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REPORT OFACTIVITIES
Adv. Sarjine Thomas

Dear friend in Christ,

Greetingsin the matchlessname of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

| am privileged to report the activities during the month of
October 2022.

The worship services were conducted on al Sundays at
9AM. Sermonsweredelivered by Rev. Justin Jose, Dr. Christenson
E. Sarasam, Rev. Santhosh George, Rev. Sundar Jacob and
Dr. Sgjitha Sanjeev.

Fasting prayer was conducted on second Saturday 8th
October 10 AM onwards. Worship and songs were lead by CEY F
and Sermon was delivered by Rev. Shem Japadas. A special
intercession prayer was organized on 24" October 2022 from 10am
at Salvation Army Johnson Hall.

During the month, circle prayers were conducted at the
residences of Mr. Godsing, Mr. John S. G. and Mr. Sgjan Samson.

Activities of al sub organizations are going on good. Family
week was observed by Women's Fellowship from 23to 30" October.

Sunday School Arts competition was organized on 8th
October. Teachers' Retreat was conducted on 24" October at
Alappuzha.

An Action Council meeting was held on Sunday, 9" of
October immediately after the service. Committeesfor Carol Rounds,
Annual Thanksgiving Service, Harvest Festival and Combined
Christmas Cel ebration were nominated by the Action Council.

The activities of the M.M.C.C.F isin progress to achieve
our goal. Let’s continue our prayers and actions together. o
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The Church and Sunday School

Er. Thomas Cris Sarasam

From the days of the early church and much before that, God's
people have always been concerned with moulding children in a godly
manner. TheActs of the apostlesrefersto entire househol ds being saved
in four instances, Cornelius (Acts 10:1-11:18), Lydia (Acts 16 : 11-15),
the Roman jailor (16:25-34) and Crispus (18:1-11). It is not farfetched
to conclude that households included children and were ministered to
by the missionaries and the elders in the household.

In the Old Testament, God
commanded Israelites to impress
upon children the commandments
of God (Deuteronomy 6: 6-7).
Proverbs 22:6 says, " Train up a
childintheway he should go; even
when he is old he will not depart
from it." It is a Christian parent's
respon sibility to train and guide a
child in Christian virtue and faith.
We affirm thisrepeatedly asparents
when we bring our children for
baptism and add them to the flock
of Christ. The congregation also
respondsto thecall of the presbyter
in promising to support the parents
and provide a Christian
environment to nurture children in the Christian faith.

Sunday Schools to an extent, bring in a structure to how we
fulfil the commitments we make towards children, as parents and as a
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congregation in God's presence. This then, is one of the most important
ministries of the Church. Sunday School teachers have not only to be
academically inclined but also rooted thoroughly in the Word of God.
They should be role models for children to follow in reading, learning,
understanding, and living by God's Word.

There are three key roles that Sunday School should strive to achieve.

1. Prepare Christian children for confirmation

At confirmation, children nearing the age of adulthood affirm
their baptismal faith publicly. It isamomentous occasion in thelife of a
Christian when one becomes a full member in the body of Christ. The
young Christian stands up publicly in front of the congregation where
he was baptised and brought up and proudly acknowledges hig/her faith
in Christ and the baptism he/she received as a child. It isthe duty of the
parents and elders of the church to ensure that the child gets ready to be
confirmed and prepared with the right understanding of the scripture
and isrooted in the Christian faith. Thisis the primary responsibility of
Sunday School teacherstowardsthose children entrusted to them. Sunday
schools should be where children get the clarity of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the creeds, the nature of God and the core theology of Bible.
Sunday schools should facilitate children not just to study the Bible
academically but be an avenue where they receive the call to the gospel.
Teachers should bring children to the gospel and facilitate them to accept
the gospel of Jesus Christ astheir own and accept Christ astheir personal
Saviour and Lord.

2. Prepare Christian children to meet worldly challenges

Most children asthey leavefor college, dso stop their Sunday School
education. Christian children should be made ready to meet the challenges
that theworld posesincluding but not limited to peer pressure and the glitter
and glamour of theworld. Asthe apostle John saysin 1 John 2:16, " For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, isnot of the Father, but isof theworld." Children should know
that whoever doesthewill of God will have eternal life, and al that is of the
world is momentary and will passway (1 John 2:17).
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® Sunday schools should help children imbibe the fruit of the spirt
in their lives; love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control asin Galatians 5:22.

@® Sunday schools should help children wield the full armour of God
so they can stand their ground against the designs of the devil
(Ephesians 6: 10-18) . Let them be girded with the belt of truth, let
them be righteous and wear it as a breastplate, let them be ready on
their feet to share the gospel with their lives, let faith be their shield,
salvation be their helmet and the Word of God be their primary
weapon against the world. Let prayer and supplication be part of
their living self.

Sunday schools should equip children to become fully functional,
law-abiding Christian citizens.

3. Prepare Christian children to be " Salt and Light" of the earth

Sunday School should not seek to shelter its studentsfrom theworld,
but to teach them how to transform it. Just as churches equip Christians
to learn about God and show His love to others, Sunday School should
allow for amore hands-on approach to this purpose. Sunday school should
train children to understand the truth in the Bible and then share their
faith confidently with others. Learning how to defend their faith in a
Christian manner and effectively share the Gospel through their actions
and words will help Christians change the world through Christ.

The role of parents DO NOT END with sending children to
Sunday School. As with secular education, we are outsourcing our
responsibility to atrusted authority, to help fulfil our Christian obligation.
This entails us doing much more than making the children physically
availablein Sunday school. Parents should be concerned with and should
make sure,

® Sunday school curriculum is in accordance with the Word of God
and edifying to children

@ Sunday school teachers are firmly rooted in the Word of God, and
equipped

® Sunday school lessons are revised at home, discussed at family
prayers and quiet times

® Sunday school provides a ripe environment for spiritual growth of
their children
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Parents play a key role as role models, and how they engage in
church would influence how involved in church their children will
become as adults.

Aswe celebrate Christian education week and World Sunday school
day, let us remember and thank God for al He has done through the
Sunday School inthelivesof our children past and present. Let uspraise
God Almighty for Sunday School teachers and the opportunity that God
has given them in helping build the future church.

Author : Thomas Cris Sarasam, isa former Sunday school student and
handles Super Senior classat Mateer Memorial Church Sunday School.
He works for Royal Philips as a Product Development Expert.

Picturesattached : (From Sri. Christenson E. Sarasam's persond collection)

1. Front cover of the Mateer Memorial Church Sunday School song
book, 1982.

2. Foreword and Greetings to the edition.
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ASSUMPTIONS vs REALITY

Naina Enock

The sky was clear and the sun was shining as
a cool spring breeze wafted by. The streets were
bustling with people and city noisesfilled the air. Elena stared at the
extravagant clothes through the windows as she walked with asingle
shopping bag resting on her arm.The shopping district she wasin at
that moment was expensive and not somewhere she normally would
be. Shewas merely passing through on her way back home. She noticed
a woman with expensive clothing who was also walking by. The
woman had apearl necklace and was carrying many bags. Why isshe
spending so much money on clothes?, Elenawondered, she could be
using that money to help so many people. Elena continued walking
and went past the woman as she walked back home.

Later that day, Elenawaswatching tel evision and noticed someone
familiar. It was the same woman from the shop! The woman waswalking
in apoor areawith the same shopping bags. There were people asking for
money and food . Then the woman stopped and opened her bags and took
out money, clothes and food to give. The media reporters were talking
about how that woman was aso donating money to organizations that
hel ped the poor people. Elenawas very surprised because the woman had
done something that Elenathought shewoul dn’t do. Elenawasa so ashamed
and regretted making assumptions about the woman, especialy because
she didn’t know anything about her. Elena learned that you should not
judge peoplewhen you do not know thewholestory. Thereare many things
about a person that you cannot tell at first glance. Elena had learned an
important lesson and made sure that she would not make assumptions
about anyonein future.

Like the common phrase, “ Do not judge a book by its cover” , you should not

make assumptions about people if you don't know anything about them

(Author : Nana Enock, 9th grade student is daughter of Er. Ngjegh Zaem Enock, USA)
o)
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ANNAMMAL SARADA WILSON
02-08-1950 - 13-08-2013
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By Sorrowing Family
JAMES WILSON
DILIP WILSON, JASMINE & LEONA
PRATHAP WILSON, TEJAL TILAK BAKER & IVANA

Memorial Days observed on 2nd August & 13th August
In Balika Mandiram, LMS Compound
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ENTHUS ASM

Er. Premdas Justus

In day to day life we seldom talk about enthusiasm, on the
other hand we often say ‘ Over enthusiasm’ generally when someone
getsinto some sortsof trouble, oh! it isbecause of hisover enthusiasm.

We are very familiar with the term ‘Intelligence Quotient’
(1Q) but * Enthusiasm Quotient’ (EQ) is not used or heard much. EQ
is equally or sometimes even more important a factor than 1Q for
successinlife. Generally inthe Industrial / Private sector peoplewith
better EQ is accepted well and they are entrusted with higher
responsibilities and naturally with better benefits.

The difference in actual skill, efficiency and intelligence
between those who succeed and thosewho fail isusually neither wide
nor striking. Inmost cases, if two individualsare nearly matched equal,
the person who is enthusiastic will be preferred than the other. Also a
person of second rate ability with enthusiasm will often be sure to
succeed in life than the one of first rate ability without enthusiasm.

Enthusiasm is nothing but believing in one’swork and loving
it, may be wood cutting, working in a factory or heading a great
company. To an enthusiastic person the working isalwaysapart play,
no matter how demanding and difficult it is. An individual in this
mind set can reach any height, can achieve anything desired. The
important factor for successinlifeisability to maintain adaily interest
in one' swork, in other words to have chronic enthusiasm. Always set
agoal and work towardsit, when one goal isachieved set up another.

As IQ can be developed and improved, EQ also can be
developed, maintained and the level raised. Here are sometipswhich
will work to improve the EQ of an individual.
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1. Learn everything possible about your job

Generally onedoes not realize theimportance of his particular
job in an organization. Thisis because one does not bother to learn
anything beyond what he is entrusted upon to perform day after day.
Knowledge of ajob and beyond increases enthusiasm. Definitely this
requires some extra effort.

2. Have a goal and stick toit.

If a man aspires to be successful he must fix his goals. He
should have aclear vision about hisgoal and then gofor it likeatiger
after its prey. He must realize his specia calling and stick to it if he
has to taste success.

3. Train your self to think in terms of serviceto others.

It is the self-centered worker with one eye on the clock and
the other on pay packet, who is lazy, averse to work and invariably
unsuccessful. Service to others develops enthusiasm. We see many
capabl e peopl e choose social service and missionary work at minimal
salaries while they could earn much more otherwise. That is to say,
willingness to practice self sacrificeis the key.

4. Giveyourself a pep talk every day.

Thismay sound silly, some pretty successful people havefound
this habit as a good enthusiasm builder. Most of us go through life
half asleep, lazy and un-interested. Why not say to ourselves each
morning, | love my job and | am going to give it everything | have
got. | am thankful to God that | am alive and | am going to be 100%
alivetoday. If onewillsany Job can beloved. Thiswill haveapositive
effect on our enthusiasm quotient.

5. Associate with enthusiastic people.

At times one feels the need of somebody to make him do what
he can do and inspire him. One should get acquainted with people who
arekeenly alert, aliveand awaketolifeand itspossibilities. Association
with enthusiastic people will turn one to be enthusiastic. Here the
parents/seniors have aroleto play, encourage your children/youngsters
and provide opportunity for them to be with enthusiastic people.
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6. Force yourself to act enthusiastic.

If one wantsto be happy act happy, wants to be miserable act
miserable. If you want to be enthusiastic act enthusiastic, you will
definitely improve your EQ.

7. Maintain good health.

Good health and physical fitness are necessary for putting
extra effort in your work. Regular exercise, balanced diet, required
sleep and above all close relationship with God will keep you fit
physically and mentally.

If wetrack theroot of theword “ enthusiasm” and its meaning
in plain language it is given as “God Inspired”. Hence we are to
understand that enthusiasm isagift of God and to receive the gift one
has to be loved by God. Gifts are given to someone out of love.

So let us love God and be loved by God and receive this gift
of God “Enthusiasm”. o
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THE THIRD WAVE

Dr. Aruna Gnanadason

One of the banes of the Indian Church isthe fact that we are still
not an “Indian Church” responding to the many challengesthat confront
us. We have been caught up in the structures of inherited
denominationalism, which thwarts our efforts to become that voice of
resistance and challenge - that alternative voice, contributing to the
ministry of the global church. The Third Wave requires us to act with
courage and conviction keeping our nations challenges at the heart of
our dreams of this new Church.

* Weneed a new theology and a new ecclesiology for the Indian Church

The new challenges we live with require us to develop new
paradigms of theology that would provide answersfor usfor today. This
callsfor acourageous transformation and reconstruction of the theologies
and ecclesiologies that we hold dear. These remnants of a colonial
Christian past have served uswell, but today they need to bere-evaluated
for their relevance to the world in which we live  We will then not ook
to others for the way we design and pattern our mission in the world; it
will grow out of our own theology and ecclesiology. we need new forms
of ministry and of teaching and preaching for Indiatoday.

Asthe ChurchinIndiathereisso much we need to do to minister
to acountry that bleeds, that is broken and torn by the many challenges.
We needtore-look at our forms of structured ministry, including ordained
ministry to make it more in keeping with what Paul calls for of "a
sacrificia lifestyle" and moreimportantly of Jesus example of servant-
hood and humility. Jesus' ministry was one of reconciliation; He spoke
up against al forms of injustice; he came to establish an ecclesia of
equals where no one was excluded. This Christ-like lifestyle iswhat is
required of the Churchin India. Doesthisnot call on usto re-look at our
forms of ministry, our hierarchical structures and the quality and content
of our teaching and preaching? Such an honest reevaluation and
reconstruction will bethe way we need to go so asto becomethat alternate
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voice - just as Jesus was. This will make us a new Church - truly the
Church of Jesus Christ. .

* Women's contributions as an empowered people!

The woman with the flow of blood for 12 years in the incident
recorded by Mathew was very afraid of coming forward and declaring
her condition - this was inevitable in those times (as it is today!) that
anything related to the sexuality of awoman is considered taboo. It must
have seriously hampered her contributions to her community. Her
infirmity is reminiscent of the many patriarchal boundaries that are put
around women blocking them and their contributions to their
communities. The Christian family, rather than being a space where
women are nurtured and prepared to contribute to the new Church istoo
often oppressive. Sadly, distorted Christian teachingsare used to suppress
the gifts that women have to offer to their families, to their children and
to their communities. Mary the woman of the Magnificat must have had
a strong influence on her Son, in forming him to become the suffering
servant for theworld. Women have aroleto play informing young minds
for serviceintheworld. Christian family life education and even Sunday
School and Christian education for children could be places where this
God-given power that lieswithin women isaffirmed and where patriarchal
restrictions are challenged.

St. Mathew records that the woman with the flow of blood
contemplated touching the hem of Jesus robe and knows she will be
made whole. But even as sheis planning this strategy, Jesus calls out to
her to reveal herself. Differently put, to Jesus her infirmity does not
make her either unclean or powerless. He commands her to recognize
the power in her that has made her whole - it is her faith.

Women in India - within you there is power! Rise daughters,
rise out of your submissive silence, your forced inaction and act with
Christian courage. The Challenges are many and the workers few- can
half the human race remain silent? To become the Third force calls on
each one of us- women and men to act today! In Christ, we will find the
inspiration to recognize our power!

(Extract from ‘ The Third Shift’) o
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We hope that all of you are carefully reading the Bible to find answers to the
questions, which is the motive behind this Bible Quiz. This month's questions are
from the Epistle to Romans Chapter 1 to 10. Kindly, read these ten chapters before
attempting the quiz. Here Paul is writing that all people are sinners and need the
grace given through Christ's cross for their salvation. Also that when saved
immediately you become a child of God and should be obedient not for the sake of
Aiith S law but the sake of His name. Please substantiate your answers by stating

! en references (verse) from the Bible. The questions are prepared from the New
International Version (NIV) of the English Bible; kindly use that version to find the
correct answers. For clarifications, refer the Malayalam translation of the questions. Submit your answers written in
English or Malayalam before November 27th through email at churchvoicequiz@gmail.com

Those who are writing answers on paper, kindly use a single side to write the answers
and write the name on the same side before taking the photo. After taking a photo make
sure that the answers are readable before sending it. Email is the only mode of
communication.

The Bible Quiz can be downloaqed every month using the URL https://is.gd/cvquiz. You can also
scan the QR code to go o the link. 7. “Though the number of the Israelites be like the

1. Forwhom s there no condemnation? sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved.”

2. What will every human being who does evil get? Who cried out like this?

3. Paul is saying that he is obligated to whom? 8. Whatis the gift of God?

4. We became conscious of sin through what? 9. “The manwho does these things will live by them.”

5. Sothen, I myselfin my mind am a slave to God's Who described righteousness that is by law in
law, butin ............ a slave to the law of sin. this way?

6. Who spoke about the blessedness of the manto  10. What has been poured into our hearts by the Holy
whom God credits righteousness apart fromworks? Spirit, whom God has given us?

Read the instructions given above before submitting the answers. Those answers submitted
without following the instructions will not be valued along with correct submissions.
The correct answers to the quiz from Zechariah 8 to 14, Malachi
1. On the house of David and the 6. Esau(Mal. 1:3)
inhabitants of Jerusalem (Zec. 12:10) 7. The day which will burn like a furnace (Mal. 4:1)

2. Ephraimites (Zec. 10:7) 8. Mount of Olives (Zec. 14:4)
3. Intithes and offerings (Mal. 3:8) 9. Thirty (Zec. 11:12)
4. Jerusalem (Zec. 8:3) 10.Levi (Mal. 2:4)
5. Zec. 99
List of people who had submitted the right answers
1. Sujana Satish 7. Rajesh John Ross 14. Jolly Irene
2. Latha Job 8. J. Sumangala 15. Dora Johnson
3. Meehal Godwin 9. Abin S. B. 16. Chandra John
4. Gladis J. 10. Sreekumaran K. 17. Jacob J.
5. Jolly David 11. Beula Jasmin N. 18. Soben S. L.
6. Girly Rajesh John 12. Nesakumari Davidson 19. Reuben S. L.

13. Lalitha Jacob 20. Anie Priya

List of people who got all answers correct except one
1.Mary Shiny Varghese 2.Dr. Thilaga Samson
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2182J6AI0VAV O&Imilud @il ~ DEIWIse aldl@daH

MAaloeNI@ 2022 COIAA 1-10

ag)2lo 20avane MoWlatlad MadIBH1Vlelanyan mIdegudsasud
AN W2 j®IM)CUWaHo DOMAEIBUY af)®}M)dh. MIBCGU6B3UI
a10eild99a|Soo®m aVada{ldn)an POMAEEBRUE BQIBIAUW)HS
39S aldlnemlan)soiel.

1. @ERds9EM 60) Wleuoalwlw)o MLICH®)?

2. ©l@ (IQAIBORISHNAD o) AM)aHLOOROAINM)0 af)aM) QIOY0?

3. alMeLM MM @RYBOENINES GHSEHIOM BRYHEMANIEN al0W)
mo?

4. )G $OSWIN) aldalOTIOMR alGIZEMOIMo AUOYAMN)?
fD6BBOM EMOM @EMM MNNRUIORME) HOBAUODIOM (1206
OOMW)0..... NG 2ldalOMIOHNG (AID0MOAD V)0 CILAIlEIM).

6. 006800 (n1AIBOD] B)S0O® MIGIBHEMHHIS}AN AM}aUYOF BON 0
QIBelaj® @RO?

7. ‘OITOCRM DEOB)OS ag)emo HSOANOWIDLI MeMT Galdnel
@ROlo)Mmoeno cUoaHla|El® 0BUIBHOIS). af)aID) alOCIO)
@RI ?

POBAODIN B3ald0I00 af)TN6T?

9. ‘@GR®) 9210® 2M)aHyM @GIMIG3 R1alee)o’.  af)am) ag)9)®]
VO @RYO?

0. M2)B6 MABHO]G IB100)ELIEROANMITZ MAMOS aO0YBWEBBEITI
ald@MIB1B) M@ ag)(0)?

J Kalvin John, our Sunday School student
secured admission in B.Tech Computer Science
at NIT Calicut. He secured 99.36 percentile, with

arank of 5830 in JEE main exam. So Er. Jerry
Daniel & Mrs. Menaka Jerry.

|leasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssna




THIRD DEATH ANNIVERSARY
8. 11. 2022
In Ever Loving Memory of

PROF. C. JOSE DAVIDSON
Sharon, Chempaka Nagar, Bakery Junction, TVPM

“Those we love don't go away,
they walk beside us every day;
unseen, unheard, but always near,
still loved, still missed and very dear”.

Prof. N.S. Nesakumari
Dr. Felcy Priya, Er. C.L. Lal, Nithin & Naveen
Dr. Deepak, Prof. Twinkle, Rohit & Ryan
Dr. Preethi, Er. C. Edwin, Noel & Lena
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