Dr. Rajan V N Chalakkuzhi
Friday Charachira Circle 927 Mr. RJ D Prathapan YMR Jn
21/5/13  Ambalamukku Circle 809 Mr. Sam Justus D. Kallayam
Tuesday Edappazhaniji Circle 1901 Mr. T M Stephen Maruthankuzhi
24/5/13  Kowdiyar T507 Mr. Mohan Raj jawahar Nagar
Friday Vazhuthacaud 1675 Mrs. Sheela Grace Poojapura
28/5/13  LMS-Palayam Circle 1431 Mr. Suju Sathyanathan Lenin Nagar
Tuesday Muttada Circle 1663 Mr. Y Ramsus Marappalam
31/5/13  Nanthancode Crcle 1162 Er. Vijayakumar S. Gnanabharanam Lane
Friday Pattom Circle 1643 Mr. James Chamers Barton Hill
Those who have crossed Jordan to be with the Lord
SI.No. Family No. Members
1 938 Mr. Babu G.
Venganoor, Vizhinjam
Died on 06-04-2013
2 1706 Mr. Jiju Davis
Davis Villa, Hs. No. 31,
Mangaratu Gardens
Pappanamcode.
Died on 16-04-2013
3 664 Mr. Patrick Benjamin Williams
Grace Cottage, TC. 14/1336-2,
OVRA D93, Observatory Lane
Tvm - 14. b A
Died on 29-04-2013
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Er. D.S. THOMAS, BSc. Engg.
(Daniel Sterling Thomas)
Divisional Engineer, P&T (Retd.)

21-4-1922 - A 8-5-2012

called to elernal rest cn 8$-5-2012
Fis quiet acts of Rindness teuched many a life
Fondly remembered by: Wife Mrs. Stella Thomas & Children




CSI MATEER MEMORIAL CHURCH

Regular Weekly Programme
Morning Worship (Monday to Saturday) 7.00 a.m
Malayalam Service
Tamil Service
Malayalam Service
English Service
Malayalam Service
Sunday School 09.30a.m & 03.00 p.m
Women's Fellowship 10.00 a.m
CEYF 10.00 a.m
BCL Union 11.00 a.m
JCF 11.00 a.m
Choir Practice 11.00 a.m
Young Family Fellowship 05.30 p.m
Contemporary Worship (First Sunday) 06.15 p.m
Bible Class 05.30 p.m
Vestry Prayer 06.30 p.m
Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Vestry Prayer 07.00 p.m
Gospel Band House Visit 03.30 p.m
Women's Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Senior Citizens’ Fellowship 04.30 p.m
Worship & Witnessing Service 06.15 p-m
Friday Circle Prayer (3 houses) 06.30 p.m
Saturday Choir Practice 05.00 p.m
Preparation Service (First Saturday) 07.00 p.m

06.00 a.m
07.00 a.m
08.00 a.m
10.00 a.m
04.15 p.m

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday

Members of the Church Committee

Name Phone No. Mobile
Rev. C.R. Vincent (President) 2316544 9446850066
Rev. Dr. L.E. Sahanam (Presbyter) 2724658 9400370085
Rev. E. Sunin Spenzer (Presbyter) 2316644 8547811284
Dr. Samson Nessiah (Secretary) 2334036 9447126931
Mr. T. Jayakumar Alfred (Accountant) 2534781 9895110652
Dr. S.G. Churchin Ben 2315655 9447177666
Mr. Y. Christudas 2318213 9895114633
Mr. Christenson E. Sarasam 2327722 9995100420
Mr. Victor E. Joseph 2316749 9446556749
Er. M. Sam Moses 2311754 9447011754
Dr. Mrs. Sindhuja Suresh 2533672 9747225493
Er. Joshi Das Y.S. 2315106 9446052121
Mrs. Charlet Bai Robert Singh 2436338 9455551064
Mrs. Grisilda Wills 2313467 9995236650
Mr. K. Hudson 2355229 9446589715

Church Office 2311347

Mr. G. Sivanandan (Sexton)
Mr. G. Wilson (Parish Asst.)
Mr. T. Rajeev (Peon Cum Gardener)

9446616080
9447525339
9895801012




